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Twenty-seventh Sunday, 



PRAYER. 

Most merciful Father, we approach Thy 
presence to solicit pardon for oar innumerable 
offences ; how great is the sum of them ! We 
are covered with confusion when we look even 
on the past week, and consider how many times 
in the course of it we have offended Thee. Yet 
show compassion upon us we pray of Thee. We 
know that Thou, wilt do so, if we feel truly 
penitent, for Thou hast promised Thy mercy to 
all those who seek it for the sake of Christ 
Jesus, and it is in His name alone that we ask 
it. Oh,' forgive us for the past, direct us for the 
future, and bless us in all things. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Matthew xxv. 1 — 80. 

HYMN. 

God will expect a just account 

Of all He's lent to thee ; 
Though small it may be in amount, 

It must not wasted be* 

B 
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And those to whom He much has given, 
From them there much is due; 

Little to some He gives, yet such 
Must gain a little too. 

SEEMON. 

Matthew xxv. 14, 15 : "For the kingdom of 
heaven is as a man travelling into afar country, 
who called his own servants, and delivered unto 
them his goods. And unto one he gave Jive talents, 
to another two, and to another one; to every 
man according to his several ability, and straight- 
way took his journey. " 

This parable was delivered by our Saviour to 
show the state of all on earth, for as the noble- 
man here spoken of delivered to his servants his 
goods to take charge of, while he was away, so 
are different gifts bestowed upon us, of which, at 
the coming of our Lord, we shall have to render 
an account, as those servants are represented to 
have done on the return of the master. Now 
our Master is God ; He it is from whom we have 
received every thing, as I have often told you 
before, and as to one man was given five, to 
another two, and to another one talent, so it is 
also with us ; all have not received alike, but it 
is given " to every man according to his several 
ability,' ' and as it has been given, so will it be 
required of us. Some have wealth bestowed 



on them; some, opportunities of learning; some, 
extraordinary natural abilities ; while others are ' 
placed in high offices, where they have great 
power. Some have several of these united. All 
have their different parts allotted to them in this 
life by God, and it is not for one who has had 
less given to him than another to murmur. 
God knows how to give to every man, according 
to his several ability, and all we have to do is to 
see that we improve and employ these talents 
given to us in the best manner possible to His 
glory — (Eomans xii. 6 — 8.) 

"Having, then, gifts differing according to 
the grace that is given us whether prophecy, let 
us prophecy according to the proportion of faith ; 
or ministry, let us wait on our ministering, or 
he that teacheth on teaching, or he that ex- 
horteth on exhortation ; he that giveth let him 
do it with simplicity ; he that ruleth, with dili- 
gence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness." 
He that had five talents given to him had gained 
other five, and he that had two gained two 
more, yet both received the same commendation 
from their Lord, and both were rewarded. The 
lord did not inquire of him who gained but 
two why he had not, like his fellow servant, 
gained five talents. He had but two given 
him to employ in his master's service, and he 
had wrought with them to the utmost of hia 
ability; his Lord was therefore aatiafoiL KsA. 
b2 
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thus also shall we he judged according to the 
opportunities given us, "for if there he first a 
willing mind, it is accepted according to that 
a man hath, and not according to that he hath 
not" — (2 Corinthians viii. 12.) 

There was one of this Lord's servants to whom 
he entrusted but one talent; he did nothing 
during his master's absence to improve it to his 
service, for in the 18th verse it is written, "But 
he that received one went and digged in the 
earth, and hid his Lord's money." He is also 
called to render an account, for " after a long 
time the Lord of those servants cometh, and 
reckoneth with them. Then he which had re- 
ceived the one talent came and said, Lord, I 
knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping 
where thou hast not sown, and gathering where 
thou has not strawed; and I was afraid, and 
went and hid thy talent in the earth ; lo, 
there thou hast that is thine." He had not 
made away with the sum entrusted to him, but 
he had wronged his Lord of the good which the 
use of it would have yielded. He said he was 
afraid, as he knew his master to be severe in his 
requirements. His Lord answered him in his 
own words, as you will also see in St. Luke's 
account of this same parable, " Out of thine 
own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked 
servant" — (Luke xix. part of v. 22.) And what 
was the sentence pronounce! Txgou Taim ? " Cast 



ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness : 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
Although but one talent had been committed to 
his charge, yet this did not free him from labour. 
He should have used what had been given to 
him for his Master's benefit. We have all some 
powers given to us to employ in God's service. 
With some of us they may be small, neverthe- 
less, such as they are, they should be devoted to 
Him, and because we do not possess the oppor- 
tunities which others have had bestowed upon 
them, we are not to remain slothful and inactive, 
or our doom will ,be that of the unprofitable 
servant in the parable, for all that we have we 
must render an account, and although it may be 
a " long time" before God may call upon us, yet 
the time most assuredly will come when we 
shall be reckoned with, when it will be said unto 
us, " give an account of thy stewardship, for 
thou mayest be no longer steward" — (Luke xvi. 
part of v. 2.) Even the youngest amongst you 
can do something for God's service. It may be 
little, perhaps, but see that you avoid sloth, or 
the punishment of him who did nothing for his 
Lord will be yours. " As every man hath 
received the gift, even so minister the same 
one to another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God" — (1 Peter iv. 10.) 
Endeavour to serve God and promote His glory 
by aJJ the means in your powet, ISi* 
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assistance from above, so that at the last you 
will be enabled to render a good account. His 
help is promised ; walk in the right path, and 
you will find that " The path of the just is as 
the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day"— (Proverbs iv. 18.) 
Because you have it in your power to do but 
little, you are not to refuse doing that little, 
judging that God will despise it. He will accept 
of the smallest service rendered to Him from 
right motives. Even the heartfelt prayer of the 
youngest child He will hear and answer. And 
all those who have made proper use of the talents 
committed to their charge, shall be rewarded by 
Christ Jesus, and have admittance into that 
kingdom which He has gained for us by His 
precious blood shed on the Cross. Pray, my dear 
children, that at the great day of account you may 
be found to have used to God's glory the talents 
committed to your charge. Then will be said 
unto you, "Well done, good and faithful servant : 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over many things : enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord." Amen, 

Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, Thou Owner and Ruler of all 
things, we are Thy servants, and Thou our 
Master. Thou hast appointed unto us our several 



parts in this life : to one Thou hast given many 
talents, to another but one. Thou, Lord, knowest 
best what should be entrusted to our charge. 
We wish not to inquire into these things, but 
desire to be thankful for any opportunities of 
labouring for Thy glory. Whatever we have, 
oh ! enable us to employ it to Thy service, that at 
the coming of our Lord, we may be able to give 
a good account of our stewardship ; and although 
we must ever be but unprofitable servants at the 
best, yet through Christ Thou wilt accept of us, 
and for His sake receive our poor services. 
Now, to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost, be endless praise. Amen. 



Twenty-eighth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Almighty God, we ask Thy pardon for the sins 
which we now kneel down to confess ourselves to 
have been guilty of. We cannot bring them all 
to mind, yet we know that not one of them is 
hid from Thine all-seeing eye. Oh, blot them out 
from the book of Thy remembrance, and let them 
not appear against us at the day of judgment. 
We beseech Thee to remember that Christ our 
Lord died for us, and it is foT Hia aska 



8 SaMra;ty Cmjjmgs, 



ask Thy pardon. May what we are now going to 
read and hear be to our benefit, and may our 
future lives be more devoted to Thee. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Psalms lxxv., ci., cxxxi., cxxxviii. 
HYMN. 

Lo, pride before destruction goes, 
Before a fall the haughty look, 

For hateful to the Lord are those 
Who have humility forsook. 

Yes, 'twas through pride that Satan fell 
From his high place in heaven at first ; 

And God will punish all as well, 

Who in their hearts this sin have nursed. 

SERMON. 

Prov. xvi. 5 : " Every one that is proud in 
heart, is an abomination to the Lord, though 
hand join in hand, he shall not go unpunished." 

That you may the better be able to avoid 
this vice, which is an abomination to the Lord, 
I shall endeavour to make you acquainted with 
its nature, and the circumstances which gave 
rise to it. Pride is a false esteem of our own 
good qualities, and a desire to Toe tiiouwhfc better 



of by others than we deserve. Proud persons, 
(and we all more or less belong to that class) 
imagine themselves to be much better than they 
really are, and they cannot bear to know that 
others think less of them than they do of them- 
selves. Deception and pride go together, " For 
if a man think himself to be something when 
he is nothing, he deceiveth himself " — (Galatians 
vi. 8.) The great cause of pride is our thinking 
too little of God; if we contemplated His excel- 
lence more, we should have a clearer perception 
of our own insignificance. Pride is very inju- 
rious to the welfare of our souls, for this vice so 
blinds oureyes to our own faults, that when friends 
kindly point out to us our folly, we are apt to think 
that it is done from motives of envy at our supe- 
riority rather than from goodwill towards us, 
and thus is pride strengthened ; and what would 
be a benefit we turn to our evil under the influ- 
ence of this blinding passion. Pride discovers 
itself in many different ways, for some are proud 
of one thing, and some of another ; some pride 
themselves on their beauty, and the favour they 
expect to meet with in consequence, " But 
favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain" — (Prov. 
xxxi. part of v. 80.) Some overmuch delight 
in, and are very anxious about their fine clothes, 
forgetting what the Lord said of such things, 
" Consider the lilies, how they grow ; they toil 
not; thej spin not; and yet I sag ys^> 
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that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these" — (Luke xii. 27.) Many are 
also vain of their acquirements, their great 
power, or their riches ; to such the following 
text may afford a lesson, " Thus saith the 
Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, 
let not the rich man glory in his riches : But let 
him that glorieth glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord 
which exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and 
righteousness, in the earth : for in these things I 
delight, saith the Lord"— (Jer. ix. 23, 24.) How 
many instances are there recorded in Scripture of 
the severe and immediate punishments this vice 
has met with from the hands of the Almighty ? 
Satan, once an angel of light, was for his pride 
cast into helL David, for his pride in numbering 
the people over whom he reigned in spite of 
Joab's persuasion to the contrary, was by a 
pestilence deprived of seventy thousand of their 
number — (2 Samuel xxiv., 1 — 15,) Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the great and mighty king of Babylon, 
because he gloried in his greatness and might, as 
things belonging to himself, and did not render 
the glory to Him from whom he received them, 
and to whom alone it was due, was for this sin 
deprived of his kingdom and driven out into the 
fields amongst the beasts, where he ate grass like 
an ox; his hair became as eagW feathers, and 



his nails as birds' claws. This he suffered until 
he learnt and owned to whom alone belonged 
those things in which he had gloried as his 
own, until he " blessed the most High ; praised 
and honoured Him that liveth for ever and ever,'* 
and confessed that " those that walk in pride 
he is able to abase," This story of Nebuchad- 
nezzar you will find in the fourth chapter of the 
book of Daniel. At the time, King Herod 
Agrippa received the ambassadors from Tyre 
and made a speech to them. When it was 
ended, the people shouted and said, " It is the 
voice of a god, and not of man," and because 
he did not reprove their flattery and give to 
God the glory, he was smitten with a dreadful 
disease, so that he was eaten up with worms and 
died. There is an account of this in Acts xii. 
20 — 23. Pride was the cause of the disobedience 
of our first parents, the consequences of which 
you are well acquainted with. Pharaoh, owing 
to the pride and stubbornness of his heart, 
would not submit to God even after so many 
astonishing proofs of His power, for which cause 
he and all his host were destroyed in the waters 
of the Bed Sea. Nor have there been wanting 
instances in later times. I dare say you have 
read of the great fleet of ships sent by King 
Phillip of Spain against England during the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. He named it the 
" Invincible Armada." This was a. ^twoA. tosba 
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indeed ; for invincible means that which cannot 
be conquered. But God taught the King of 
Spain that no power, however great, can pre- 
vail unless He wills it ; that He is the ruler 
and owner of all things, and that the title of 
Invincible belongs but to Him ; for by a variety 
of circumstances this immense fleet was scat- 
tered, and the greater part of the ships completely 
destroyed. Thus you see the punishment 
awarded to the proud, and " though hand join 
in hand, he shall not go unpunished." Perhaps 
there is no greater proof on record which shows 
this more fully to be the case than when after 
the flood the wicked people of the earth com- 
menced building a tower with the proud inten- 
tion of making its top " reach unto heaven" in 
order to make themselves a great name and 
prevent their being dispersed. In that case 
" hand joined in hand" but they went not un- 
punished, for God caused them all to speak 
different languages, so that they were con- 
founded, and being unable to understand one 
another, they were obliged to leave off building, 
and were scattered abroad, the very thing they 
proudly imagined they would prevent. — (See 
Genesis xi. 1 — 9.) I have told you that deceit 
accompanies pride. " The pride of thine heart 
hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the 
clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that 
saith in his heart, Who t&& down to 



the ground ? Though thou exalt thyself as the 
eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the ' 
stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the 
Lord — (Obadiah, 3, 4.) Pride produce* quar- 
relling, for each wishing to be thought the 
greatest, and none being willing to submit to 
the other, strife ensues. " Only by pride cometh 
contention — "(Prov. xiii., part of verse 10.) 
That it is closely connected with shame and ruin, 
the Bible frequently points out, " When pride 
cometh then cometh shame — (Prov. xi., part of 
verse 2.) " Pride goeth before destruction, and 
a haughty spirit before a fall" — (Prov. xvi. 18.) 
" A man's pride shall bring him low" — (Prov. 
xxix, part of verse 23.) " Before destruction the 
heart of man is haughty" — (Prov. xviii. part of 
verse 12.) A proud person can never be happy, 
for as he has so much higher an opinion of him- 
self than any one else had of him, he is con- 
stantly meeting with things to annoy him. 
Trifles which a right-minded individual would 
not feel, are to him as gall and wormwood, 
poisoning all his happiness and rendering his 
life miserable. Thus was it with Haman, for 
although he was the greatest man in the empire, 
with the exception of the king, yet he could not 
be happy because Mordecai the Jew did not 
bow to him. What a trifling circumstance to 
cause misery to a man who was possessed of all 
else he desired. But this hurt loia \ynS& w xaajSa 
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that he scarcely cared for life, and he enjoyed 
nothing so long as he saw that poor Jew sitting 
at the king's gate unawed hy his presence ! 
The history of this proud man and his miserable 
end is recorded in the Book of Esther. Pride 
is abominable in the eyes of the Lord, for by 
thinking so much of ourselves we rob God of 
the glory which is His. It causes us to be 
very ungrateful likewise, for while we look upon 
anything we possess as our awn, we forget to be 
thankful to Him who gives it to us, or rather I 
should say lends it to us, to be used in His ser- 
vice, as I told you last Sunday. If we possess 
any blessing in a greater degree than our neigh- 
bour, it should lead us to be thankful to God 
for having so distinguished us, but we should 
banish pride from our hearts, remembering 
from whom all these things come. Paul, in 
his first epistle to the Corinthians, iv. 6, 7, 
exhorts them to beware of pride — " That none 
of you be puffed up for one against another. For 
who maketh thee to differ from another ? and 
what hast thou that thou hadst not received ? 
How if thou didst receive it, why dost thou 
glory as if thou hadst not received it ? " Pray 
then earnestly against this sin, this enemy to 
your eternal welfare. Think more of God's 
majesty, greatness, and glory, and you will then 
think less of yourselves. You will see your- 
eelvea to he insignificant and saM njsi- 



worthy of the least of the mercies and blessings 
you are surrounded with, and while your hearts 
overflow with gratitude to the Almighty Giver 
of all things, pride — that abomination of the 
Lord — will find no room to lurk therein. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, the Great and Mighty God, Who 
art the Maker and Owner of all things, and 
who dispose'st of Thy gifts according to Thine 
infinite wisdom, we bow before Thee, and ac- 
knowledge our nothingness. Whatever we have, 
we have received of Thee. 'Tis Thou alone who 
causest us to differ from one another. When 
we consider this we see the folly of glorying in 
anything we possess as if it were our own. It 
is Thine, oh Lord, and lent to us for Thy 
service, and while we desire to express our 
gratitude to Thee for distinguishing such worth- 
less creatures with so many blessings above our 
fellows, we would at the same time most ear- 
nestly entreat Thee that they may not become 
a snare to us by filling our hearts with pride. 
Oh ! remove that hateful vice far from us, we 
beseech Thee, that we may not offend Thee, or 
rob Thee of the glory which is Thine, by taking 
to ourselves any merit for what Thou in Thy 
kindness has caused us to possess. Above every 
blessing we desire to be thankful tot ^Artbl 
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of our sins, and the hope of eternal happiness 
purchased for us hy the death of our Saviour, to 
whom with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be 
ascribed all glory now and for evermore. 
Amen. 



Twenty-ninth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

With contrite hearts, oh Lord, we desire to 
come before Thee, while we acknowledge our 
utter unworthiness of all Thy numerous mercies 
towards us, and at the same time confess the 
sins of which we have been guilty. We trust 
we feel both truly penitent on account of them, 
and anxious to avoid giving such offence to Thee 
for the future. Oh! send Thy Holy Spirit 
into our hearts to lead us in the right way, and 
pardon us for the sake of our dear Saviour. 
Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Luke xi. 87 to end. 

HYMN. 

Once there within the temple stood, 
A Pharisee in haughty mood, 
And thus he prayed, if prayer could be 
So lacking all humility : — 



4( I thank Thee, Lord, that I am not, 
As others who've Thy law forgot ; 
My fastings, prayers, and charity,* 
Must highly pleasing be to Thee." 

A sinner worshipped there as well, 
His deep contrition who can tell, 
As, bowing low, he smote his breast, 
And to his God his guilt confessed : 
"Oh, though a sinner vile I be, 
Extend Thy mercy, Lord, to me." 
That sinner Thou didst own as Thine j 
Let his accepted prayer be mine, 

SEKMON, 

Matthew v. 20 : " For I say unto you, That 
except your righteousness shall exceed the right- 
eousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no case enter into the kingdom of Heaven " 

This verse is part of Christ's Sermon on the 
Mount, Our Saviour frequently when on earth 
drew His disciples' attention to the Scribes and 
Pharisees, and bade them beware of following in 
their footsteps. Although they observed the 
laws of Moses to keep them, performed many 
good works, fasted and prayed long, yet Christ 
tells His disciples that their righteousness 



The charity here meant is giving &kc& to ^wst. 
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must exceed the righteousness of these persons, 
or they could not be admitted into the kingdom 
of heaven. Now, how was it that their observ- 
ance of the law of God, their fastings, prayers, 
and good works were not pleasing to Him? 
The question is easily answered. The righteous- 
ness of the Scribes and Pharisees was the right- 
eousness of self — this was the reason why it could 
not be accepted by the Almighty. They made long 
prayers to God, but they did not approach Him 
in a right mind. They were " puffed up" with 
self and filled with " vainglory." They took a 
pride in their own goodness, and sought to be 
admired and thought much of by others for it. 
For this reason they performed their good 
works in the most public places ; they prayed in 
the corners of the streets and in the market 
places, that they might be seen of men. I last 
Sunday addressed you on the sin of pride. I 
showed you how abominable a vice it was, and 
how hateful to God. I told you that pride 
might show itself in various ways, and assume 
many different forms. The most dangerous of 
these is self -righteousness. Those persons who 
pride themselves on their riches, power, family 
connections, beauty, &c., may by being de- 
prived of these see the sin and folly of putting 
their trust in such things, and when stripped of 
them they will perceive themselves to be no 
better than others, so wil\\©am\i\vm\!L\t^* They 
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will find also that anything of an earthly nature 
is insufficient to produce happiness, and may 
therefore seek for it where only it can be found. 
But the self-righteous person is in a more dan- 
gerous position. He imagines himself to be in 
the right way to heaven while he is travelling 
the downward road to eternal ruin. Of all sins 
this is the most deadly, and of all the various 
kinds of pride, this aims in a peculiar manner 
above all others to deprive the Almighty of the 
glory which is His. Notwithstanding a self- 
righteous person may fulfil (according to the 
letter) all the requirements of the law of God, 
he is offering a greater insult to the Majesty of 
Heaven, than he who having yielded to his evil 
nature, has broken every one of them, yet de- 
plores his unworthiness. Self-righteousness 
is a sin, which when it once takes possession of 
the heart is very difficult to be rooted out. A 
person afflicted with any complaint must first be 
made sensible that such is the case before he 
can be persuaded to take medicines for its cure, 
and as those whose souls are afflicted with this 
dreadful sin cannot be made to believe they are 
anything but what is very holy and good, they 
are not likely to get rid of it. Their miserable 
state in this respect is well described in Eeve- 
lation iii. 17 — " Because thou sayest, I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have need of 
nothing ; and knowest not that thou oxtarotataA. 
o 2 
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and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." 
The great fault in the Scribes and Pharisees was 
that they thought so much of themselves. Those 
even who serve God most faithfully are but 
sinners in His sight, and such they must esteem 
themselves to be, or He will not accept them ; 
for " in His sight no man living shall be justi- 
fied" — (Psalm cxliii. 2). The most holy person 
who ever lived never deserved eternal happiness, 
and it is only bestowed on those who trust to 
the merits of Christ ? s righteousness to gain it 
for them. It is only through Christ Jesus that 
we can ever arrive at heaven. He is "the 
way," and those who endeavour to reach that 
blessed country by any other, will find them- 
selves to be miserably disappointed, for at the 
last day it will be said unto them, " I know you 
not.' 1 The evil influence of self-righteousness 
I particularly wish to point out to you; it 
poisons and destroys all that is connected with 
it. Even things that are of themselves good 
and well pleasing to God, it renders evil and 
hateful in His sight. Prayers uttered in a self- 
righteous frame of mind, or from motives of 
vain-glory, are never accepted, and good works 
performed in the same spirit our Saviour said 
had no reward from God. " Take heed, that ye 
do not your alms before men to be seen of them ; 
otherwise ye have no reward of your Father, 
which is in heaven," T\ie \ia,\vgjc&s Pharisee 
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who went to worship in the temple (notwith- 
standing all his fastings, prayers, and alms), 
left it under the displeasure of the Almighty, 
whilst the poor publican, who, weighed down 
by such a deep sense of his sinfulness, felt him- 
self unworthy " even to lift up so much as his 
eyes to heaven/' md only cried out, " God be 
merciful to me a sinner,' r his prayer was 
heard, and he w» made just in the sight of God 
through the rir 'dteousness of Jesus, the friend of 
sinners. Those who pride themselves on their 
own goodness, and think that God will accept 
them in consequence by this very thought, de- 
clare that they stand in no need of the Saviour, 
and as Christ is a Saviour only to those who 
feel their need of Him, and as God only admits 
those into heaven who go to Him in the name of 
Christ, pleading His merits, it is quite evident 
that the self-righteous can in no case enter 
therein* Let these truths be deeply imprinted 
on your minds and rule your actions. You are 
taught to pray to God, and it is most right that 
you should do so, but as soon as you begin to 
fancy yourself good for so doing, your prayer 
will no longer be well-pleasing to Him, for you 
are self -righteous, and that is what He hates. 
The same may also be said if you spare a portion 
of your pocket-money to relieve some poor 
beggar, and then make a boast of it. The act 
of charity is in accordance with the \aro 
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for we are all commanded to give out of our 
abundance what we can afford to supply the 
necessities of the needy, and though the sum 
may be ever so small, yet God will be pleased 
with you if you bestow it from proper motives ; 
but though your self-denial may be ever so great, 
and in every other respect the action be very 
good, yet if your heart be filled with pride in 
consequence, and you seek*praise ftom others as 
a reward, you may very likely get • that ; but 
Christ tells you in the Bible you will gain no 
higher recompense. God will not be pleased 
with you. Self-righteous persons are described 
in Isaiah as being those which say, " Stand by 
thyself. Come not near to me, for I am holier 
than thou" — (lxv., part of v. 5). Let this never 
be the language of your hearts, dear children, 
but perform all your good works from love to 
God ; let them be seen as the fruits of His 
spirit working within you, and humbly beg His 
acceptance of them and you, for the sake only of 
Christ your Saviour. Amen. 



Let us pray. 

As sinners we come before Thee, oh Lord, 
look down in mercy upon us, and forgive us for 
the sake of Jesus our Saviour. Oh Thou who 
knowest the proud afar off, enable us by Thy 
Holy Spirit to drive that soul-dfc&troying sin 
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from our hearts. Lord, we feel that we are sin- 
ful, yet make us feel it more and more. We 
know that we can do nothing as we ought, so 
that we would not be puffed up with notions 
that we are good, which no human being ever 
can be in thy sight. We desire therefore to be 
humble, and not to esteem ourselves above others. 
Keep us, oh Lord, above all things from a self- 
righteous frame of mind v , since we know that if 
we indulge in that, we can never go to heaven. 
We know the only way to gain eternal happi- 
ness is by trusting to the righteousness of 
Christ, we therefore desire to have a greater love 
to, and believing reliance upon Him. God be 
merciful to us sinners, and hear our prayers for 
the sake of Jesus. Amen. 



Thirtieth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Oh Lord our God, we draw near to Thee in the 
name of Christ, to ask pardon of our transgres- 
sions, and Thy Holy Spirit from above to dwell 
in our hearts, that sin may not in future have 
such dominion over us. Give us meek and 
teachable dispositions to learn what is required 
of us by Thee, and then grant us the ability to 
act in accordance with Thy holy will. All 



24 Sabbatjj Ctarfmrg*- 



ask is for the sake only of Christ Jesus our 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Matthew xviii. 1 — 6, and John xiii. 1 — 17. 

HYMN. 

Christ when on earth was lowly, meek 

And humble as a child ; 
Since He was so, we too should seek, 

To be kind, gentle, mild. 
Jesus, we'd show our love to Thee, 
By following Thy humility ! 

Lord, teaeh us, help us to subdue 
Each hateful thought of pride, 

And ever may we keep in view 
The Saviour as our guide. 

Jesus, we'd show our love to Thee 

By following Thy humility I 

SERMON. 

1 Peter v. 5: " Likewise, ye younger, submit 
yourselves unto the elder: yea, all of you be subject 
one to another, and be clothed with humility :for 
God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble." 

The Bible constantly points out to us the 
depravity of human nature, and the impossibility 

I 



of anything that we can do finding acceptance 
with God, as even our good deeds are so mixed up 
with evih We also learn from it that it is only 
by God's Holy Spirit we are enabled to desire 
anything that is pleasing to Him, and this 
desire to do that which is right, is only con- 
tinued to us in answer to constant prayer. How 
dependant are we upon Him every moment of 
our lives for all things ! It is of His infinite 
mercy that we are permitted to exist, yet not 
only are we spared,, but we have all we want pro- 
vided for us, both as regards time and eternity. 
Did we receive the just merits of our transgres- 
sions, we should be miserable for ever, but 
Christ died for us that we might be everlastingly 
happy. Being well acquainted with all these 
truths, it is surprising that we should not be 
humble, but we are not so* Pride is constantly 
creeping into our hearts, and if we are not very 
careful, it takes the entire possession of them. 
Those who most desire ta keep away that 
enemy, are most fearful of its approach, and 
that is one reason why the good men who wrote 
the Bible so frequently exhort us to beware of 
pride ; and to cultivate humility. They had felt 
bow difficult it was to be constantly humble, 
how necessary always to be on the watch against 
pride ; they knew also how hateful it was to God, 
and how inconsistent for those who profess to 
be the followers of the lowly Jesxre to \&&\&%% 
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in it. As I before said, you are constantly told 
in tlie Bible to practise humility, and there is 
also in that same book given you a perfect pat- 
tern 'to copy from. It is Christ Jesus, the 
Saviour of mankind. He whose throne was in 
the highest heavens, to whom earth was a foot- 
stool, who was before all worlds. He who was 
possessed of all power, and to whom belonged 
all things, when He became man, and suffered 
in our stead, was in every respect what man 
should be ; and you have but to study Christ's 
actions to be guided in yours. Jesus was very 
humble. Before He came it was prophesied of 
him by Esaias, " He shall not strive, nor cry ; 
neither shall any man hear 'his voice in the 
streets" — (Matthew xii. 19). And again, "Tell 
ye the daughter of Sion, Behold thy king cometh 
unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass " — 
(Matt. xxi. 5). In these chapters both the pro- 
phecies and the fulfilment of them are recorded. 
He was born of a woman in a low station of 
life, and His reputed father was a carpenter, yet 
He behaved in a humble and obedient manner 
towards them, submitting to their authority, 
as you will see in Luke ii. part of v. 51. 
" And he went down with them, and came to 
Nazareth, and was subject unto them." When- 
ever you feel disposed in the pride of your heart 
to resist the authority of your elders, think of 
Christ's meekness as a child, and pray that you 
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may be like Him. Humility is required particu- 
larly of the young, and you see in the text the 
admonition is first addressed to them. Since 
pride is so detestable in any human being, how- 
ever gifted, it stands to reason it must be more 
so in a child, who is in a two-fold sense a de- 
pendant creature, first, on God the Giver of all 
things, and, secondly, on those whom God has 
placed over him, viz., his parents or guardians. 
Frequently when Christ performed miracles He 
desired that no man should know of it, as in 
the case of the leper : " And Jesus saith unto 
him, see thou tell no man " — (Matt. viii. part 
of v. 4). Also when he restored to sight 
the two blind men : " And their eyes were 
opened, and Jesus straitly charged them saying, 
' See that no man know it'" — (Matthew ix. 80). 
When He raised Jairus's daughter: "And He 
charged them straitly that no man should know 
it*' — (Mark v. part of v. 48). It was not 
that there was any probability (or even possi- 
bility) of our Saviour himself becoming vain from 
these things being spread abroad, but it was to 
show that we should perform our good actions 
with humility and in private, without desiring 
any to know of them. Christ was poor, " He 
made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant " — (Philippians ii. part 
of v. 7). And in the 8th verse it is written 
" He humbled himself." He dea^iaed 
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for when the people wished to make Him a king 
He withdrew Himself from them* " When Jesus 
therefore perceived that they would come and 
take him by force, to make him a king, he depart- 
ed again into a mountain by himself alone — ,r 
(John vL 15}. He showed His preference of the 
lowly by choosing the twelve apostles from men 
in the most humble station of life y for I dare say 
you recollect they were fishermen. Christ con- 
stantly taught humility ; His words were " Learn 
of me, for I am meek and lowly of heart " — 
(Matthew xi. part of v. 29). When placed 
before His unjust, cruel judges, and they reviled 
Him, He meekly bore all, even their cruel mock- 
ings and scourgings. And if the holy Jesus 
thus humbly submitted Himself to all Has un- 
deserved trials, what should be our conduct, 
when justly merited troubles come upon us? 
" Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,, 
and He shall lift you up" — (James iv. 10). 
Humility is necessary to ensure your salvation,, 
for if Satan for becoming proud was cast out of 
heaven, no proud person will be permitted to 
enter in there • " Be ye therefore clothed with 
humility." Endeavour not to be blind to your 
own faults, and as a general rule cultivate a low 
opinion of yourself, and a high opinion of others* 
Pray much to God that you may see your own 
unworthiness and He will answer your prayer, 
for "the meek will he teach his ways — (Psalm 
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xxv., v. 9.) ; and He 4i giveth grace to the 
humble." Amen. 

Let us pray. 
Oh Lord, we kneel before Thee to present our 
petitions to Thy Divine Majesty, pardon for our 
sins, and help to walk in the right path. We 
hope we are in a proper frame of mind, for ap- 
proaching Thy presence, for we know that Thou 
dost resist the proud, but hast promised to look 
on those who are poor and of a contrite heart. 
Oh God, teach us humility, and then in answer 
to prayer, increase that grace within us. As 
much as our sinful nature will -allow, we would 
be followers in all things of the meek and lowly 
Jesus, Enable us to see and feel how very sin- 
ful we are ; give us a right knowledge of our- 
selves, then shall we be convinced that we have 
nothing whereof to glory. All we ask is in the 
name and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord 
arid Redeemer, Amen. 



Thirty-first Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Hear us, oh Lord our God, and grant the 
petitions we now make to Thee. Give us par- 
don for our past sins, of which we trust we feel 
deeply penitent, and Thy gracious assistance for 
the future, that we may live more Yie> ow.^ak> 
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and bring less disgrace\ipon our Christian name. 
We are very sorry for our faults, but our sorrow 
is less than it should be. Increase it, oh Lord 
we beseech Th6e, because we know that it is 
only if we truly repent that Thou wilt grant us 
forgiveness, for the sake of Jesus our Saviour. 
Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Ephesians vi. 

HYMN. 

. Children, to parents honour give, 

Love and obedience too ; 
God says, do this, for whilst they live 

From thee to them 'tis due. 

Help us to keep this law, oh Lord, 

And thou our lot will bless ; 
For Thou hast promised in Thy word 

Long life we shall possess. 

SERMON. 

Exodus xx. 12 : " Honour thy father and thy 
mother, that thy days may be long in the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee." 

This is the fifth of the ten commandments, 
and as the chapter you read states, it is the first 
bearing a promise. Tied* special promise 



added to the command shows how much the 
Almighty desires obedience to it. There are 
also blessings promised in Scripture, both as 
regards the soul and body of those who faithfully 
keep this command, which I shall speak of by- 
and-by, but first I will give you the reasons 
for obedience. It is GOD'S COMMAND to you, 
" Children, obey your parents in all things ; for 
this is well-pleasing to the Lord " — (Colossians 
iii. 20). " Hear, ye children, the instruction of 
a father, and attend to know understanding — " 
(Prov. iv. 1). " Hear the instruction of thy 
father, and forsake not the law of thy mother " — 
(Prov. i. 8). I have said it is God's command 
to you, that alone should be sufficient, but 
besides this, both gratitude and interest demand 
it also. When any person performs a kindness 
for you, you are bound to feel thankfulness 
towards them for it, and it is none but the very 
worst of mankind who would not do so. The 
obligation children are under to parents is so 
great, that they can never make a sufficient re- 
turn for it. To them (under God) they are in- 
debted for existence itself. There was a time 
too, when you were each of you a helpless in- 
fant, able to do nothing for yourself in any way 
whatever, and then your kind mother nursed, fed, 
and attended to you while your good father 
laboured that all your wants might be supplied. 
For manj yeara after that period 1 "h&sfc Tuu&s&t 
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you have been, and still are indebted to your 
parents for teaching you or providing instruction, 
and bestowing on you all else you require. 
Have you ever considered the many anxious 
thoughts they have had on your account, and 
thought of their love to you ? You cannot tell 
all they have suffered for you. Oh how grateful 
you should feel to them ! You can newer repay 
them, however they may afterwards be situated 
with respect to you, and so the Bible teaches. 
If even in old age, when they are unable to exert 
themselves, misfortune and poverty should come 
-upon them, you are to beware of despising them. 
" Hearken unto thy father that begat thee,and de- 
spise not thy mother when she is old " — (Prov. 
xxiii. 22). And should you have it in your 
power to assist them, you must not even then 
think that they are at all indebted to you, or 
wish them to feel so, but esteem it a privilege 
that you are enabled to show your gratitude to 
them for what they did for you in times gone 
by. Repay them (except in a small degree) you 
never can. In Matthew xv, 3 — 6 you will read 
the reproof Christ gave to the Jews on this sub- 
ject, and what He taught. " But he answered 
and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress 
the commandment of God by your tradition ? 
For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father 
and mother, and He that cur seth father or mother: 
jet him die the death. But ;ye> sag, "Whosoever 
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shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, 
by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me ; 
And honour not his father or his mother, he shall 
be free. Thus have ye made the commandment 
of God of none effect by your tradition." It is 
your interest to behave well to your parents, 
because you may be sure that none have your 
welfare so much at heart as they have, conse- 
quently all they wish is for your good ; besides, if 
jou do not conduct yourself properly towards 
them, you will neither inherit their blessing, 
which is a thing of great consequence, or obtain 
those which the Almighty has promised, and 
they abound in the Bible, for you will scarcely 
find this command in any place without mention 
being also made of the reward at the same 
time, "Keep thy father's commandment, and 
forsake not the law of thy mother ; bind them 
continually on thy heart, and tie them about 
thy neck. When thou goest, it shall lead thee ; 
when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee ; and 
when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee " — 
(Prov. vi. 20 — 22, see also the text). Towards 
you, your parents bear the semblance of God in 
many striking particulars. For as He is the 
Creator, Governor, Provider, and Preserver of us 
all, so (under Him) are they to you. They have 
His authority over you, therefore the obedience 
required of you is a cheerful loving obedience, 
such as I have before told you God 

D 
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quired at your hands. As there is no other 
command of the Lord's so rich in promises to 
those who obey it, so there is none other for 
the disobedience of which so many curses have 
been denounced. According to the laws of the 
Jews a rebellious and disobedient child was 
stoned to death (see Deut. xxi. 18 — 21). Those 
who slighted their parents or treated them with 
contempt were accursed : " Cursed be he that set- 
teth light by his father or his mother " — (Deut. 
xxvii. 16). Some children are apt to take from 
their parents or bring expenses upon them and 
esteem it no robbery, but what does the Bible 
say of such ? Does God deem it but a little 
matter ? Look at Prov. xxviii. 24, " Whoso 
robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is 
no transgression ; the same is the companion of 
a destroyer." Those who despise and disobey 
their parents when they are young will do worse 
when they get older, for vice always increases 
unless proper means are taken to prevent its 
growth — namely, prayer to God for His help. 
The child who in his early years was impertinent 
and undutiful to his parents, when he grows older 
will not hesitate, perhaps, to accompany his re- 
fusal of obedience with oaths. This seems a 
very severe remark to make, and perhaps you 
imagine you will never do that. I hope not, my 
dear children, for the curse denounced against 
such is moat awful : " "Whoao craxfcfcth. his father 
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or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in 
obscure darkness ,, — (Prov. xx. 20). This means 
he shall be cut off in the midst of his sins with- 
out time given him to repent of them ! As 
long life is promised to those who are obedient 
to parents, so we see the reverse is generally 
the case with those who are not so ; witness for 
instance the fate of Absalom, who rebelled 
against David his father, and was hung by his 
hair to the branch of a tree, in which situation 
he was slain. The account of Absalom's death 
you will find in 2 Samuel xviii. Solomon gave 
great honour to his parents, for he attended to 
his father's commands, and shewed great respect 
to his mother* even after David's death, when he 
was himself king ; for when she visited him it 
is recorded that Solomon " rose up to meet her, 
and bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his 
throne, and caused a seat to be set for the king's 
mother ; and she sat on his right hand " — (1 
Kings ii. 19). Joseph also at the time he was the 
greatest man under Pharaoh, King of Egypt, 
when his father went to live in that country, 
showed him all respect and affection. " And 
Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to 
meet Israel his father, to Goshen, and presented 
himself unto him ; and he fell on his neck, and 
wept on his neck a good while " — (Genesis 
vi. 29). In that time of famine Joseph nou- 
rished his father (see Gen. xlvii. l&V AjqA. 
d2 
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there is a far higher example than any I have 
yet named, for our Saviour also was most obedi- 
ent to His mother and reputed father, as I told 
you last Sunday. In His dying hour too, he 
thought of His mother and provided her a home, 
as you will read in John xix. 26, 27 : " When 
Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple 
standing by whom he loved, he saith unto his 
mother, Woman, behold thy son ! Then saith 
he to the disciple, Behold thy mother ! And 
from that hour that disciple took her unto his 
own home." I trust that what I have said to 
you on this most important duty which, as their 
children, you owe to your father and mother, will 
not be unheeded by you, but that you will be 
amongst those who will inherit God's blessing. 
That such may be the case, accompany me with 
the heart as well as the lips in prayer for His 
help. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, we thank Thee for the instruction 
given to us this day on our duty to our parents. 
Make us feel sensible of the immense debt we 
owe to them for their kind care of us, and 
enable us so to conduct ourselves that we may 
neither grieve them, or bring down on our own 
heads Thy curse. Lord, we would be the in- 
heritorB o the many blessings promised to those 



who honour their father and mother. Help us 
to keep this and all Thy other commandments. 
Enlighten, guide, and direct us while here on 
earth, and when we die, receive us into Thy 
Kingdom of Heaven, for the sake of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Thirty-second Sunday. 

PEAYEE. 

Enable us, oh Lord, to enter Thy presence 
as we should do, laying aside all levity, and 
desiring sincerely with the heart those requests 
made to Thee by our lips. We ask Thee pardon 
of our sins, and Thy help to guide our future 
lives. During the time we are engaged in Thy 
service, may we be attentive to what we read 
and hear, so that our actions in the time to 
come may be less displeasing to Thee. All we 
ask is for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

SCBIPTUBE. 
2 Kings ii. 

HYMN. 

All those who truly love the Lord 

Will love His people too, 
And to the preachers of His word 

Great reverence will bWw. 
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Those children who the prophet jeered 

When he to Bethel went, 
Because they had not God's law feared, 

On them His wrath He sent. 

SERMON. 

1 Thessalonians v. 12 and part of v. 13 : "And 
we beseech you, brethren, to know them which 
labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, 
and admonish you; and to esteem them very 
highly in love for their work's sake." 

Here the Apostle Paul, in writing to the 
Thessalonians, points out to them their duty 
towards those who preach the Word of Truth 
to them. This duty of Christians is too little 
thought of; indeed, many persons do not seem 
to he aware even that it is a duty at all, hut 
such it is, both as God's command, and as being 
their just due also to be esteemed very highly 
in all love for the sake of their labours for the 
benefit of our souls. I will shew you it is the 
command of God: "And the Levite that is 
within thy gates, thou shalt not forsake him" — 
(Deut. xiv. 27), and in Deut. xii. 19, " Take 
heed to thyself that thou forsake not the Levite 
as long as thou livest upon the earth." The 
Levites were separated from the rest of the 
people for the service of God, and were always 
held in great reverence, la P&alm cv. 15 it is 
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written, " Touch not mine anointed, and do my 
prophets no harm." See also the text ; and in 
St. Paul's Epistle to the Philippians, ii. 29, in 
speaking of Epaphroditus, he says, " Receive 
him, therefore, in the Lord with all gladness, and 
hold such in reputation." Besides this you are 
to pray for the ministers of Christ ; in the 25th 
verse of the chapter from which the text is taken, 
St. Paul requires this of the Thessalonians — 
" Brethren, pray for us ; " and as I have before 
told you, that everything the Bible or Word of 
God contains is addressed to us all, we thus 
see it is right to pray for them, that they may 
be sustained and supported by God's Holy 
Spirit in their anxious and responsible office. 
By a responsible office, I mean one for which 
an account will be particularly required of them 
at the day of judgment, and as they are subject 
to the same temptations as other men, we should 
pray that they may be able to struggle against 
them. St. Paul, who led so holy a life after 
his conversion to the faith of Christ, yet felt 
sensibly and confessed to all that he was but a 
sinful being, for when after he and Barnabas, 
by the power given to them, had caused a cripple 
to be able to walk, the priests of Jupiter at 
Lystra, where the cure was performed, imagin- 
ing them to be gods, wished to sacrifice to 
them, until St. Paul rushed in amongst them, 
saying, "Sirs, why do ye thess ttmi^ 
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also are men of like passions with you, and 
preach unto you, that ye should turn from these 
vanities unto the living God, which made hea- 
ven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that 
are therein" — (Acts xiv. 15). The most highly- 
favoured of God, and the very best of human 
beings, are but human, and St. Paul, in speak- 
ing of himself, said : " And lest I should be 
exalted above measure through the abundance 
of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn 
in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet 
me, lest I should be exalted above measure" — 
(2 Cor. xii. 7) ; and in another place he says, 
" But I keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection ; lest by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a casta- 
way" — (1 Cor. ix. 27). In the Epistle to the 
Eomans he thus writes : " Now I beseech you, 
brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and 
for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together 
with me in your prayers to God for me" — (Rom. 
xv. 30). You see from these texts the necessity 
of praying for those who instruct you in holy 
things; learn also that none should be too 
ready to condemn their ministers, for remember 
you do not go to God's house to take notice of 
the peculiarities of the preacher. I mention 
this because I think so many are apt to do so, 
which is doubtless one reason why so little 
benefit is derived from attenAasice tee. And 



here I may take occasion to remark, although 
it is going rather beyond the limits of the text, 
that proper respect should be shewn to the 
house of God itself, as being the place where 
He more particularly vouchsafes to dwell ; for 
our Saviour said, "Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them" — (Matt, xviii. 20). Therefore, 
if you indulge in any frivolous or vain thoughts, 
while in a place s#t apart for the service of the 
Almighty, you break one of His express com- 
mands. (Levit. xix. part of v. 80). " Reverence 
My sanctuary, I am the LORD." You go there 
to learn as well as to worship, therefore, 
" Keep thy foot when Thou goest to the house 
of God, and be more ready to hear than to give 
the sacrifice of fools" — (Eccles. v. part of ver. 1). 
To return again to the consideration of what 
your conduct should be towards those who " are 
over you in the Lord," as being in a particular 
manner, the servants of God and labourers in 
His vineyard. We are told that God will es- 
teem a service done for His sake to any one who 
loves Him as if rendered to Himself : " Verily 
I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me" — (Matthew xxv. 40). 
And in Mark ix. 42 you will read what our 
Saviour promises to those who love His dis- 
ciples for His sake : " For whoaoem sfasSk 
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you a cup of water to drink in my name, because 
ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he 
shall not lose his reward. And whosoever shall 
offend one of these little ones that believe in 
me, it is better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and he were cast into 
the sea." God will not allow His servants to 
be injured in any way without punishing the 
offender. Miriam* for speaking against Moses, 
was struck with leprosy (lumbers xii) ; and 
you know the awful fate of those children who 
mocked the prophet Elisha. There are also 
many other instances recorded of God's wrath 
being sent down on those who did wrong to 
His priests and prophets. I shall remark, in 
conclusion, that you must strive and pray to 
have a deeper reverence and more sincere love 
to God, then you will doubtless revere His 
messengers, and love all who serve Him, ac- 
counting them your brethren. Amen, 

Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, Thou God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and Jacob ; Thou who art everywhere, yet dost 
condescend, in a particular manner, to be in 
the midst of those who assemble together for 
Thy worship, we now kneel before Thee to 
ask for what we require at Thy hands. What 
we most want is more love to Thee and to our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and more desire for Thy 
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Holy Spirit to dwell within our hearts. We 
would not in any way offend Thee by light 
and trifling conduct when in Thy sanctuary, 
thus disregarding Thy presence, or forgetting 
that (in consequence of it) the place whereon 
we then stand is holy ground, neither would 
we offer an insult to Thee, and bring down upon 
us Thy wrath for disrespect, or want of love, 
shewn to any of Thy ministers and servants. 
We would remember the fate of those wicked 
children who derided Thy prophet, and pray, 
Lord, deliver us from this sin. Bless all who 
teach us our duty to Thee, and may we shew, 
by our lives, that the good seed has not been 
sown in vain. Forgive our sins, and hear us, 
for Christ Jesus' sake. Amen. 



Thirty-third Sunday, 

PEAYEE. 

Unpeb a deep sense of the sinfulness of human 
nature, and having in mind particularly our 
own transgressions against Thy holy laws, we 
now come before Thee, Lord. We have 
sinned, forgive us; we are vile, but Thou 
canst make us ,clean« Look down upon us in 
mercy, we beseech Thee, and do for us more 
than we can ask or think, for the sake of Jesus, 
our dear Redeemer, Amen. 



SCKIPTUEE. 
Exodus xxii. 1—27 ; omitting from 16 — 20. 

HYMN. 

To take from others e'en the smallest thing 
On us the anger of the Lord would bring ; 
By honest means alone must all be got, 
We know that he who steals shall prosper not ; 
Oh Lord, then unto Thee in prayer we call 
That into this great sin we may not fall. 

SEEMON. 

Exodus xx^ 18 : " Thoushalt not steal." 

To steal is to take from another anything 
that belongs to him without his knowledge or 
consent, and this the law of God prohibits — 
that is to say, it does not allow it. This pro- 
hibition is frequently repeated and alluded to 
in Scripture, and punishments are denounced 
against those who break this Commandment in 
any degree ; for the smallness of the thing 
taken does not alter the crime in the eyes of 
the Lord, although it may be of less injury to 
your neighbour who has been wronged. As 
our Saviour taught (Luke xvi. 10), " He that is 
faithful in that which is least, is faithful also 
in much : and he that is xm^u^m^ba least, is 



unjust also in much." This sin leads to many 
others, often to violence; for the person who 
has allowed it to gain the mastery over him, if 
he cannot obtain what he covets by quiet means, 
will not hesitate to resort to force. In speaking 
of such, Job says, that if they are permitted to 
live unpunished, yet "the morning is to them 
as the shadow of death ; if one know them, they 
are in the terrors of the shadow of death;" 
and " their portion is cursed in the earth" — 
(Job xxiv. 17, and part of ver. 18). It is one of 
the curses denounced against those who obtain 
things by unlawful means, that they shall never 
be any benefit to them. Hear the words of the 
Almighty to those who are guilty of dishonesty : 
" Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in 
the house of the wicked, and the scant measure 
that is abominable ? Shall I count them pure 
with the wicked balances, and with the bag of 
deceitful weights ? . . . . Thou shalt eat, but not 
be satisfied ; and thy casting down shall be in the 
midst of thee ; and thou shalt take hold, but 
shalt not deliver; and that which thou deliverest 
will I give up to the sword. Thou shalt sow, 
but thou shalt not reap ; thou shalt tread the 
olives, but thou shalt not anoint thee with oil ; 
and sweet wine, but shalt not drink wine" — 
(Micah vi. 10, 11, 14, 15). Those who take 
what is not theirs, instead of enriching them- 
selves as they intend, only cause \» 
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become poor ; as Solomon taught, " there is 
that withholdeth more than is meet, but it 
tendeth to poverty" — (Prov: xi. part of ver. 24). 
In a vision* of the prophet Zechariah, he saw a 
flying roll, which God told him was a curse 
from Him which should go forth upon the 
people of the whole earth for sins they had com- 
mitted, and one of these was stealing — (Zech. 
v. 4) : " I will bring it forth, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, and it shall enter into the house of the 
thief .... and it shall remain in the midst of 
his house, and shall consume it with the timber 
thereof and the stones thereof." Every species 
of dishonesty is forbidden by God ; see the 
command given to the Jews in Leviticus xix. 
85, and part of ver. 36 : "Ye shall do no un- 
righteousness in judgment, in mete-yard,t in 
weight, or in measure. Just balances, just 
weights, a just ephah,t and a just hin,+ shall 
ye have." God declares that He hates all false 
and dishonest dealing ; that He takes notice of 
it, to punish the offender, and to avenge those 
who are wronged (Prov. x. 1) : "A false ba- 
lance is abomination to the Lord, but a just 
weight is His delight." St. Paul, too, in writ- 
ing to the Thessalonians, bids them take heed 
" That no man go beyond and defraud his 

* By a vision is meant a significant dream, by means of 
which God made things known to Hia servants. 
f Jewish measures. 
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brother in any matter, because that the Lord 
is the avenger of all such " — (1 Thess. iv. 6). 
Those who indulge their sinful desires for what 
is not their own, cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God. As St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians 
(1st Epistle, vi. 9, 10) : " Know ye not that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God ? Be not deceived . . . nor thieves, nor 
covetous . . . nor extortioners shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. They live under His curse 
in this life, and without hope of heaven. What 
a fearful situation to place oneself willingly in ! 
To cut ourselves off from the hope of eternal 
happiness, merely to procure what will yield us 
no joy in the possession. 'Tis worse than Esau 
selling his birthright for a mess of pottage ! 
My dear children, you may think me very severe 
to choose such subjects to address you upon, 
but I am not too much so, nor do I imagine 
you to be worse than others, but I know the 
sinfulness of human nature and the temptations 
to which it is subject. The young are by no 
means exempt from these temptations, as your 
own hearts must tell you, and you are liable to 
fall into them unless you pray to God for help. 
Should you feel a great desire for anything that 
is not your own, then immediately seek God's 
aid to drive the thought from your mind, for 
then you are in danger. Satan's next suggestion 
will be, "It would be very easy \>o 
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yourself of it, without any fear of detection." 
But though it should be of ever so trifling a 
value, the sin, as I before said, is in the eyes 
of the Lord the same. This sin, if indulged in, 
creeps on by degrees (slow, perhaps, but sure), 
till it has so taken possession of the unfortunate 
individual who is its slave, that it ends in his 
complete ruin in this life, and unless sincerely 
repented of, will seal his eternal condemnation 
in the next ! I have shewn you there are many 
ways of being dishonest, besides actually taking 
what does not belong to you. To cheat is to 
be dishonest. Remember this when you are 
playing with your companions, and never be 
tempted to take any unfair advantage, for if you 
do, God will be very angry. Do not imagine 
that He will consider it beneath Him to notice 
you at such a time, and that thus you will 
escape. God watches you at all times, takes 
notice of all things, even the very hairs of your 
head are numbered by Him ! I must warn you 
also to beware of indulging in curiosity, as this 
often leads to theft. Children are very apt to 
pry into places they have no business with, and 
thus seeing things which they think they should 
like to possess, they are unable to resist the 
temptation of laying hands on what does not 
belong to them. In the Lord's Prayer you 
always say " lead us not into temptation," there- 
Are do not run into it of yo\uc own accord, or, 



such is the weakness of human nature, that I fear 
you will fall. Look to Jesus, who loves you, 
for help, and He will give you the power to 
conquer all your adversaries. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

We thank Thee, Oh Lord our God, for the 
instruction we have received on Thy holy laws. 
We cannot plead ignorance of Thy commands, 
and we desire to be grateful that we cannot, but 
we know that we shall have more to answer for 
than those who have never heard of Thee. May 
our privileges never rise up in judgment against 
us to condemn us, but as we know Thy com- 
mandments, may we keep them also. That such 
may be the case we pray to Thee for help. Lord 
Jesus, we earnestly entreat of Thee, who knowest 
the temptations to which we are subject, to look 
down upon us in compassion and love. We 
know that thou dost love us, and wilt hear us 
when we call upon Thee. Oh enable us when 
temptations assail, to look to Thee for assistance, 
that by Thy power we may be able to overcome 
them. Give us the promised Comforter to dwell 
within our hearts, to lead us always in the right 
way; and to Thee, with God the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, be all the glory now and for ever. 
Amen. 



B 
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Thirty-fourth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Thou dost permit us, oh Lord, to enter Thy 
presence notwithstanding our unworthiness, and 
hast promised that Thine ear should be ever 
open to our cry. To whom can we go but to 
Thee ? Thou hast all we want and wilt give to 
those who ask. We come to Thee, therefore, to 
ask the pardon of our past sins and Thy help for 
the future. Grant our petitions, oh Lord, and 
accept of our poor services for the sake of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
1 Corinthians xiii. 

HYMN. 

Love to each other Jesus taught, 

And love to God above, 
Love to our Saviour, for He bought 

Our souls with heavenly love. 

Lord, teach our hearts to know Thy will ; 

May all our actions prove, 
Though sinful, yet we're striving still 

To please a God oi low. 



SEEMON. 

1 John iv. 16: "And we have known and 
believed the love that God hath to vs. God is 
love ; and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 
God, and God in Aim." 

The love of God is shewn to us in His haying 
sent His only Son into the world to suffer upon 
the Cross, that through Him we might be en- 
titled to heaven. This subject I have often ex- 
plained to you, and I trust you fully understand 
it. Great indeed is God's love towards His re- 
bellious creatures, and great the love of our 
Saviour to leave His throne in heaven to dwell 
here on earth. He who knew no sin endured 
all the pains and trials to which human nature 
is subject in consequence of it ; and at last 
offered Himself up as a sacrifice in our stead. 
How could there be greater love shewn ? For 
greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends" — (John xv. 18). 
Yet He did this for those who had rebelled against 
Him ; and what return should we make to God 
for so much love shewn towards us? We should 
surely love Him, with one whole heart, per- 
forming joyfully attHis commandments; " and 
this commandment have we from him, That he 
who loveth God love his brother also" — 1 John 
iv. 21). And in another place our Saviour says, 
"This is my commandment, thai 'jtta* <s&& 

E 2 
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another, as I have loved you" — (John xv. 12). 
Christ loves us with a perfect love, therefore that 
is what He requires of us towards one another, 
and this Christian love or charity which all 
whose hearts are right towards God, and who 
desire to please Him are anxious to show to each 
other, is explained by the apostle Paul in the 
chapter you have just been reading. He tells 
us that it will enable us to suffer injuries, affronts 
and provocations for a long time, and yet feel 
kindly disposed to the persons from whom they 
were received, entertaining no malice against 
them in our hearts ; not being easily provoked, 
and wishing no evil to happen to them for their 
malicious conduct towards us ; but hoping they 
may see their error, kindly pointing it out to 
them, and praying that their hearts may be soft- 
ened and turned towards God. When our Saviour 
was crucified He prayed for His enemies, saying, 
" Father, forgive them ; for they know not what 
they do" — (Luke xxiii. 34). We must there- 
fore do so also, for the same love is to be found 
dwelling in us which was in Christ Jesus. 
Charity will enable us to avoid boasting, so as 
to excite a feeling of envy in the minds of any 
towards us, while at the same time it will banish 
that evil passion from our own bosoms and cause 
us to rejoice at the good that happens to others. 
It will prevent our being covetous, for " Charity 
seeketh not her own.'' It tesahes us to rejoice 
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at all that is for the glory of God, and to be 
sincerely sorry whenever His laws are broken, 
either by ourselves or others. This must always 
be the case if you truly love God, for you will be 
grieved that He has been offended ; and love to 
your neighbour will cause you to feel sorry on 
his account also. The apostle Paul tells us that 
this is so necessary a Christian virtue, that with- 
out it none others are of any value ; even the 
greatest faith unless founded on love is of no 
avail for our salvation. This Christian grace is 
above all others, and though they all will cease, 
this shall remain for ever, and be made perfect 
in that world where the God of love reigns. 
The gift of prophecy, or being able to foretel 
future events will be useless in heaven, the time 
for that will be past when Eternity begins. The 
imperfect knowledge we are able to gain while 
here on earth of the "glorious mysteries of God, 
and His kingdom, will all be nothing when we 
shall behold those things, and dwell in ' the 
presence of the Almighty. Then even the wisest 
and best of persons will find their judgment 
was frequently wrong, but Charity will not die 
at our death, but will accompany our spirits to 
that blessed world where all is love, and where 
it will be made perfect. It is the most beautiful 
of all the Christian graces ; indeed, so universally 
is this acknowledged that even worldly persons 
imitate it. This imitation ia called pol%Uum* 
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The rules of politeness teach yon that yon should 
endeavour to seem amiable, disinterested, and 
kind; appearing always to give preference to 
others before yourselves: without this, things 
would never go on at all happily in this life; 
there would be nothing but quarrelling and con- 
fusion. But I wish you to possess something 
more than the appearance of love ; I want you 
to have the reality in your hearts. This will make 
you much more happy in this life, and will lead 
to happiness in the next, which the mere 
semblance of it never can, for God says in His 
word " let love be without dissimulation" — (Ro- 
mans xii., part of v. 9). This love is the gift of 
God, which all will receive who ask for it ; (see 
Romans v., part of v. 5). " The love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us" — (Galatians v., part of 
v. 22 it is written, " The fruit of the Spirit is 
love"). You must pray earnestly for God's Spirit, 
which is the Spirit >of love, to dwell within you, 
and you will receive it as our Saviour promised, 
saying, " If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children ; how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him" — (Luke xi. 13). I have 
shewn you that it is the gift of God, and it leads 
to God. Charity therefore may be shortly de- 
fined, as being love to our fellow creatures, 
founded on and united mth love to God, from 



whom it proceeds and to whom it leads. May 
you, dear children, be the possessors of this 
heavenly grace,' Amen. 

Let us pray, 

God of Love, we desire to adore Thee for this 
Thipe attribute exercised so largely towards us. 
We pray that we may be the possessors of Thy 
gift. May this heavenly spirit be shed abroad 
in our hearts, so that we may act as the profess- 
ing servants of a God of love should do. Make 
us kindly affectioned to each other, and enable us 
to drive all anger, malice, and hatred, with every 
other evil feeling, from our hearts. May all 
quarrelling and strife cease from amongst us, 
and may Thy Holy Spirit guide all our actions, 
so that we may be known ss Thy children, for 
we know that " he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 
in God, and God in him," We wish to be more 
like Jesus, who commanded us to love one 
another as He had loved us; and we end our 
petitions to Thee in the words of the prayer He 
taught us," Our Father who art in heaven/' &c, 
&a. Amen, 



Thirty-fifth Sunday, 

PRAYER, 

Before reading Thy holy word and listening 
to the instruction Thy kind providence ta& 
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finished for us, we would ask Thy gracious 
pardon of our past sins, and beg of Thee to grant 
Thy Spirit to guide our wandering footsteps in 
the right path. Oh Lord, had we asked more 
earnestly for Thy help, we should have had it 
bestowed upon us, for Thou hast said, "Ask and 
ye shall receive." Give us grace, therefore, to pray 
with more fervour for the time to come than we 
have hitherto done. Hear us for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

SCEIPTUEE. 
Mark xii. 35 to end. Also 2 Corinth, ix. 

HYMN. 

Give to the poor, thou shalt not lack 

For all thou giv'st away ; 
Tenfold shalt be returned back 

God in His word doth say. 

Give cheerfully of all thy store, 

Such gifts He doth approve ; 
To all thou hast He will add more, 

And crown it with His love. 

SERMON. 

Acts xx., part of v. 35 : "Remember the words 
of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed 
to give than to receive. 19 

Whatever may be the possessions of a person 
(as far as regards the position m ^hich he stands 



to those by whom he is surrounded), they are 
his own ; that is to say, no one may take any- 
thing away from him without his consent. 
He is under the protection of the laws of the 
land in which he lives, and should any one de- 
prive him of his goods the offender would be 
punished as a thief; he may therefore give or 
retain what is his own as he thinks proper, and 
be answerable to no man. Not so, however, is 
his position with God. The wealth which any 
human being may have He does not reckon as 
belonging to him, for God himself lays a just 
claim to all. Even we ourselves are not our 
own. Look at Psalm xxiv. 1 — " The earth is 
the Lord's and the fulness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein : " and what He has 
bestowed upon us of this world's good he has 
given to us as His stewards. All is His, and it 
is lent to us during this life to make use of for 
His service. That we shall have to render an 
account according to what has been given into 
our charge, I have before shewn you when I 
spoke of the parable of the talents. Wealth is 
a talent committed to us, and we are commanded 
to bestow part of what we possess on those who 
are poor (see Deut. xv. 7, 8) — "If there be 
among you a poor man of one of thy brethren 
within any of thy gates, in the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden 
thine heart, nor shut thine hand from tlq ^<yst 
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brother; But thou shalt open thine hand wide 
unto him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient 
for his need, in that which he wanteth.*' Had 
God judged fit, He could have made all rich 
alike ; but had that been the case,, we should 
not have had an opportunity for exercising 
Christian love to the extent which we now have, 
each being in some degree dependent on the 
other. 4i Now, your abundance may be a supply 
for their want/* — (2 Corinth- viiL, part of v. 14). 
The present order of things has been arranged 
by infinite wisdom, and as it is now, so will it 
continue to be, for after the command given by 
God to supply the necessities of those who are 
in want, He declares that the poor shall never 
-cease out of the land — (Deut. xv., part of v. 11), 
Those who refuse to relieve the wants of the 
needy, cannot love God, for " whoso hath this 
world's goods, and seeth his brother have need 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him ? " 
— (1 John iii- 17)- They are under His curse 
<see Proverbs xxL 13) — "Whoso stoppeth his 
oars at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry 
himself, but shall not be heard and Proverbs 
xxviii. 27 — " He that giveth unto the poor shall 
not lack ; but he that hideth his eyes shall have 
many a curse. 91 God defends the cause of the 
poor, and any neglect or unkindness shewn to 
them He considers as an offence against Himself. 



(Prov. xvii., part of v. 5) — "Whoso mocketh 
the poor, reproacheth His Maker." (See also 
Matthew xxv. 44, 45)—" Then shall they also 
answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee 
an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, 
or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto 
thee ? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to 
one of the least of these, ye did it not to me." 
Our kind and gracious God holds out many re- 
wards for obedience to His commands, and there 
are many attached to the fulfilment of this. 
And now I shall be able to show you how it is 
more blessed to give than to receive. The poor 
man receives a gift from the hands of Him who 
is richer, and he is benefited just in as great a 
degree as it relieves his necessities. How differ- 
ent is the case of him who gives ! Hear what the 
Bible says on this subject (Prov. xix.17)— "He 
that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the 
Lord; and that which he hath given will he pay 
him again." (Prov. xiv., part of v. 21) — " He 
that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he." Bless- 
ings of all kinds are promised: see (Isaiah lviii. 
7, 8) — "Is it not to deal thy bread to the 
hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are* 
cast out to thy house ? When thou se$st the 
naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide 
not thyself from thine own flesh ? Then shall 
thy light break forth as the morning, and thina 
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health shall spring forth speedily: and thy 
righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of 
the Lord shall be thy rereward." Those who 
give to the poor shall be rewarded not only in 
this life, but in the next also, as our Saviour 
promised to the rich young man (Matthew xix., 
part of v. 21) — " Go and sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven." In concluding this part 
of the subject I shall remark that, with regard 
to withholding from another what is justly his 
due, God even condescends to entreaty to his 
rebellious children (see Malachi iii.,part of v. 10) 
— "Prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of 
Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of hea- 
ven, and pour you out a blessing that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it." Alms-giving 
must be performed in a proper spirit, not as the 
Pharisees performed theirs, which subject I have 
before explained to you. Neither must you give 
" grudgingly, or of necessity, for God loveth a 
cheerful giver/' as you read in the portion of 
Scripture to-day. You also read what our Saviour 
said of the widow's mite, so that although 
your means may be as limited as hers were, yet, 
you see, you are not shut out from all these 
blessed promises. When you see a poor man, 
remember that your Saviour became such that 
you might go to heaven, and for His sake give 
11 that you can s pare to -aacesaities ; 



do this io humility and simplicity of heart, 
without desiring praise or looking for any re- 
ward, and the blessed promises I have pointed 
out to you (although you are only a young child) 
are yours, and you will experience their fulfil- 
ment. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh Lord our God, we kneel before Thee to 
ask that Thy love may reign within our hearts, 
so that we may show it forth in our actions. 
May we be merciful to the poor. We are too 
apt, oh Lord, to feel a desire to retain all that is 
in our possession, forgetting that it is not our 
own, but lent to us by Thee. We are but in- 
significant children, yet we have it in our power 
to do something to relieve the necessities of 
those who are in want, and we thank Thee for 
any opportunity so afforded us, which we pray 
we may not neglect, remembering the words of 
our Saviour "it is more blessed to give than to 
receive." May we never forget that He became 
poor for our sakes, so poor indeed that He had 
not where to lay His head, and let this prevent 
our ever despising those that are in distress. 
We thank Thee, oh Lord, for all Thy mercies 
towards us. Forgive us our sins and hear our 
prayers, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Re- 
deemer. Amen. 
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Thirty-sixth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Oh Lord we desire to approach Thy presence 
with reverence and deep humility. How nu- 
merous are our sins oh Lord, how great is the 
sum of them ! Yet Thou wilt blot them out for 
the sake of Christ if we feel truly penitent and 
trust faithfully to Him. Enable us, we beseech 
Thee, to do so ; and may we shew our repentance 
not only by sorrow for the past but also 
(with Thy help) by amendment for the future. 
Amen. > 

SCRIPTURE. 
Matthew vii. 

HYMN. 

" Go pull the beam from thine own eye, 
And when 'tis fairly out, 
Then from thy brother^ thou may'st try 
To take from thence the mote.* 

So spake the Saviour, nor must we 

At others cast a stone, 
Our neighbour's faults we should not see, 

But strive to mea3L oto am* 



SERMON. 

Matthew vii. 1, 2 : " Judge not that ye 
be not judged, for with what judgment ye judge 
ye shall be judged, and with what measure ye 
mete, it shall be measured to you again." 

We are all apt to see too plainly the faults of 
others, and to be too blind to our own, and not- 
withstanding the taunt which is so frequently 
addressed to those who put the worst construc- 
tion on their neighbour's actions — namely, that 
they judge of others by themselves, this is far 
from being their idea at the time, for if their 
eyes had been opened to their own sinfulness, 
they would feel pity and sympathy for their 
fellow sufferer, and would not reprove him in a 
harsh, unkind manner, or speak severely of his 
actions, which is what they who judge do. 
Blindness to our own faults is the cause of seeing 
those of others with so keen an eye, for if we 
looked " at home," we should find ample work 
there to engage our attention, so that we should 
have less time for considering the defects of our 
neighbours. Our first duty in this respect is to 
ourselves (see verses 8, 4, and part of 5) : " And 
why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy bro- 
ther's eye, but considerest not the beam that is 
in thine own eye ? Or how wilt thou say to thy 
brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine 
eye, and behold, a beam is in ttxme qttcl «s*r 
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Not interfering unnecessarily with others, but 
striving to set a good example (1 Thess. iv., 
part of verses 10, 11, and 12) — " But we beseech 
you, brethren, that ye increase more and more, 
and that ye study to be quiet, and do your own 
business, and to work with your own hands, as 
we commanded you : that ye may walk honestly 
toward them that are without," Before we at- 
tempt to correct others, we must search well our 
own hearts, " Examine yourselves whether ye 
be in the faith, prove yourselves" — (2 Corin- 
thians xiii., part of verse 5). We have no right 
to judge our neighbour, for God is the great 
judge of alL " Who art thou that judgest 
another man's servant ? To his own master he 
standeth or falleth" — (Romans, xiv., part of verse 
4). That we are unfit to judge is another reason 
why we should not do so. Actions depend 
greatly on the motive which caused them, as to 
whether they are good or evil, as I have shown 
you on a former occasion, God alone can see 
the heart. He, therefore, is the only unerring 
judge, and he has declared that if we attempt 
to deprive him of what is his prerogative (that 
is to say right belonging to him), we shall be 
most severely punished for it, for as soon as we 
constitute ourselves the judges of our neighbour. 
He will make us the judges of ourselves, and ac- 
cording as we are severe to others, so will He 
be to UB. " Condemn not, wcA^ shall not be 



condemned, forgive and ye shall be forgiven. ,, 
This was the promise of the Saviour, delivered 
from his own lips (Mark vi., part of verse 37). 
Thus we have every inducement held out to us 
to be kind in the opinions we form of the 
thoughts and actions of others. Young persons 
should be particularly careful of judging others ; 
they are less fit to do so even than those who 
are older, not having their experience. Besides, 
if the Almighty considers it as a bold assump- 
tion of His right in any to do so, what will He 
think of the child who thus presumes ? How- 
ever, as you may like sometimes modestly to 
express an opinion, I will give you a rule to go 
by. Judge by the law of love or charity, and 
then even of what may seem bad actions you 
will be able to express a kind opinion, for you 
know " charity hopeth all things." Judgment 
is not permitted to us, but we are not forbidden 
to reprove and admonish those who are really 
wrong ; far from it. We cannot fulfil the whole 
law of love without it, and our Saviour says — 
" First cast out the beam out of thine own eye : 
and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother's eye" (verse 5). That 
is to say, when, by God's grace, we have been 
led to see our own sins, and fly to Christ to be 
delivered from the power of them, being then a 
servant of the God of love, and having his spirit 
reigning within us, we shall be able, in all kmd- 
P 
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ness to point out to others those things in them 
which are offensive to the Almighty, wishing 
that they may be partakers of the same blessed- 
ness which we enjoy. The God we serve com- 
mands us to love our neighbour as ourselves. If, 
therefore, we see a brother or a sister acting 
wickedly, we must not treat it as if it were no 
concern of ours, but affectionately and humbly 
endeavour to draw him to the right path (see 
Galatians vi. 1). " Brethren, if a man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual 
restore such an one, in the spirit of meekness, 
considering thyself lest thou also be tempted." 
It is strictly the duty of the Christian to do all 
he can for his Master's service, and he will not 
be held inexcusable if he neglects opportunities 
afforded him. " If thou forbear to deliver them 
that are drawn into death, and those that are 
ready to be slain. If thou sayest, Behold we 
knew it not ; doth not He that pondereth the 
heart consider it ? and He that keepeth thy soul 
doth not He know it ? And shall not He render 
to every man according to his works ?" Pro- 
verbs xxiv. 11, 12. A word kindly spoken 
in season, may be the means, with God's 
blessing, of causing one to seek Him who 
never sought him before. Then what cause for 
humble rejoicing. How great, also, will be your 
reward ! for St. James (by inspiration) declares 
— "Brethren, if any oi 'jou «rt itom the 



truth, and one convert him ; let him know that 
he which converteth the sinner from the error of 
his way shall save a soul from death, and shall 
hide a multitude of sins" (James v. 19, 
20). I hope you see the great difference be- 
tween judging your neighbour and pointing out 
to him his errors; the former God does not 
allow, the latter he requires of you. Pray for 
the spirit of charity to abide within you, and 
rule your actions, for that will teach you to 
avoid all that is displeasing to Him, or likely to 
bring disgrace upon His cause. It will guide 
you in the way of truth, and show you how to 
conduct yourself to his glory. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Great and glorious Lord God, Thou judge of 
all the earth, we approach Thee with reverence 
and awe. Prevent us, Lord, from ever as- 
suming to ourselves a right which does not be- 
long to us, that of judge over our fellow mortals. 
Teach us to love Thee more, and be greatly 
desirous for Thy glory. We wish to be zealous 
in Thy service, but performing all we have the 
opportunity for, in a humble, unaffected manner ! 
Oh, give humility, for we know we are but sin- 
ners, and although we hope we do earnestly de- 
sire to be Thy faithful servants, yet we are con- 
stantly breaking Thy laws. If Jesus Christ had 
not died for us, and if (by Thy «^m\» ^joit&e^ 
f 2 
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us) we had never looked to Him for help, what 
would have become of our souls at the hour of 
death ? When we think of these things, may 
we be overwhelmed with gratitude and love, and 
desire most anxiously that all sinners may be 
converted to Thee. Hear our prayers, and for- 
give us our sins, for the sake of our dear Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Amen, 

Thirty-seventh Sunday. 

PEAYEE. 

With sincere repentance for the sins we have 
committed against Thee, we now approach Thy 
holy presence. O Lord, forgive us we beseech 
Thee, and teach us to pray more for Thy help in 
future. Bless to us the instruction we are now 
going to receive, and accept of our services for 
the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SCEIPTUEE. 
Luke vi. 13—36. 

HYMN. 

In enmity we must not live, 
With even those who've done us ill ; 

"Forgive our sins, as we forgive," 
These words iaug\i\» 3e«oa— still 
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With earnest hearts put up this prayer, 
Nor doubt a blessing from above ; 

To banish wrath then be our care, 
Lest it a curse to us should prove. 

SERMON. 

Luke vi. 85, 36 : " But love your enemies, 
and do good and lend, hoping for nothing again, 
and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be 
the children of the highest : for he is kind unto 
the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore 
merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 11 

These verses are very explicit and comprehen- 
sive. They not only contain the command, but 
give a reason for it, show the manner in which 
it is to be obeyed, and promise a blessing for 
obedience. 4< Love ye your enemies." It is 
generally thought sufficient to love those who 
love us ; nay, so vile is human nature, that in- 
stances are not unfrequently to be found of evil 
being returned for good, in direct opposition to 
the express command of our Saviour, which was 
to return good for evil. "Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them that despitefully 
use you and persecute you" (Matthew v., part of 
verse 44). See also 1 Thess.v. 15: ' ' See that none 
render evil for evil unto any man : but ever follow 
that which is good, both among yourselves and 
to all men." The reason given 
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forgive our enemies is, that God " is kind to the 
unthankful and evil," for He maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good ; and sendeth 
rain on the just and the unjust (Matthew v., 
part of verse 45). If the Almighty is thus for- 
giving and gracious towards them who are His 
enemies, we ought most certainly to pardon those 
who injure us. Besides, the very greatest offence 
which any human heing can commit against us, 
is nothing at all compared to those we are con- 
stantly committing against our Maker ; and if 
He forgives us, so ought we to forgive others 
" Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them 
that trespass against us." Thus our Saviour 
taught us to pray, and the prayer, of which this 
is a part, you daily make use of. Have you ever 
reflected on these words ? It is the only peti- 
tion in the Lord's prayer for forgiveness of our 
sins, and we ask that we may be forgiven by God, 
as we forgive others who have transgressed 
against us. If, therefore, we harden our hearts 
against those who may have done us any injury, 
and make use of this prayer, which we are com- 
manded to do, we are actually asking for a curse 
to descend upon us ! So that one reason why 
we should forgive our enemies is that we may be 
forgiven ourselves. Our Saviour said — "For 
if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you ; but if ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, iievftiet ^wSi ^wir Fa- 
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ther forgive your trespasses (Matthew vi. 14, 
15). In further explanation of this subject, 
Jesus put forth the parable of the king, whose 
servant owed him ten thousand talents, and 
being unable to pay, he forgave him the debt. 
Soon after this, the servant whom the king had 
pardoned, meeting a fellow-servant, who owed 
him one hundred pence, he (quite unmindful of 
the kindness which had been shewn him, for a 
debt so very much greater) laid hold of him and 
cast him into prison, absolutely refusing to grant 
his petition for mercy. When the king heard 
of what the wicked servant had done, he was 
wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till 
he should pay all that was due unto him." Our 
Saviour added — " So likewise shall my heavenly 
. Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts 
forgive not every one his brother their tres- 
passes.'' An account of this parable you will 
find in Matthew xviii., v. 28 to end. Another 
reason for forgiving our enemies is the example 
our Saviour set us, whom we should humbly en- 
deavour to copy in all things. He healed the 
ear of the High Priest's servant, which one of 
His disciple's had struck off, although he was 
one of those who had come to take him unjustly 
a prisoner (see Luke xxii. 50, 51). He prayed 
also for His enemies at His crucifixion ; and 
constantly returned good for evil on all occasions. 
God, as I told you last Sunday, is tta^g&Ak 



72 Sabbatj? ftmfyngfl* 



Judge of all. We, therefore, cannot attempt to 
punish those who offend us, without usurping 
His right. " Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, 
saith the Lord" — (Komans xii., part of verse 19.) 
Now, as to the manner in which we are to for- 
give. Our Saviour said, 4 'It is to be as our hea- 
venly Father forgives." The pardon, therefore, 
must be a full and free pardon. "Put on, 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved 
bowels of mercy, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, long suffering ; forbearing one ano- 
ther and forgiving one another. If any man 
have a quarrel against any, even as Christ for- 
gave you, so also do ye" — (Collos. iii. 12, 18). 
You must forgive from the heart; even fre- 
quently do this towards the same offender, if it 
be necessary. When Christ was addressing the 
disciples on this subject, Peter enquired — 
" Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him ? till seven times ? And 
Jesus saith unto him : I say not unto thee until 
seven times ; but until seventy times seven" — 
(Matthew xviii. 21, 22). In another place our 
Saviour says, that though it should be seven 
times a-day that we are offended by any one, 
that we are to forgive them as often (Luke xvii. 
8, 4). Therefore, we are to put no bounds to 
our pardon, for God's pardon to us is unlimited. 
By thus acting, you will inherit the blessing 
from the Lord— " Yo\it TercraaA. stasSi \» ^eat, 



and ye shall be the children of the Highest." 
You will be amongst those whom our Saviour 
has declared are blessed, and when God judges 
you, your sins will be judged with mercy. 
"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy" — (Matthew v. 7). Nor will you miss a 
reward in this life also. God is the defender of 
His people, and he will not allow thoso who love 
Him to be injured, without taking note of, and 
punishing the offenders ; and he will cause all 
to work together for good to his faithful servants : 
therefore, those you imagine to be your enemies 
are not in reality so. They are only the means 
employed by the Almighty to execute his kind 
purposes towards you. You have but to perform 
your duty, and to exercise faith in his promises, 
as I have before told you. Therefore, " Say not 
thou, I will recompense evil, but wait on the 
Lord, and He shall save thee" — (Prov. xx. 22). 
Whenever any one injures you, and you have 
angry feelings rising within your heart, and a 
disposition to withhold forgiveness, then think 
of how much more God has forgiven you, and 
for His sake freely forgive your brother. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Our Father who art in heaven, we Thy chil- 
dren draw near to Thee to ask forgiveness of 
our many offences ; we are conatraiV^ 
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against Thee, yet Thou dost always pardon us, 
when we ask of Thee for Christ's sake so to do. 
We wish to be Thy children ; enable us, there- 
fore, to act towards those who offend us as 
the children of so forgiving a Father should do. 
May we never bear malice in our hearts against 
any, but seek to do good to all, even to those 
who injure us ; ever remembering that they 
could not do so if Thou didst not permit it, for 
Thou art the Almighty and All-wise disposer 
of events. If we have any enemies, we pray 
for them that they may be led to seek Thee. 
Oh Lord, hear our prayers, and grant our peti- 
tions, for the sake of Thy Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us. Amen. 



Thirty-eighth Sunday. 

PEAYEE. 

Oh Lord our God and Father, we Thine 
unprofitable servants and erring children, now 
come to ask pardon for all our offences against 
Thy Divine Majesty. Teach us how to serve 
Thee better for the future ; make us love Thee 
more. We desire to do always that which is 
right, but the evil of our nature prevents us. 
Give us therefore Thy help, for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 



SCRIPTURE. 
Psalms xcv., c, and cxi. 

HYMN, 

The Sabbath-day God calls His own, 
Oh prize it then above all days, 

For every hour is His alone, 

To be spent solely in His praise. 

Six days He gives in every week, 

For us to toil and labour in, 
But one He bids us holy keep, 

To break it, then, how great a sin ! 

SERMON, 

Exodus xx. 8 f " Remember the Sabbath-day 
to keep it holy" 

One day from every week God requires to be 
devoted wholly to His service ; six days He allows 
us to labour in for ourselves — that is to say, to 
perform those things in which are necessary to 
be done for our existence and comfort in this 
life. Since the curse pronounced on man and 
on the whole earth also for his sin, we must 
work, or we should soon cease to exist. With- 
out great cultivation the ground will not yield 
a sufficiency for our support; then, we must 
have houses to live in, and cio&&* to^s&x^ 
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defend our bodies from the cold or heat, with 
many other things too numerous to mention, 
all of which are necessary for us while we con- 
tinue in this life, and all of which cost great 
p\tins to procure. Our labour will only cease 
at death. So has God decreed; he therefore 
gives us six days in which to work for these 
lawful purposes. Not a day should pass with- 
out some portion of it being spent in God's 
worship. Morning and evening prayer, and 
thanksgiving for our daily food, should never 
be neglected, there can be no excuse for that ; 
and those who really love God, will find time 
to read a portion of His Word, and think over 
His many mercies also, even though they may 
be very much occupied with their worldly duties. 
But one day out of the seven God requires us 
to spend entirely to Him. It is His day, and 
we are to keep it holy. We worship God on 
the Sabbath-day by assembling at His house, 
and there, being more immediately in His pre- 
sence, we should be very careful to be in a right 
frame of mind, and to conduct ourselves in a 
proper manner. We go to confess our sinful- 
ness, therefore all pride should be banished 
from our hearts. Like the poor publican, we 
should feel our unworthiness. We go lo ask 
forgiveness for ourselves, therefore we should 
be at enmity with none. We goto learn, there- 
Are should listen with Stercou^ raoA. \aaek atten- 



tion, and pray of God that we may not only be 
hearers of His Word, but doers also, for " blessed 
are they that hear the Word of God and keep 
it" — (Luke xi. 28). We go to praise God, 
therefore all other thoughts should be entirely 
banished from our minds ; that our whole hearts 
may ascend to Him. He will not be mocked ; 
it is heart-worship that He requires of us, and 
on the Sabbath-day especially all must be done 
to His glory alone. Here I must make one 
remark on the subject of dress. On the Sab- 
bath-day it is usual to appear in superior clothes 
to those you wear during the week. Eemember 
this is done with a view to honor God's Day, 
therefore do not be taken up with thoughts of 
your own personal appearance, especially while 
in a place of worship, and never wish to attract 
notice. You cannot be attending to your duty 
whilst you perceive yourself to be an object of 
attention, and others cannot be performing theirs 
while they are gazing at you. Worshipping 
God in public is not sufficient. The whole day 
is His, and nothing should be done in it of a 
worldly nature that can possibly be left undone, 
nor should we require it of others. " But the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God : in it thou shalt not do any work, thou 
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant 
nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor the 
stranger that is within thy gatea" — 
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xx. 10). Therefore, no work which is not ab- 
solutely necessary should he done. Nor is the 
day to be spent in indolence (although it is a 
day of rest), but we are to be diligent in God's 
service, and not be impatient for it to be gone. 
That is not a proper feeling. You remember, I 
dare say, that I have elsewhere told you that 
we must not serve God because we are obliged 
to do so to escape His wrath, but we should 
consider it a privilege and a pleasure. We 
must consider the Sabbath-day a delightful day. 
" If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath 
from doing thy pleasure, nor speaking thine 
own words, then shalt thou delight thyself in 
the Lord ; and I will cause thee to ride upon 
the high places of earth " — (Isaiah lxviii. 13, 
and part of v. 14). The ancient people of God 
were commanded by him to keep the seventh 
day holy to Him, because on that day God com- 
pleted the great work of creation : " And on the 
seventh day God ended His work which He had 
made. And God blessed the seventh day and 
sanctified it, because that in it He had rested 
from all His work which God created and made." 
(Genesis ii. 2, 8). After our Saviour's resur- 
rection from the dead the day was altered, for 
now we keep the first day of the week holy. 
God commanded the Jews to keep that day holy 
unto Him, on which He rested from completing 
the work of creation ; to commemorate it, then 



the greatest work of God, but the work of re- 
demption was a greater work, and that was 
completed when Christ Jesus arose from the 
dead, which was on the first morning of the 
week, as you will find by referring either to 
Matthew xxviii; Markxvi; Lu^exxiv; or John 
xx ; for an event of so much importance is par- 
ticularly recorded by each of the Evangelists. 
There were other reasons for changing the day. 
God had appointed the seventh day as a sign 
that the Israelites were His people — (Ezek. xx. 
20) : " And hallow My Sabbaths, and they shall 
be a sign between Me and you, that ye may 
know that I am the Lord your God." After 
they had crucified Jesus, the Son of God, they 
were no longer His chosen people, but were, 
and are to this day, living under the curse they 
called down upon themselves when they said — 
" His blood be upon us and on our children " — 
(Matthew xxvii., part of v. 25). Also, by the 
seventh day being the day of rest, it was the 
figure of the Saviour's rest in his grave. You 
know all the religious ceremonies of the Jews 
were types or figures of Jesus Christ. At his 
death and resurrection, these being all accom- 
plished, they were abolished or done away with, 
although the mistaken Jews still continue the 
practice of all of them they are able. The con- 
sideration of all these things will afford you a 
great deal to think of every Sunday LaV^tol 
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first thought always he that on this day Christ 
accomplished the redemption of your soul from 
eternal death, and pray that you may spend it 
to his glory. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, Thou God of the Sahbath, may we 
ever keep Thy day holy. On this the first day 
of the week, Thou didst commence Thy great 
work of the creation of the world, and on this 
day also was accomplished the still greater and 
far more glorious work of redemption by Jesus 
Christ. Oh Lord, how can we ever be suffi- 
ciently grateful for the salvation of our lost 
souls ? May we never, never forget what this 
day commemorates. Oh enable us joyfully and 
thankfully to devote it to Thy service. We 
desire to pray for the Jews that they may see 
their error, and acknowledge the true Saviour 
of the world. Forgive us all that we have done 
amiss. All we ask is for the sake only of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Thirty-ninth Sunday. 

PEAYEE. 

We approach Thee, oh God, in the name of 
Christ, and for his sake we ask the pardon of all the 
sins we have committed. smc& \&*t we met. Give 



us Thy Holy Spirit to direct us in the right way, 
for without Thy gracious help we cannot even 
desire to please Thee. Hear us, oh Lord, for the 
sake of our dear Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SCBIPTUBE. 
James iii. 

HYMN. 

Thou shalt not take My name in vain, 
'Twas thus the Almighty spake, 

And My dread vengeance shall obtain, 
Those who this law dare break. 

Thy great and awful name, oh Lord, 

I would not lightly use, 
Nor would I by a wicked word, 

Thy majesty abuse. 

SEKMON. 

Psalm cxli. 8 : " Set a watch, Lord, before 
my mouth : keep the door of my lips." 

This prayer of the Psalmist we have all need 
to make use of, for how many sins do we com- 
mit with the tongue. It is more difficult to 
rule the tongue than any other member of the 
body. Alas ! that it should be so ! The organ 
of speech is one of those things which distin- 
guish us from, and raise us above, the brute 
creation. It is a gift bestowed only on man, 
and how great a blessing ! How much less 
happy should we have been if the ^omx <a£ 
a 
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Bpeech had not been bestowed upon us. Our 
thoughts then must have remained locked within 
our own bosoms, or have been only imperfectly 
guessed at by means of signs and looks. We 
are not sufficiently thankful for any of the 
mercies of God towards us, and those common 
blessings we are constantly in the enjoyment of, 
we are apt to forget to be grateful for at all. 
Yet our every day mercies are often the greatest. 
I am of course now speaking of the gifts of God's 
Providence. His greatest gift is Jesus Christ, 
as a Saviour for our lost souls. It is a most 
difficult thing to keep the tongue in proper sub- 
jection, yet it is most necessary to do so. The 
dangers to which it exposes our souls are de- 
scribed by the Apostle James : " The tongue is 
a little member, and boasteth great things. 
Behold, how great a matter a little fire kmdleth, 
and the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity ; so 
is the tongue among our members, that it de- 
fileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the 
course of nature ; and it is set on fire of hell" — 
(James iii., part of v. 5 and 6). I have said it is 
a. most difficult thing to keep the tongue in 
subjection ; we cannot do it ourselves. " But 
the tongue can no man tame ; it is an unruly 
evil, full of deadly poison" — (James iii. 8). 
Hence the necessity of prayer to God for help. 
The wise man said, " Whoso keepeth his mouth 
and Mb tongue, keepetio. Tcda *oul from trouble" 
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— (Prov. xxi. 28). I will point out to you some 
of the sins which the tongue is the cause of. 
Swearing is a sin committed by the tongue, and 
a most grievous one it is. "Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; 
for the Lord will not hold Him guiltless that 
taketh His name in vain ,, — (Exodus xx. 7). 
This is one of the Commandments. By the 
laws of the Jews (which God Himself gave them 
through Moses) those who broke this command 
suffered death. " He that blasphemeth the 
name of the Lord, he shall be put to death" — 
(Levit. xxiv., part of v. 16). If this law were in 
force now, how many would suffer death in con- 
sequence. I should be sorry to think, my dear 
children, that you have ever committed this sin. 
I hope you never have; but when you have 
heard others do so, have you felt grieved ? I 
do not ask you if you have given a reproof to 
them, because unless to one of your own age 
it would not perhaps be advisable for you to do 
so. Children should always be humble, that is 
a lesson which I trust you have not forgotten ; 
but although you may not be able to express 
your disapprobation when you hear the name of 
your God improperly made use of, you can 
always show it by taking no part in the matter. 
If, for instance, a person should be relating 
a very laughable occurrence, and made use of 
God's name m an irreverent inaxmst, 
G 2 
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smile or take any interest in it, but feel grieved 
at the insult offered to the God you serve, and 
silently pray that the person who thus sins may 
be forgiven, and taught to see the error of his 
ways. If you do in reality love God, you will 
always feel great sorrow at the abuse of His 
name. You would not like to hear the name 
of your father, mother, brother, or sister made 
use of lightly or disrespectfully, then surely you 
should not feel indifferent where the honor of 
your God is concerned, to whom you owe so 
much more than you can by any possibility to 
the dearest earthly friend. Angry speeches are 
likewise sinful, and "He that is soon angry 
dealeth foolishly ,, — (Prov. xiv., part of v. 17). 
Mischief-making and tale-bearing are sins which 
the tongue causes us to commit ; they are quite 
contrary to the spirit of charity. "He that 
covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that 
repeateth a matter, separateth very friends " — 
(Prov. xvii. 9). Lying, flattery, and expressing 
harsh judgments of others, are subjects we have 
before considered. All evil communications are 
also forbidden in the Bible ; they cannot be in- 
dulged in without great sin. Eemember the 
Bible says, "Evil communications corrupt good 
manners" — (1 Cor. xv., part v. 83) ; and " Let 
no corrupt communications proceed out of your 
mouth" — (Ephes. iv., part of v. 29). Whenever 
yon feel disposed to cowers mth your young 



companions on subjects which you would be 
afraid to name before your parents, or those who 
may have the charge of you, then be ashamed 
to name such things at all; they are " evil com- 
munications," or you would not mind their 
being known ; tremble therefore at so offending 
God, from whom you cannot hide yourself, and 
who knows all the secrets of your hearts. In 
the verse following the one I have just quoted, 
the Apostle Paul goes on to say : " And grieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption.' ' Children 
should have no secrets from those over them, 
as they may thereby miss much kind advice and 
instruction which would prevent their committing 
many sins, the full extent of which they may not 
be aware of. My dear children, all our powers 
belong to Him who bestowed them, they should 
therefore be employed in His service, and especi- 
ally on this, His day. Never let your speech 
betray you into what would be offensive to God, 
for remember, we shall have to give an account of 
every idle word we have uttered. Let us pray, 
then, that these may be as few as possible, for 
although we can never become perfect, or 
in ourselves acceptable to Him, yet we must 
strive to bring forth the fruits of His Spirit 
within us and show our love to God, and He 
will receive us for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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Let us pray. 
We thank Thee, oh, our Merciful Father, for all 
Thy kindness exercised towards us ; Thou hast 
made us, we are therefore Thy property. It is 
to Thee that we owe the power of speech, we 
therefore desire to employ it to Thy service and 
to Thy glory. Help us, oh Lord, to govern our 
tongues that they may not offend Thee. Keep us 
from backbiting our neighbour, or by talebearing 
to stir up bitter' feelings in the minds of our 
companions, and causing quarrels, for we know 
all these things are contrary to the love which 
should reign in our hearts. Enable us to 
conquer any desires we may feel to make im- 
proper communications one to another, and 
above all things, oh Lord, we pray that we may 
never take Thy great and holy name in vain. 
Keep the door of our lips, oh, our God, that in 
no way we may ever say anything offensive to 
Thee. We ask all for the sake of our Saviour, 
in whose name alone we dare approach Thee, 
and to whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all glory, now and for ever. Amen. 



Fortieth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

We enter Thy presence, o^IaOt^tov&sk * deep 
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sense of our unworthiness and of Thy great- 
ness. Thou hast been very good to us to bear 
with our transgressions for so long, hadst Thou 
not been very merciful what would have become 
of us ? Oh, make us feel thankful for Thy 
gracious forbearance and truly penitent for our 
sins, and give us Thy pardon and help for the 
sake of Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SCBIPTUBE. 
Epistle to Titus i. 1 — 11; also Titus ii. 

HYMN. 

Those things which God in kindness sends, 
Are for our comfort to be used ; 

Excess the Almighty much offends, 
Nor will he have his gifts abused. 

When of his bounty we partake, 
May it be done with thankfulness ; 

Blessings a curse we would not make, 
By ere indulging to excess. 

SEBMON. 

Phiuppians iv., part of verse 5 : " Let your 
moderation be known unto all men.* 

In all things we should be moderate, for even 
an excess of any particular virtue becomes a 
vice. For instance, alms-giving \a ^ 
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us, but if a person were to bestow more than he 
could afford on the poor, so that he had not 
wherewith to discharge his just debts, his alms- 
giving would become a robbery from those to 
whom the money was due, for he would have 
been giving away what was not his. This want 
of moderation would have been the cause of sin. 
The public duties of religion should be attended 
to, but it would be wrong to engage in them to 
such an extent as to leave no time for those 
which should be performed in private. Some 
people being anxious to do good, commence 
instructing the poor and relieving their ne- 
cessities, and they then see there is so much to 
be done, "the harvest truly is great but the 
labourers are few," that frequently it happens 
they become over anxious and get so much 
engaged in this work, that they have not time to 
attend to anything else ; and, perhaps, while they 
are shewing kindness to the families of strangers, 
an aged parent may be sitting neglected at 
home, yet they do not see this, they are so 
constantly occupied that they have scarcely 
time for their private devotions, none for re- 
flecting on their actions and looking into their 
own hearts, so they do not find out that vain 
glory and self-righteousness have crept in and 
firmly established themselves there, nor do they 
imagine the disgrace they are bringing on the 
cause of religion by tlaia moderation. 
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If the danger of excess is so great in things 
which are in themselves good, and which, in a 
proper degree, and performed from a right 
motive, are the fruits of God's holy Spirit 
within us, how much greater must be our peril 
in those things which, although not sinful, are 
yet altogether of an earthly nature. Eating and 
drinking are necessary to our existence, and we 
naturally feel a pleasure in satisfying these 
bodily wants. It is not wrong to do so, indeed 
we cannot help it, if we would, for God has 
implanted the feeling within us and arranged 
that nature shall not go on without being 
nourished. He has given the means required, 
and there is no sin in making use of these gifts ; 
it is the abuse of them that is sinful, and it is 
on this subject I shall principally speak to you 
to-day, for in nothing should your moderation 
be seen more than in eating and drinking, and 
in nothing do we run a greater risk of breaking 
the Apostle's command. There are jnany passages 
in the Bible that point directly to the vices of 
gluttony and intemperance. They show how 
ruinous they are to the soul, and how offensive 
to Almighty God. I hope you will pay great 
attention, for I assure you that these vices 
become very firmly rooted even in youth, and, if 
indulged in for any great length of time, are 
most difficult to conquer. Intemperance in 
eating is a sin which chilchm vt* \&$t& 
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likely to commit than intemperance in drinking ; 
but even the latter vice is more common with 
many' who can scarcely be said to have 
passed the age of youth, than is generally 
admitted to be the case. As it is of so very 
dangerous a nature, I shall show it to you in its 
real enormity, that, as you become older, if 
any temptations of this kind should come in 
your way, you may not, through ignorance, fall 
into them. In the Epistle to Titus, part of 
which you read to-day, you see how much 
stress the Apostle Paul lays on the necessity for 
sobriety, both in the old and the young of both 
sexes. Intemperance destroys the powers of 
the mind, and causes people to become incapable 
of thinking in a proper manner. Indeed, for the 
time they are under the influence of what they 
have drank, they neither know what they say or 
do, for "Wine is a mocker, strong drink is 
raging, and whosoever is deceived thereby is not 
wise" — (Prov. xx. 1). It ruins the health, 
brings on poverty, causes troubles and quarrels 
which often end in the worst possible manner, 
for, when persons are intoxicated, they have 
lost all power of ruling themselves, and are like 
madmen. Solomon describes all these evil 
consequences of intemperance, and warns against 
that dangerous vice — (Prov. xxiii. 20, 21, and 
29 — 32) : "Be not among wine bibbers, among 
riotous eaters of flesh, io? \tafc<tevH&ax4. uud the 
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glutton shall come to poverty. Who hath woe ? 
Who hath sorrow? Who hath contentions? 
Who hath babbling ? Who hath wounds without 
cause? Who hath redness of eyes? They 
that tarry long at the wine ; they that go to 
seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine 
when it is red, when it giveth its colour in the 
cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last, 
it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an 
adder." It not only renders persons miserable 
in this life, but it dooms them to eternal misery 
in the next. St. Paul names " drunkards" as 
amongst those who shall not "inherit the 
kingdom of God" — (1 Corinthians vi. 10). 
Thus, by want of moderation, a great blessing 
is made a great curse. Much of what I have 
said in excess of drinking is applicable to excess 
of eating, and those who indulge in it show that 
they do not belong to God, but are His enemies. 
St. Paul, in writing to the Philippians, says, 
" For many walk of whom I have told you often, 
and now tell you even weeping, that they are 
the enemies of the Cross of Christ : whose end 
is destruction, whose god is their belly, and 
whose glory is in their shame, who mind 
earthly things"— (Philippians iii. 18, 19). Ex- 
cesses in eating and drinking degrade human 
beings below the brute creation, for they know 
when they have had enough, and take no more 
than is sufficient for them. Gl\&torc3 S» to** «ssl 
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enemy possessing powers quite so strong as 
intoxication, but if it works destruction more 
slowly, it does so as surely. We have no right 
to do anything that ruins our health and destroys 
our bodies, for they are God's property, not 
ours, and God will assuredly punish so great a 
sin, " Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you ? If any man defile the temple of God, him 
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is 
holy, which temple ye are" — (1 Corinthians 
iii, 16, 17). "These sins of the body are 
peculiarly hateful to the Almighty." — (1 Corin- 
thians vi. 19, 20). "What, know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is 
in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own ? For ye are bought with a price : 
therefore, glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God's." If we thought more 
of the great price which has been paid for our 
redemption, we should feel greater love to God 
and not be so constantly offending him, Christ's 
blood was the price of our pardon. Oh, then, let 
us not iive in enmity against Him who has 
shewn such love to us, or be lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God. Amen. 

Let us ]>ray. 

Gracious God, look down upon us we beseech 
Thee, and hear o\it piayet*. l^^m-aatinto 



temptation, but deliver us from evil. Prevent 
us, oh Lord, from running into excesses of any 
kind, but let moderation be seen in all we do ; 
in everything we would go just so far as is well 
pleasing to Thee, and no farther ; especially we 
desire to avoid an over-indulgence of our 
appetites, which would be the ruin both of 
body and soul. May we never forgeit to whom 
both our bodies and spirits belong, who 
bought them, and what was the price paid. 
What would have become of us if Christ had 
not died for our salvation? We should have 
been lost for ever ! And yet, knowing all this, 
we are constantly grieving Thee by our sins ! 
God, forgive us, and may we do so no longer. 
Help us, oh Lord, we entreat Thee, to put into 
practice those desires to serve Thee which Thou 
hast sent into our hearts, for without Thee, we 
can do nothing. All we ask, is for the sake of 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 



Forty-first Sunday. 

PBAYEK. 

Oh Lord, we are great sinners, pardon us, we 
entreat Thee, all the ill we have committed. 
Send Thy Holy Spirit into our hearts, that it 
may teach us how to act, and help us to perform 
what is right, for we desire to plaaaa Ttefc s 
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always feel very miserable when we have broken 
Thy laws. Make us attentive to what we are 
going to read and hear, and answer our prayers, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SCKIPTUEE. 
Psalm civ. 1 — 81. 

HYMN. 

God's meanest creatures are His care, 
He knows if e'en a sparrow die, 

Will He not note, then, those who dare 
Destroy these creatures wantonly ? 

Yes, if we should a pleasure take, 

In paining any living thing, 
The golden rule of Christ we break, 

And on us God's just anger bring. 

SEKMON. 

Prov. xii. 10 : " A righteous man regardeth 
the life of his beast, but the tender mercies of 
the wicked are cruel." 

You have a duty to perform, not only 
to your fellow creatures, but even to the 
animal creation, and cruelty exercised towards 
them you will have to answer for. God 
is the sovereign ruler of the whole uni- 
verse, and He Bees k&<ro* all that takes 
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place in it. All creatures that have life are His, 
and all are the objects of His care. He made 
them all, he appointed to them their place on 
the earth, and He blessed and approved of them 
(Genesis i. 20—22, and 25).— "And God 
said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly, the 
moving creature that hath life, and fowl that 
may fly above the earth in the open firmament 
of heaven. And God created great whales and 
every living creature that moveth which the waters 
brought forth abundantly after their kind, and 
every winged fowl after his kind : and God saw 
that it was good, and God blessed them, saying, 
Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in 
the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 
And God made the beast of the earth after His 
kind and cattle after their kind, and everything 
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: 
and God saw that it was good." So far is the 
Almighty from despising these creatures He 
formed as being mean and insignificant, that 
when He spoke to Job from the whirlwind, He 
names them as great and wondrous works. Of 
the behemoth, He says " he is the chief of the 
ways of God :" and of tHe leviathan, " upon 
earth there is not his like" — (Job xl. 19, and 
xli. 88). In this speech of the Almighty, 
refe nee is made also to many other animals. 
Our Saviour, too, names the provision which the 
Almighty makes even for the meanest of Hia 
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creatures — (Matthew vi. 26) — " Behold the 
fowls of the air, for they sow not, neither do 
they reap ; yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them," and (Matthew x. 29) — "Are not two 
sparrows sold for a farthing, and one of them 
shall not fall on the ground without your Father." 
God also says every beast of the forest is mine, 
and the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know 
all the fowls of the mountains, and the wild 
beasts of the field are mine — (Psalm 1. 10, 11). 
Every creature, however vile or insignificant it 
may appear to you, has been created for some 
wise purpose, and is of some use in the world. 
How many beautiful articles used for clothing 
our bodies are manufactured from the thread 
produced by a little worm ! Nothing that God 
has created is useless, and it arises doubtless 
from our ignorance, that any appear so, for in 
wisdom has He formed them all ! They have 
all some appointed task to perform, and are all 
of some benefit, more or less, to man, to whom 
the dominion over them was given — (Genesis i. 
26). " And God said, let us make man in our 
image after our likeness, and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth." Man had the 
dominion over them given to him, but he is not 
allowed to exercise eTTaLe\\.y\»^wtds them without 
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being brought to an account. " Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy." Now, 
those whose hearts are merciful can be cruel to 
no living thing, and that those who desire to 
please God cannot be so, we may gather from 
the text, for "a righteous man regardeth the 
life of his beast." Jacob's consideration for the 
dumb creatures that belonged to him, may be 
seen from his address to his brother Esau, when 
he met him as he was journeying to Seir, "And 
he said unto him, my Lord knoweth that the 
children are tender, and the flocks and herds 
with young are with me : and if men should 
over-drive them one day, all the flock will die. 
Let my Lord, I pray thee, pass over before his 
servant ; and I will lead on softly, according as 
the cattle that goeth before me, and the children 
shall be able to endure until I come unto my 
Lord unto Seir," — (Genesis xxxiii. 13, 14). 
God himself gave this command to the Jews : 
" Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox 
that treadeth out the corn," — (Deut. xxv. 4), 
thus showing that His condescending kindness 
extends even to the animal creation, and that we 
are to be kind to them likewise. Again, in the 
commandment to rest on the Sabbath-day, the 
" cattle," namely, all animals employed in 
labour, were to rest as well as man. There are 
several instances given in Scripture where dumb 
creatures were made use of by God to ei&ftrota. 
H 
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His purpose to man. At a time when the 
Israelites were governed by a very wicked king, 
God told Elijah to inform him that, for his sins, 
there should neither be rain or dew in the land 
for a great length of time. This, of course, 
produced a famine. The king, Ahab, was so 
much enraged with Elijah that he sought for 
him everywhere to kill him. God, therefore, 
bade him hide himself by the brook Cherith, 
and while there, ravens, by the Divine command, 
brought him bread and meat every morning and 
evening. This story you will find in 1 Kings 
xvii. 1 — 7. Christ also appointed that the 
crowing of a cock should be the means of 
recalling Peter to the path of duty, after he had 
denied his Lord and Master — (Luke xxii. 60). 
A great fish, by God's appointment, swallowed 
up Jonah when he was cast into the sea. He 
remained in the belly of this fish three days and 
three nights. After that period, " the Lord 
spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah 
on the dryland." (See book of Jonah). The 
ass on which Balaam rode was permitted to be 
the means of saving him from being slain 
by the angel of the Lord. On this occa- 
sion, the dumb animal spoke with a human 
voice, and reproved Balaam for his cruelty 
towards him, as did also the angel of God. — 
(Num. xxii). These stories you can read at 
your leisure. They toJI yra that the 
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animal creation is not beneath the notice of their 
Creator, but is under His protection. I hope 
you will never indulge in cruelty to any one of 
them. You cannot do so without offending 
God ; besides which, the evil will not stop 
there, for children who exercise cruelty and 
tyranny to animals will, when they become men 
and ivomen, show it towards their fellow 
creatures. It is recorded of one of the Eoman 
emperors, Domitian, that in his youth he used 
frequently to shut himself in an apartment and 
amuse himself with pulling the legs and wings 
off flies and other harmless insects, being de 
lighted to witness the torment he inflicted ! 
This cruel disposition, being unchecked in early 
years, grew with his growth, and before the 
world was rid of this monster, he had committed 
such barbarities on his fellow creatures that his 
name will ever appear in history as one of the 
most bloodthirsty tyrants that ever lived. 
Therefore, my dear children, avoid cruelty now. 
If love reigns in your hearts, you will have 
kindly feelings to all, even to dumb creatures. 
Their situation has been greatly changed by 
man's sin, " for the creature was made subject 
to vanity," — (Eomans viii. 20). So do not, by 
wanton ill-usage, increase their misery. When it 
is necessary, in self-defence, to destroy any 
living thing, do it as mercifully as possible, but 
never feel a pleasure in its sufferings, or take 
h2 
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away life without a just cause, for all belong to 
God, and to Him you will have to render an 
account. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh, Lord, Thou art God of the whole earth, 
and Thou art kind and merciful to all Thy 
% creatures. Thou providest for their wants, and 
givest them all their meat in due season. Thou 
art a God of mercy. We have found Thee to 
be such. Oh Lord, as we have experienced 
Thy compassion in so large a degree, may we 
also be compassionate to those inferior creatures 
Thou hast given us the dominion over. We know 
Thou abhorrest cruelty, and will cause us to 
render an account of all our deeds. Bless us, 
oh Lord, with kind and meek dispositions, and 
may love rule all our actions. We thank Thee 
for the provision Thou hast made, not only for 
our bodies which will perish, but for our undying 
souls, that they may live for ever with Thee in 
glory. We ask for more love for our Saviour, 
and more faith in His perfect sacrifice. Hear 
our prayers, for His sake, Amen. 

Forty-second Sunday. 

PEAYEE. 

Again we kneel before Thy footstool, oh 
Lord, to acknowledge ttifc -many sins we have 



committed since we last met. Blot them out 
from Thy hook, we heseech Thee, and let them 
no more he rememhered against us. Give us 
Thy Holy Spirit to ahide within our hearts, and 
lead us in the right way, that we may not 
offend Thee so greatly for the future as we have 
done. All we ask is in the name, and for the 
sake, of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SCEIPTUEE. 
Isaiah xliv. 

HYMN. 

Whate'er we love more than the Lord, 
Our idols surely then hecome ; 

And they, 'tis stated in His word, 
Within our hearts must find no room. 

We pray against all idols, then 

Nothing may we love more than Thee. 

Direct our thoughts, our wills restrain, 
And keep us from idolatry. 

SERMON. 

Isaiah xlv., part of 21st and 22nd verses : 
" There is no God else besides me ; a just God, 
and a Saviour : there is none besides me. Look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth ; for I am God, and there is none else." 

Idolatry, or the worship of other gods, is 
strictly and frequently forbidden m foa 
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The Lord our God is a jealous God, and He will 
not allow us to give to any other that place in 
our hearts, which should be His, without 
punishing us severely for the sin. In former 
times, it was very generally the custom to offer 
divine worship to figures of wood and stone, to 
pray to them, believing them to be gods, and 
possessed of power such as belongs to Jehovah 
alone. Those were the days of heathenism; 
now, these customs only exist in very few places, 
where the gospel is not known. It would have 
been a matter of great wonder that such forms 
of religion, and such ridiculous beliefs ever 
should have prevailed, did we not know the great 
power of the Devil, and how cunningly he tries 
to deceive the whole of mankind, endeavouring 
in every way to seduce them from the worship of 
the only one and true God. Idolatry was a sin 
which, it seems, the Jews were very much prone 
to, notwithstanding the extraordinary ways in 
which God had manifested His supreme power 
to them. It was expressly forbidden. " Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt 
not make unto thee any graven image ; or any 
likeness of any thing that is in the heaven above 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth; thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, -nor serve them." — (Exodus xx. 
8, 4, and part of v. 5). So much did God 
abhor idolatry, fhat "Hs w^H&d^ &&rald 
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not speak one with another of any false god : 
" Make no mention of the name of other gods, 
neither let it be heard out of thy mouth." — (Ex. 
xxiii. part of v. 18). Not only that, but it was 
made part of their (Juty also to destroy all idols 
from those countries wherever they found them : 
" Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor 
serve them, nor do after their works, but 
thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and quite 
break down their images." — (Ex. xxiii. 24). 
Even whatever bordered on idolatry, or tended in 
any degree to deprive God of the honour due to 
Him, by causing them to put trust in anything 
else but His word, was to be most scrupulously 
avoided, or they would meet with severe punish- 
ment. (See Levit. xx. 6). "And the soul that 
turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and 
after wizards to go a- whoring after them, I will 
even set my face against that soul, and will cut 
him off from among his people." Now, it is not 
likely, my dear children, that you will ever 
commit the gross folly of bowing down to images 
and worshipping them as gods. You live in a 
land where the gospel of Jesus Christ is 
preached, and you have the Bible to read; 
therefore, Satan is too cunning to attempt to 
draw you from the service of the Almighty by 
suggesting such a thing to your mind, which 
even common sense and the education you have 
received would cause you imme&i&t&Vj to ra^K* 
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as ridiculous. But you must not, therefore, 
imagine you are in no danger of falling into 
idolatry; that sin is not abolished in those 
countries where stocks and stones are no longer 
worshipped, and praying to such is not the only 
idolatry that can be committed ; you may have 
idols in your own hearts, for whatever you love 
more than God are such. He claims the first 
place there, and has declared that .whoever loves 
anything more than Him is not worthy of Him. 
Matthew x. 37 : "He that loveth father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me : 
and he that loveth son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me." If, therefore, you 
are attached to anything to such a degree as to 
cause you to neglect your duty to God, that 
thing, whatever it may be, is your idol. You 
love it so much that you feel you cannot part 
with it, and would rather offend God than do 
so. Or to put too great a trust in anything of 
an earthly nature is idolatry. For instance, if a 
person were to put all faith in his own wisdom, 
perseverance, and foresight, or to depend entirely 
on the assistance or power of another to accom- 
plish anything he might have in hand, he would 
be acting in an idolatrous manner. Neither 
wisdom, perseverance, foresight, riches, the 
power of the great, or any other earthly thing is 
able of itself to effect any more than the pieces 
of wood, or stone the ta&\^QT&Y^ their trust 
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in. These things are all very well to be made 
use of in a proper manner, because we are not 
to pray to God for what we require, and sit down 
expecting Him to work a miracle for us. We 
are to make use of the means within our power, but 
look to God, the ruler of all events, for what we 
wish to gain. In Him, not them, we are to trust, 
and to Him give all the glory. For "Neither 
is he that planteth anything, neither he that 
watereth, but God that giveth the increase " — 
(1 Cor. iii. 7). As the Lord commanded the 
Israelites to use every means to efface idolatry, 
so is it your duty also to do all in your power 
to effect its destruction. Opportunities are 
afforded to Christians for doing so, by assisting 
to send missionaries abroad to preach the gospel 
to the heathen, for where Jesus Christ is 
acknowledged, all their idols will fall to the 
ground, as Dagon did before the ark. (See 1 
Samuel v). From the Israelites being forbidden 
to consult with wizards, and such as had familiar 
spirits, you must see that it is wrong to seek 
to derive information from those who pre- 
tend to foretell future events, and to know 
many other things which no human being in 
existence can understand anything about. And 
supposing even they did (which cannot be the 
case), their power must be from the Evil One, 
and it would be very wicked to try and find out, 
by such means, what the Mmigjatoj ta& ^\ssJc$ 



106 £abbafy famtyxtQ*. 



hidden from us. All superstition is opposed to 
the worship of the true God, and, therefore, is 
wrong. I must now say something to you of 
the nature of this one God, as He is described 
in the text. He is a just God, by no means 
pardoning the guilty, for this justice must be 
satisfied. Sinful man could never have done 
this. Our merciful Creator, therefore, devised 
the great and wondrous plan of salvation, by 
sending His Son Jesus Christ into the world, to 
become man and to suffer in our stead. He was 
God as well as man, being equal with the 
Father, and one with Him. This incompre- 
hensible subject of the Holy Trinity I have before 
told you all about, as far as I could, and you 
see it is referred to in the text, for Christ being 
one with the Father, God is at the same time a 
just God and a Saviour. He calls upon you to 
look unto Him and be saved. Oh ! go to Jesus, 
then ; love Him for what He has done for you ; 
depend upon Him as having fully satisfied 
offended justice on your behalf; ask God to 
accept of you for the sake of His dear Son, 
whom you must believe in and feel to be your 
Saviour, and beg of Him to enable you to love 
nothing more than Him, and to trust only 
to Christ Jesus. You will not ask in vain, for 
thus it is that God would have you look to Him 
and be saved. Amen. 
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Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, we kneel before Thee to offer our 
humble adoration, to acknowledge Thee as the 
only one and true God ; there is none else 
beside Thee. Thou art the Creator of all 
the worlds, and Thou didst make man in Thine 
image; when he wickedly transgressed Thy 
command and madly attempted to throw off 
Thy authority, Thou didst Thyself devise a plan 
by which he might be saved from the everlasting 
misery he had brought on himself; even by 
looking to Jesus Thy Son, whom Thou didst 
send into the world, to pay the price which man 
could never have paid. Where could there have 
been a God like unto Thee ? There is indeed 
none other. We desire to put our trust in 
nothing else but the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 
for acceptance with Thee, for through Him alone 
can we be saved. When at any time we are 
in trouble, or distress, may our confidence be 
only in Thee to deliver us from it, knowing 
we shall not be tried more than is good for us, 
and being convinced also that Thou art the 
great Ruler of all events, so that it is both 
wicked and useless to striye against Thee. We 
pray, oh Lord, that we may love Thee above 
everything else, then we know that all will 
work together for our good. Forgive our sins, 
and hear our prayers, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
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Forty-third Sunday. 

PEAYEE. 

As sinners we draw near to Thee, oh Lord, 
to ask the pardon of our numerous transgres- 
sions, knowing that Thou wilt grant it to us if 
we feel truly penitent, and pray for it in the 
name of Christ. Oh God, make us sincerely 
sorry for having offended Thee, and give us 
Thy holy Spirit that we may love Thee more 
and serve Thee better for the future than we 
have ever yet done in the time past. We know 
that we can never be anything but most unpro- 
fitable servants, but we thank Thee that we 
shall be accepted for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

SCEIPTUEE. 
Luke xii. 13 — 40. 

HYMN. 

As 'tis forbidden in God's word 
Our neighbour's goods to take, 

We must, if we would please the Lord, 
E'en that desire foraakft. 



" Thou shalt not covet 99 He commands : 
We would this law obey ; 
For strength to do what He demands, 
To Him, our strength, we pray. 

SEEMON. 

Luke xii. 15 : " And he said unto them, take 
heed and beware of covetousness; for a man 9 8 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth" 

Covetousness is too great a love of money, 
and an over-anxiety to possess it, either for its 
own sake, or as the means by which everything 
belonging to this world is procured. The good 
things of this life are sent for our use and comfort 
while we are here on earth ; there is, therefore, 
no harm in our partaking of them. There is no 
sin in the possession of wealth if the Almighty 
has bestowed it upon us, or in endeavouring to 
acquire it in a proper degree. There are indeed 
many things which people have need of in thia 
world, which they must have money to purchase, 
they are not, therefore, wrong in wishing for it, 
providing they are moderate in their desires, 
and " use this world as not abusing it," " Re- 
membering that the fashion of this world 
passeth away." — (1 Cor. vii. 81). Our first 
care should be for our souls > to secxjxa tk<&\s. 
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eternal happiness, for they will not cease to exist 
when they are parted from our bodies, but will 
continue for ever, either in a state of bliss or of 
misery. The body can last but for a short 
time at most, therefore what concerns the com- 
fort of that, should be considered as a matter of 
very little importance compared to what is for 
the welfare of the soul ; we are commanded to 
" Seek first the kingdom of God and his right- 
eousness" — (Matthew vi. 88) ; but we cannot be 
doing that, if we are indulging our evil nature 
in the sin of avarice or covetousness. As wealth 
is a talent lent to us by God, it should be used 
as everything else should be — in His service. All 
God's gifts are good unless we make them evil, 
and whilst wealth is regarded in a proper man- 
ner, it is a blessing ; if it be too much thought 
of it becomes a curse. Covetousness is strictly 
forbidden : " Thou shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bour's house, thou shalt not covet the neigh- 
bour's wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid- 
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything 
that is thy neighbour's " — (Exodus xx. 17). 
"Let your conversation be without covetous- 
ness " — (Heb. iii. 5). " Love not this world " 
— (1 John ii. 15). "If riches increase, set not 
your heart upon them " — (Psalm lxii. 10). " Set 
your affections on things above, not on things 
on the earth " — (Colos. iii. 2). There are many 
reasons why we should not desire riches. First, 
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bhe desire be very great in a person's mind he 
ght be led into the commission of sins to 
in what he so much craved for, as was the 
je with Ahab, King of Israel, when he 
ireted the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite : 
is story you will find in 1 Kings xxi. 1 
16. In this case, how many grievous crimes 
re committed : theft, perjury, or taking a 
se oath, and even murder! Secondly, the 
ssession of riches is often very dangerous to 
3 welfare of the soul, as the Bible teaches : 
They that will be rich fall into temptation and 
mare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
its, which drown men in destruction and per- 
ion. For the love of money is the root of all 
1, which while some coveted after they have 
ed from the faith, and pierced themselves 
ough with many sorrows'' — (1 Tim. vi. 9, 
). Although we are taught that if riches 
rease the heart is not to be set upon them, it 
very seldom that such is not the case, and 
is it is that men are plunged into perdition, 
ey are drawn into the world, and religion be- 
lies neglected, for "If any man love the 
rid, the love of God is not in him" — (1 John 
15). Riches too frequently become the idol 
their possessors, so that they would rather 
b heaven than part with them. The young 
n in the gospel who came to Jesus, asking 
at he should do to inherit eternal life^ 
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told to sell whatsoever he had, give the money 
to the poor, and take up the cross and follow 
the Saviour, what did he do ? " He was sad at 
that saying, and went away grieved, for he had 
great possessions." His treasure was on earth, 
and his heart was hound down to it ; so that 
although his soul had some longings for heaven, 
yet when called upon to give up his wealth to 
show his love to God, he proved that he prized 
that more highly, and would rather live a rich 
man away from his Saviour than be a poor fol- 
lower of Jesus with the certainty of having 
treasure in heaven ! How great a snare is wealth! 
Jesus himself said " How hardly shall they that 
have riches enter into the kingdom of God." 
The account of the young rich man you will find 
in Mark x. 17 — 23. Another reason why we 
should not desire riches is that they will not 
even produce happiness in this life, and while 
we have them, they only increase our cares and 
troubles. Solomon describes all such things as 
being " Vanity and vexation of spirit " — (Eccles. 
ii. 17); besides which, in this changing world it 
is not certain how long a person may continue 
in the possession of what he has gained. One 
day he may be surrounded by every luxury, the 
next he may be reduced to beggary, and how 
dreadful must this be to one who has set his 
heart on these earthly treasures : " Labour not 
to be rich, cease from \3om& owa. \risdom. Wilt 
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thou set thine eyes upon that which is not ? for 
riches certainly make themselves wings, they 
fly away as an eagle towards heaven" — (Prov. 
xxiii. 4, 5). Thus you see the happiness of 
man's life consists not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth. Now, my dear 
children, have you ever committed the sin of 
covetousness by desiring to be in a higher 
sphere of life than that you are placed in ? Or 
when you have seen your young companions with 
smarter clothes, or with any other things better 
than yours, have you greatly longed for them, 
and felt ruffled and discontented because you 
could not have such ? If so, remember you are 
better off as you are ; you must find how very 
difficult it is to avoid offending God now, and by 
increasing your snares and temptations you 
would only sin the more, nay, perhaps you 
might be led to forget Him altogether, and then 
what would become of you ? We know not 
when death may come ; how necessary, then, to 
be always prepared ! Perhaps even this very night 
our souls may be required of us. Do not, there- 
fore, think too much about the things of this 
life, but seek to be a follower of Jesus, and He 
will give you treasures in heaven. You know 
the love He has to you. Pray, therefore, that 
you may not desire anything which would 
separate you from Him in this life, and cut you 
off from that inheritance in taanen ^\lv2&. ^L<& 
i 
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has purchased for you by His blood. Be ready, 
therefore, to give up anything you possess rather 
than your title to eternal happiness and glory. 
Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Gracious and merciful God, with humble and 
penitential feelings we desire to approach thy 
sacred presence, and whilst kneeling before 
Thee, and offering the praises of our lips, may 
our hearts feel every word we utter. Oh keep 
us from the sin and folly of prefering anything 
in this world to the joys of heaven. We thank 
Thee for all Thou hast given us of temporal _ 
blessings, but we wish not to love them so much 
as to forget the Giver of them ; rather than we 
should do so, oh Lord, we would beg of Thee to 
take them from us, for we know that the things 
of this life are but for a short time, but thy 
love is both now and for ever. Send Thy holy 
spirit into our hearts that it may teach us, 
saying within us " This is the way, walk ye in 
it." We thank Thee that we ever feel a desire 
to love and serve Thee. Increase that feeling, 
we beseech Thee. Forgive all the sins we have 
committed, for the sake of Jesus Christ, and 
accept of our services. To Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost be endless praise. Amen. 
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Forty-fourth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Merciful God and Father, we ask Thy for- 
giveness of our sins ; they are many and great, 
yet not too many or too great for Thee to pardon, 
if we approach Thee in sincere penitence and rely- 
ing on the merits of Jesus' hlood. It is in His 
name alone we come, and for His sake only that 
we pray for forgiveness; hlot them out, therefore, 
oh Lord, we beseech Thee. Enable us to serve 
Thee more faithfully for the future, and by Thy 
help to conquer all our spiritual enemies, and to 
Thy name be all the glory. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
1st Epistle to Timothy, vi. 

HYMN. 

Howe'er our lot be cast below, 

In comfort or in pain, 
Let us not murmur, for we know 
" Contentment is great gain." 

Teach us, oh Jesus, thankfulness ; 

This thought within preserve ; 
Our joys are more, our sorrows less, 

Far less than we desert. 
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SEKMON. 

1st Timothy, vi. chap, verses 6, 7, 8 : " God- 
liness with contentment is great gain. For we 
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain 
we can carry nothing out. And having food 
and raiment, let us therewith be content.' 9 

How many good reasons are there why we 
should be contented with our lot in life, what- 
ever it may be. In the first place, infinite 
wisdom arranged all things ; we may be quite 
sure, therefore, that the station we fill is the 
very best for us, consequently we should not 
murmur, or foolishly imagine we could have 
arranged better, although people often do think 
so, and fancy themselves to be much more 
suited for some other situation of life than that 
they are placed in. These wishes are either 
suggestions of Satan, or the cravings of their 
own sinful nature for things which the Almighty 
has seen fit to withhold, and they should pray 
for the spirit that was in the Apostle Paul, when 
he said : "I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content. I know both how to 
beabased, andl know how to abound ; everywhere, 
and in all things, I am instructed both to be full 
and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need. I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me"— QMrilL v*. 11—13). To 



God all belongs, and He is the sole master of 
everything. Whatever we enjoy is but by His 
permission ; we should therefore not only be con- 
tented but thankful. We have seen also how 
great a snare is wealth, how likely to estrange 
the heart from God, and to make us love this 
present world, so that we should rather rejoice 
if we do not possess it. " Having food and 
raiment, let us be therewith content," that is all 
that is necessary for our existence, the great 
end of which is God's glory and our own 
eternal happiness. We did not come into this 
world to enjoy the pleasures of it, but to work 
out the salvation of our souls, therefore " Be 
content with such things as ye have ; for he 
hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee." — (Heb. xiii. 5). This promise should be 
a support to us under any circumstances, for 
where love to God exists in the mind of the 
poorest person, he ,enjoys more happiness than 
is the portion of the richest and greatest indi- 
vidual in the land who is living in a state of 
enmity againt his Maker. " Better is little with 
the fear of the Lord, than great treasure and 
trouble therewith" — (Prov. xv. 16). The short- 
ness of life is another reason why we should be 
content. If we are called upon to suffer pains, 
afflictions, and trials, or anything else that 
human nature shrinks from, it is but for a little 
while, our life will soon wgsrciV^ 
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travellers in this wilderness, and travellers do 
not expect all the comforts of home while on 
their journey. They wait with patience till 
they are there, consoling themselves mean- 
while with the thought that each day brings 
them nearer, to it; so should we do, this is 
not our rest, therefore we should not look upon 
it as such. If we love God we are journeying to 
a home where every desir6 shall be satisfied ; 
nay, while here below, " They that love the 
Lord shall not want any good thing " — (Psalm 
xxxiv. 10). Surely with such a promise we 
may well trust to the Almighty to arrange what 
shall be our portion in this life, feeling the same 
confidence in His all-providing care that David 
did, when he said " The Lord is my Shepherd, 
I shall not want" — (Psalm xxiii. 1). Another 
strong reason for content is, that what is be- 
stowed upon us, is so far above our deserts ; we 
have, therefore, no right to complain, but have 
every reason for thankfulness. By nature we are 
the enemies of Him from whom all our blessings 
come, and we do not deserve even the least of 
all His mercies to us. Lord, " what is man 
that thou art mindful of him ? " Even though 
we should be called upon to suffer extreme 
poverty, it is no more than our Saviour endured 
while on earth. He was so destitute of the com- 
mon comforts of this life, that in describing His 
situation to the scribe ^tao declared he would 



Jwtg-fourifr Stanton* 1 1 9 



follow Him wherever He went, " Jesus saith 
unto him, the foxes have holes, and the birds of 
the air have nests ; but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head" — (Matthew viii. 20). 
" We brought nothing into this world, and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out ; 99 therefore, 
however great may be our possessions in this 
life, even should they not be the means of pre- 
venting us from reaching heaven, they will not 
increase our happiness there, for the fashion of 
this world passeth away ; indeed, so far are 
they from benefiting us in another world, that 
the Bible assures us that our sufferings here 
on earth (if received in a meek and humble 
spirit, and having the fear of God in our hearts,) 
will increase our happiness in heaven, " For 
our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory ; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen ; for the things which are 
seen are temporal ; but the things which are not 
seen y are eternal " — (2 Cor. iv. 17, 18). Be 
contented, therefore, with your lot in life, what- 
ever it may be, and strive with God's help to 
fulfil the duties of it cheerfully, having His love 
in your hearts, and whenever you feel inclined 
to murmur at your appointed portion remember 
it is God who placed you in your present situa- 
tion, and that it is far battel y^Tsas^* 
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Look around you also, and you will see many 
who are more deserving than yourselves, who 
have not the blessings you enjoy; then pray to 
the Almighty to make you thankful, to enable 
you to withstand the trials and temptations of 
this world, that when they are o'er, your souls 
may be received into everlasting glory, through 
the merits and death of Him who endured every 
suffering to which human nature is subject for 
your sakes. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

With humility, oh Lord, we kneel before Thee; 
we feel our unworthiness and insignificance 
when we approach Thy presence. Thou art a 
Great God, and we Thy sinful and rebellious 
creatures, yet we are permitted to come and 
make our requests known unto Thee, and Thou 
hast promised also to grant them for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. Oh ! give us thankful hearts for 
all Thy mercies vouchsafed towards us, and 
prevent our ever murmuring at Thy all wise ar- 
rangements. Under every circumstance of life, 
we would remember Thee and be grateful. In 
prosperity may we not forget from whom we 
have received what we enjoy, but may we employ 
Thy gifts to Thy service, and in trouble may we 
look to Thee for consolation, and remember 
that whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth. Like 
Job, we would wish to Th.^ name at all 
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times, and say with him, " Shall we receive good 
at the hand of the Lord, and not evil?" If 
we love Thee, we know that all things shall 
work together for our good, even when they 
appear to be evil. Oh, hear our prayers and 
forgive all our sins, for the sake of Christ Jesus, 
our Lord and Redeemer. Amen. 



Forty-fifth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

With deep penitence for the sins we have 
committed, we kneel at Thy footstool to ask 
the pardon of them. Blot them out of Thy book 
and remember them no more against us, we 
beseech Thee. Soften our hard hearts, and 
cause them to love Thee, that we may not for 
the time to come so grievously offend Thee, as 
we have done in the days that are past. All we 
ask at Thy hands is only in the name and for 
the sake of Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Proverbs i. 10 to end. 

HYMN. 

Though sinful friends should oft entice 
To walk with them in evil ways, 

We'll follow not their bad advice, 

Nor fear their frown, nor prize their ijtaififc. 
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But from such tempters we would flee, 
Of trusting self we would beware ; 

And, Lord, for strength we pray to Thee, 
Lest we should fall into the snare. 

SEEMON. 

Prov. iv. 14, 15 : " Enter not into the 
path of the wicked, and go not into the way of 
evil men ; avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, 
and pass away. 1 * 

The command to abstain from mixing with 
the ungodly is very strictly laid down, not only 
are we forbidden to enter into the path of the 
wicked, but we are to avoid it altogether, to 
turn from it, and pass on in an opposite direc- 
tion. There are but two roads in this life to 
choose from, namely, the one that narrow path 
leading to heaven, and the other the broad way 
leading to hell. Christ told His disciples that 
they must walk in the strait path ; if, therefore, 
we would be numbered among them, that is the 
one we must prefer. " Enter ye in at the strait 
gate ; for wide is the gate and broad is the way 
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
that go in thereat : because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be which find it " — (Matthew vii. 
IS, 14). Because so many rush madly on, 
winning against their Makst, ^ reason 
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why we should join them. It will be taken as 
no excuse for us at the day of judgment, that we 
only did as others, for God has warned us not 
to " Follow a multitude to do evil " — (Exodus 
xxiii. 2). Their end is destruction, and that 
will be ours if we do not heed this command. 
Our Saviour taught us to pray " lead us not into 
temptation," which shows that we should not 
desire to be exposed to it. There are, however, 
many temptations which we must have* in the 
way of communion with those who do not fear 
God ; for the Apostle Paul, in writing to the 
Corinthians to avoid this as much as possible, 
told them they could not do so altogether, or 
then they must * Needs go out of the world " 
— (1 Cor. v. 10); and in these unavoidable cases, 
if we look to God, He " will, with the tempta- 
tion, also make us a way of escape " — (1 Cor. 
x. 13). God loves us, and will not expose us to 
more temptation than we are able to bear, but 
being acquainted with our weakness, and the 
natural tendency of our hearts to evil, He com- 
mands us to avoid the company of those who 
are opposed to His laws, for fear we should be 
induced to follow their bad example. God com- 
manded the Israelites, when travelling in the 
wilderness, to have no fellowship with th6 
idolatrous nations, shewing them the danger of 
it (see Exodus xxxiv. 12 and 15) : " Take heed 
to thyself, lest thou make a ootqtikdAi ^ta. 
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inhabitants of the land, and thou go a-whoring 
after their gods, and one call thee and thou eat 
of his sacrifice." The danger of bad company 
is very great, even the wisest man was not proof 
against it. You' remember that at the com- 
mencement of Solomon's reign, he served the 
God of David his father, and built a magnificent 
temple for His service, but afterwards, acting 
contrary to the command of the Almighty, he 
formed connection with idolatrous nations, by 
taking wives from thence, and they led him 
astray from the right path, as you will see by 
referring to 1 Kings xi. 4, 5, 6: "For it 
came to pass when Solomon was old, that his 
wives turned away his heart after other gods, 
and his heart was not perfect with the LORD 
his God, as was the heart of David his father. 
For Solomon went after Astoreth the goddess of 
the Zidonians ; and after Milcom, the abomina- 
tion of the Ammonites ; and Solomon did evil in 
the sight of the LORD, and went not fully after 
the LORD, as did David his father." Rehoboam 
his son, who reigned after him, also proved the 
ill effects of bad company, for he lost nearly the 
whole of his kingdom by following the advice 
of wicked associates. (See 1 Kings xii. 1 — 20). 
The influence of example is wonderful, we can- 
not avoid acting and speaking, as we constantly 
see and hear others act and speak; this is 
generally admitted, ioi ^Jaifc xe^^^rauifi who 
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wish thoroughly to acquire a foreign language 
go to reside in the country where it is spoken, 
and those who live long in any other nation, not 
only learn to speak the language of it, but they 
also acquire the manners and tastes of the peo- 
ple they have been dwelling amongst. The 
influence of example is further seen by the 
similarity existing in the ways and peculiar 
mode of speaking in persons of the same county 
or town, and amongst members of the same 
family. Therefore, how necessary to shun the 
company of those who do not fear God, lest you 
should become like them. Let it, however, be 
done from a proper motive ; you are not proudly 
to say within yourselves, " I am better than 
such and such persons, therefore I do not con- 
sider them good enough company for me;" 
never let that thought intrude itself upon you, 
or you would be acting like those high-minded 
hypocrites described in Isaiah (lxv. 5), "which 
say, stand by thyself, come not near to me ; for 
I am holier than thou. These are as smoke in 
my nose saith the Lord God." This is not the 
feeling you should have, for the Bible tells you 
not to despise those who act improperly, although 
you are not to associate with them — (2 Thess. 
xiv. 14, 15) : "If any man obey not our word 
by this epistle, note that man, and have no com- 
pany with him, that he may be ashamed ; yet 
count him not as an enemy, but &d.mom^\x \&b>l 
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as a brother.' ' You must avoid intercourse 
with the ungodly as much as possible on your 
own account, for fear you should fall into their 
snares ; "He that walketh with wise men shall 
be wise ; but a companion of fools shall be de- 
stroyed "— (Prov. xiii. 20). Therefore, " if sin- 
ners entice thee, consent thou not." Those that 
serve Satan are not contented with only doing 
so themselves, but they are constantly endea- 
vouring to gain others over to their side. They 
are the enemies of God, and if you love Him, 
you will not wish to have more to do with such 
than you can help. Their company will be 
distasteful to you, " For what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness, and what 
communion hath light with darkness" — (2 Cor. 
vi. 14). A soldier possessed of a true and loyal 
disposition towards his king, would not mix in 
friendship with those who were waging war 
against his sovereign, and seeking by every 
means in their power to overthrow his govern- 
ment ; nor, would a dutiful child willingly have 
for companions those who hated his kind, good 
father, for he could feel no pleasure in the 
society of persons who constantly set his father 
at defiance, and spoke of him with disrespect. 
I should think very little of the loyalty of that 
soldier, or the love of that child who could do 
so. And should you then form fellowship with 
those who have thrown ofi fti* " *ass ^oke " of 
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the King you serve, who despise and insult the 
father who loves you ? Will you, while you 
profess to love God, feel pleasure in the society 
of His enemies ? If you do, you will soon be- 
come such yourself, for your weak and sinful 
nature being unable to withstand temptation 
(unless with divine help), you will fall. God 
has promised that you shall have no temptation 
too strong for you, and that He will with it 
afford you the means of escape, but if you wil- 
fully run into it, you will have no help from Him 
to enable you to withstand it. You cannot ask 
for His aid and protection while acting in direct 
opposition to His commands, and the promise 
of His Holy Spirit is made to those who ask for 
it. God never made any command without 
promising a blessing to those who obeyed it. 
Hear the one attached to the fulfilment of this : 
" Come out from among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord ; and touch not the unclean 
thing and I will receive you; and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty " 
— (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18). May this blessing be 
yours. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh God our Father, hear us, we beseech Thee, 
while we ask the help of Thy Holy Spirit to 
lead our wandering hearts to Thee, and to teach 
us to choose that narrow path ^Tai&Vx \& 
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eternal life. May we ever prefer the society of 
those who love and revere The holy Name, and 
may we forsake the companionship of such as 
live in defiance of Thy authority, acting against 
Thy commands, and insulting Thy divine Ma- 
jesty. With these, Thine enemies, we would 
have no fellowship, but we pray to Thee for them, 
that they may see the error of their ways and 
leave the service of Satan to turn to Him who 
waits to be gracious to them, even to Thee, oh 
God, who didst send thy Son Jesus Christ into 
this world to die for those who were His enemies. 
Look down in mercy upon us, Jesus, our Lord 
and Saviour, and increase our love to Thee ; we 
desire not the friendship of the world, knowing 
that it is enmity with God, and we would rather 
resign anything belonging to this present life, 
than forfeit communion with Thee in the next. 
We look to Thee, oh God, to strengthen us in 
every good resolve we have been enabled, by Thy 
Holy Spirit, to make, and we pray that Thou 
wilt receive us as Thy sons and daughters, and 
forgive us all our sins, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 



Forty-sixth Sunday. 

PKAYER. 



Oh Lord, pardon the sins that we have com- 
mitted against Thee, an^^lot out all our trans- 
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gressions. Send down the promised Comforter 
into our hearts, that through its influences we 
may love Thee more, and feel a greater degree 
of pleasure in Thy service than we confess with 
shame we have ever yet done. All our petitions 
we present only in the name, and for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Psalm cxix. 1st four parts. 

HYMN. 

Cherish not evil in thy heart, 

There let it not remain ; 
For if it doth not quick depart, 

Th' ascendancy 'twill gain. 

From sinful thoughts bad words arise, 

And also wicked deeds ; 
Wait not their growth, then, but be wise — 

Destroy these evil seeds. 

SERMON. 

Mark vii. 21 — 23 : " From within, out of the 
heart of man, proceed evil thoughts .... 
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
. . . . blasphemy, pride, foolishness : all 
these evil things come from within, and defile 
the man." 

E 
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This is a true description of the human heart, 
and what a sad one it is ! Well indeed might 
the weeping* prophet exclaim, " The heart is 
deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked; who can know it?" — (Jeremiah xvii. 
9). How necessary then to be constantly on 
the watch, to avoid falling into its snares. I 
will show you how your treacherous heart acts 
by you. We will suppose a castle to be attacked 
. by an army from without, which surrounds it on 
all sides with a view to gain admittance ; the 
army is so very great and powerful that the 
governor of the castle cannot resist its attacks 
by himself ; there is, however, a mighty king, 
who has promised that if applied to, he would 
always help him in " every time of need," and 
not permit his enemies to conquer. Now, sup- 
posing there was one within the castle who, 
when the governor thought of applying to this 
great king for help, should persuade him that it 
was not necessary, for he would be able to con- 
quer them without it, or should represent that 
these enemies were friends and so gain an ad- 
mittance for them, what would you say of that 
person ? Doubtless, that he was a traitor, and 

* Jeremiah was called " the weeping prophet " from his 
afflictions and sorrows arising from the persecution he 
endured, and the misery he foresaw and prophesied would 
come to pass upon men for their gross rebellion against 
God. 
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one not to be trusted. Just such a traitor you 
have within your own bosoms ; it is your wicked 
and deceitful heart, which, while you are beset 
by the temptations of the world without, would 
persuade you to seek the friendship of it, which 
is " enmity with God," and when you see your 
danger and feel a faint desire to ask for help, it 
will try and blind your eyes to your situation, 
and smother every good wish. You have not a 
more dangerous foe than your own evil heart ; 
this is the traitor within the castle who is ever 
seeking to join with your enemies without, and 
deliver you over to their power, therefore always 
distrust it. How dangerous are evil thoughts, 
and to what fearful actions do they lead ! All 
the most horrible crimes that man commits 
proceed from his heart ; (see the text) even mur- 
ders are the result of evil thoughts. Oh ! how 
important then to follow the advice of the wise 
man, who said, " Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence, for out of it are the issues of life " — 
(Prov. iv. 23). How exceedingly necessary it is 
with sin to nip it in the bud. As soon as a 
wicked thought arises, endeavour to drive it 
from your bosoms ; it is easier to overcome the 
evil at first than afterwards, when you have 
allowed it to gain strength. The great strong 
oak trees you may have seen growing, were all 
at first but little acorns ; as such they might 
have been crushed with the greatest ease, but- 
k2 
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having been permitted to take firm root, they 
afterwards became so large and strong, as to 
require the utmost force to destroy them. How 
many a house has been burned to the ground 
merely from a little spark having fallen, and 
been suffered to remain unextinguished ! It 
might have been easily put out at first, but 
being neglected it immediately became a great 
and unconquerable flame. Evil thoughts are 
sparks, and if not immediately cast from you, 
they also will become raging fires that will 
destroy your souls. It is impossible that your 
actions can be good while you allow evil thoughts 
to remain unchecked in your hearts, for "A 
good man, out of the good treasure of the heart, 
bringeth forth good things, and an evil man 
out of the evil treasure, bringeth forth evil 
things " — (Matthew xii. 35). Solomon, in de- 
scribing the wicked man, says " frowardness is 
in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually ;" 
and he adds, " Therefore shall his calamity 
come suddenly ; suddenly shall he be broken 
without remedy " — (Prov. vi. 14, 15). It is pos- 
sible for God to save a soul under any circum- 
stances, even when sin has been so permitted to 
gain the mastery that all hope seems over ; and 
sometimes in His infinite wisdom He does so, but 
He does not promise to do it ; indeed, in the pas- 
sage of scripture just quoted, and in many others 
also, He declares that tko&e who have indulged 
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in sinful thoughts shall perish. It is perfectly 
just that if we love sin we should receive the 
wages of it, and it is madness to suppose that if 
we do not flee the lesser temptation of evil 
thoughts, we shall be able to protect ourselves 
when we have allowed the temptation to be 
greater. If a burning coal were to shoot out of 
the fire on your dress, how foolish it would ap- 
pear if you were to say, " I will do nothing now 
towards extinguishing it, but I will wait and let 
it burn awhile, and when my clothes are all in 
flames around me, I can then put the fire out." 
If you were to act in this manner, the almost 
certain consequence would be, that you would be 
burnt to death, for having allowed the fire to 
gain ground before you tried to save yourself; 
you would discover that you could not then put 
it out, although at first you might have done so 
with ease. If, however, such a circumstance 
were to occur to you, you would be so alarmed, 
that you would call for assistance immediately, 
that you might as quickly as possible get rid of 
the burning coal, for fear of the consequences. 
Just so then, my dear children, endeavour to 
drive away an evil thought ; go to God im- 
mediately for help, and He will enable you to 
banish it from your heart, but do not wait till 
the sinful desire has been gratified, for you see 
the fearful consequences of delay. Even before 
worse comes of it, the sinful dfesvtfc \\&s3& Sss. 
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offensive to God, that is, if you do not endeavour 
to get rid of it. Amongst the seven things that 
are an abomination to the Lord, Solomon names 
" A heart that deviseth wicked imaginations" — 
(Prov. vi. 18). God searches the heart, and He 
knoweth the wicked thoughts that lurk therein, 
and he requires them to be forsaken (see Isaiah 
lv. 7) — " Let the wicked forsake his ways, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let 
him return unto the LORD and he will have 
mercy upon him, and to our God for he will 
abundantly pardon." You must seek God with 
the whole heart to gain an answer ; David says 
" Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and 
that seek him with the whole heart. They also 
do no iniquity, they walk in his ways " — (Psalm 
cxix. 2, 3). Sincerely desiring in their hearts 
to serve God, He enables them to do so. Your 
hearts naturally produce none but evil thoughts, 
but if you pray sincerely to the Lord He will 
send His holy Spirit from above to dwell within, 
and then by its help you will be able to drive 
them from thence. Of yourselves you can do 
nothing, but His ear is ever open to your cry, 
and He is always willing to afford His aid to 
those who desire it. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, Thou searcher of the inmost heart, 
Thou who art acquam\.e9i ^SSfc. essrj bought 
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that lurks within, we kneel before Thee in 
prayer to ask Thy help to enable us to drive all 
sinful desires from our bosoms. We wish to 
hate everything that is displeasing to Thee, and 
we would love Thee with a perfect love. When 
we are tempted to evil thoughts, may we feel our 
danger and immediately fly to Thee for assist- 
ance to be delivered from them, before they 
lead us on to bad actions. As no one can take 
fire in his bosom and his clothes not be burned, 
so neither can we retain and cherish wicked 
desires, without danger of our souls being lost. 
Lord, deliver us from all evil ; we are beset on 
every side, having both enemies within and 
without, and we cannot help ourselves ; there- 
fore, show forth Thy mercy, we beseech Thee. 
With Thy help we shall be enabled to conquer ; 
prevent us from neglecting to call upon Thee, 
for of ourselves we can do nothing, and if we 
were to depend upon our own strength we 
should fall. Christ has conquered all our foes 
for us, and through him, by belief in His name, 
we shall also gain the victory. It is in Him 
alone we trust. Hear us, and forgive us our 
sins for His sake. Amen. 
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Forty-seventh Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Our Father who art in heaven, permit Thy 
rebellious children to approach Thy presence, to 
beg for the pardon of their sins. We desire to 
feel very sorry for having offerided Thee, and 
hope to serve Thee more faithfully for the time 
to come, by the help of Thy holy Spirit from 
above, which we most earnestly entreat of Thee 
to send into our hearts. We present these 
petitions to Thee in the name of our dear 
Redeemer. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
James v. 

HYMN. 

" Pray without ceasing " 
" Watch and pray," 
Or sins increasing 
Every day, 
Thy soul will perish at the last, 
In endless fire it will be cast. 

Preserve us, Jesus, 

From all ills, 
And never leave us 
To our wills, 
But send Thy Spirit from above, 
To guide us to (jo&^eAQrc^ 
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SERMON. 

1 Thess. v. 17 : " Pray without ceasing." 

If we consider the circumstances in which we 
are, and ever must continue to. be in while in 
this life, the necessity for constant prayer will 
be immediately seen. Not only are we attacked 
by foes on all sides, but we ourselves are also our 
own enemies. We are both unable and un- 
willing to save ourselves ; all that we can do is 
to cry to God for help, to give us the desire to 
be delivered from the power of our enemies, and 
to enable us to put our whole trust in Him. 
This is prayer, and the promises of answer to it 
abound in the Bible : " Ask, and it shall be 
given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you" — (Luke xi. 9). 
" Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you " — (James iv. 8). " Call upon me in the 
day of trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me" — (Psalm 1. 15). " Ask, and 
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full " — 
(John xvi. 24). "Whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord, shall be saved " — (Rom. 
x. 18). These are great and glorious promises, 
but that they may be accomplished, it is not 
only necessary that we should pray, but that we 
pray aright. St. James says : " You ask, and 
you receive not, because you ask wx^\S!e> ,, — 
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(James iv. 3). We must pray with faith, 
believing God to be both able and willing to grant 
what we ask Him, for, " If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not ; and it shall 
be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing 
wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave 
of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 
For let not that man think that he shall receive 
any thing of the Lord" — (James i. 5 — 7). 
"And Jesus said, what things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them and 
ye shall have them " — (Mark xi. 24). It is 
necessary that our prayers be fervent, proceed- 
ing from the heart, or they will not be answered. 
To such as make use of the words of prayer, 
without really desiring from the heart what 
they ask for, our Saviour thus speaks, " Ye hy- 
pocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you,, saying, 
This people draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips ; but 
their heart is far from me. But in vain do 
they worship me " — (Matthew xv. 7 — 9). We 
must not be living in a state of enmity with 
God, and in the service of Satan, or He will not 
in that case answer our prayers. So far from it, 
they will anger Him against us — (see Isaiah i. 
13 — 15), " Bring no more vain oblations ; in- 
cense is an abomination unto me ; the new moons 
and sabbaths, the caWmg oi I cannot 
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away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn 
meeting. Your new moons and your appointed 
feasts my soul hateth : they are a trouble unto 
me ; I am weary to bear them. And when ye 
spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes 
from you ; yea, when ye make many prayers, I 
will not hear; your hands are full of blood." 
Thus you see, for their living in sin, God would 
not hear the prayers which the Israelites ad- 
dressed to Him, nor would He accept of any of 
their hypocritical worship. It is indeed of no 
use to pray to God for any blessing, if we are at 
the same time the willing slave of the Devil 
by breaking the laws of the Almighty; for 
Solomon declares that " He which turneth away 
his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer 
shall be abomination " — (Prov. xxviii. 9) ; but, 
" The Lord is nigh to all them that call upon 
him in truth. He will fulfil the, desire of them 
that fear him ; he also will hear their, cry, and 
will save them "—(Psalm cxlv. 18, 19). We 
must approach God likewise, with sincere repent- 
ance for our past sins, and with great humility on 
account of our un worthiness, for " God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the humble " — 
(James iv. 6) ; and, " The LORD is nigh unto 
them that are of a broken heart, and saveth such 
as be of a contrite spirit " — (Psalm xxxiv. 18). 
We must also, when we pray, seek for those 
things that are proper and agreeable to <Sq&^ 
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word, in that case we shall be answered, for 
" This is the confidence that we have in him, 
that if we ask anything according to his will, 
he heareth us. Whatsoever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions that we desired of him " — 
(1 John v. 14, 15). It is not proper to make 
worldly concerns too much a matter of prayer, 
these are best left to God ; if you love Him you 
will trust to Him to give you them in exactly 
that measure which is most for your eternal 
welfare. When the disciples asked our Lord to 
teach them how to pray, He gave them that 
prayer to make use of commonly termed the 
" Lord's prayer," and the only petition con- 
cerning worldly affairs in it, is " Give us this 
day our daily bread." With regard to our re- 
quirements for this life, our Saviour says : 
" Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things. But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; and all 
these things shall be added unto you " — (Mat- 
thew vi. 32, 33). We must pray too "without 
ceasing." The world is always trying, to allure 
us from the right path, the Devil is constantly 
seeking our ruin, and our evil hearts are ever 
endeavouring to work our destruction ; not one 
moment's repose are we allowed from the attacks 
of these powerful enemies, we should, therefore, 
be prepared at all times for resistance. We 
must "continue in ^T&^et, sxA in the 
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same with thanksgiving " — (Col. iv. 2). Prayer 
and praise should always be united, and 
if we pray earnestly to God, we shall have cause 
to glorify Him also. No Christian can long 
continue without prayer, it is the token by which 
he is known as such. When the Lord (in a 
vision) spake to Ananias of Saul, he said of him, 
"Behold he prayeth," this was the mark of his 
desire to become a follower of Jesus. An ac- 
count of the conversion of Saul, (or, as he is 
also called, Paul,) you will find in Acts ix. 1 to 
22. If -you take notice when reading in the 
Bible, of any of the servants of God, you will 
find they all prayed much, and nothing hindered 
them from doing so. Daniel always prayed 
three times a day, and he continued doing so, 
even when he knew the act would subject him to 
be cast into a den of lions. Daniel's persecution 
by wicked men for serving God, and his wonder- 
ful preservation is recorded in the sixth chapter 
of the book bearing his name. Our Saviour 
taught that " men ought always to pray and not 
to faint " (Luke xviii. 1) — and He himself set 
us the example There are many instances given 
of prayer being made by the Saviour of the 
world during His sojourn here below, and doubt- 
less He practised it continually. On that occa- 
sion, when " Being in an agony he prayed more 
earnestly, there appeared an angel unto him 
from heaven, strengthening him " — (Luke xxii. 
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48, 44). This was just before His betrayal by 
Judas Iscariot to those who caused His cruci- 
fixion. Let us, my dear children, seek to 
imitate our Divine Master, and pray to God for 
help in every time of need. He is a prayer- 
hearing and a prayer-answering God. If we pray 
from the heart, and the requests be such as we 
are permitted to make, He will doubtless in His 
own good time grant them ; and if from our 
ignorance, we beg for what is best for us not to 
receive, or ask for deliverances from trials it is 
necessary for us to pass through, He will in both 
cases do what is best for us, and give us 
strength from above to bear all. Christ has 
conquered all our foes for us, let us, therefore, 
put our whole trust in Him, and we shall never 
be made ashamed. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh Thou who hast given us the disposition 
to approach Thee, enable us to do so in a right 
frame of mind, and to ask only such things at 
Thy hands as are proper for us to ask. Lord, 
teach us to pray ; so ignorant are we that we 
know not what we require, but Thou art ac- 
quainted with all our wants, and ready to supply 
every necessity. Give us hearts tQ know and 
Jove Thee, and uphold us in the right way. 
Above all, give tha ^m\» ^wj er - Oh ! 
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may we frequently go to Thee for aid against 
our powerful foes, and constantly place our 
whole dependence on Thee, for strength to con- 
quer them. Thou hast promised, and Thou 
wilt therefore perform. Lord, we ask not for the 
things belonging to this life, Thou best knowest 
what we have need of, and wilt bestow as much 
as Thou seest fit, and whatever measure may be 
appointed to us, or whatever Thou mayest with- 
hold, we desire to be satisfied, knowing that if 
we diligently seek the Lord, He will be unmind- 
ful of none of our wants. Lord, if we have 
indulged in any wandering thoughts, if any 
pride or discontent has crept into our hearts 
while kneeling before Thy footstool, forgive us, 
we beseech Thee. Blot out all our sins, and 
hear our prayers, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



Forty-eighth Sunday. 

PEAYEE. 

Bow down Thine ear, oh Lord, to our prayer, 
while we ask Thee to pardon our sins ; with 
sorrow we confess how greatly we have trans- 
gressed Thy holy law, and we beg that our 
repentance may be so sincere as not only to 
cause sorrow for the past, but amendment for 
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the future. Oh, increase our love to Thee, and 
may we show it by keeping Thy commandments. 
All we ask is only in the name and for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen. 



SCEIPTURE. 
Psalms xxxix. and xc. 

HYMN. 

How short is life below ! 

We're frail as flowers that bloom, 
And cannot tell when we may go 

To fill the silent tomb ! 

We're here in health to-day, 

But ere to-morrow's sun 
We may perhaps be called away, 

Our race on earth be run. 

None are too young to die ; 

May we remember this, 
And quickly to the Saviour fly, 

T' ensure eternal bliss. 



SEEMON. 

James iv. 13, 14 : " Go to now, ye that say. 
To-day or to-morrow we will go into such a city, 
and continue, ! there a year , au<£ buy and sell, and 



get gain ; whereas, ye know not what shall be 
on the morrow. For what is your life ? It is 
even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vanisheth away.* 9 

There are many similes made use of in scrip- 
ture, to show us the uncertainty and frailty of 
human life. St. James compares it to a vapour, 
David likens it to smoke, or as a shadow. 
Psalm cii. 8 — "My days are consumed like 
smoke and in Psalm cxliv. 4 — "Man is like 
to vanity : his days are as a shadow that passeth 
away." If you have ever taken notice of smoke 
ascending into the sky, you have seen how 
quickly it disappears from the view, leaving no 
trace behind, and if you were to stand and 
watch your shadow, you would see it become 
fainter and fainter, until in a very short time 
you would find it had completely vanished. All 
the most fading and perishable objects in nature 
are made use of by those who wrote the Bible, 
to point out the frailty and shortness of human 
life. Moses compares it to sleep, a tale that is 
told, grass, a handbreadth as you read in the 
Psalms of to-day. Job likens it to a flower: 
(Job xiv. 1, 2) — " Man that is born of a woman 
is of few days, and full of trouble. He cometh 
forth like a flower, and is cut down." In an- 
other place he says : " My days are swifter than 
a weaver's shuttle, and my life is wind " — (Job 
vii. 6, 7) ; also, " As the cloud \& rousuEu&t 
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and vanisheth away, so lie that goeth down to 
the grave shall come up no more " — (See ninth 
verse of same chapter). Isaiah thus expresses 
himself: " We all do fade as a leaf " — (lxiv. 6). 
All agree in their testimony, that we have but a 
short time to live in this world, and as the hour 
of our departure from it is to us unknown, how 
important to attend to that warning of St, Peter : 
" Pass the time of your sojourning here with 
fear"— (1 Peter i. 17). The Saviour bade His 
disciples take no thought for the morrow, since 
they knew not what a day might bring forth ; so 
it is, we are in perfect ignorance of the future, 
and yet such is the folly of human nature, that 
we are constantly framing plans for that hour 
which with us may never be. Not only is death 
a certain event with us all, but none can ensure 
their existence for the next hour; the present 
time only can we call our own. The rich man 
in the parable, whose ground brought forth so 
abundantly that he had nowhere to place the 
produce, when he proposed to himself to live 
at his ease for the future, little imagined how 
short a future was before him. He had reckoned 
on many years of enjoyment, but that very night 
on which his plans had been formed, his soul 
was required of him ! This parable you will 
find in Luke xii. 16 — 21. Life is short as well 
aa uncertain, we hear of infants dying, some 
almost as soon as ti^f %ome after a 



few weeks of existence here below. When you 
have walked in a churchyard, or a cemetery, I 
dare say you have read some of the tombstones, 
and although they all record one event, viz., 
death, yet the want of similarity in the time 
and manner in which that event occurred plainly 
points out the uncertainty of life ; and if you 
took notice, you would see that many, very 
many, amongst the monuments and tablets 
were for the young. Some of these perhaps in- 
formed you, that those whose bodies lay beneath 
were children younger than yourselves, some 
precisely your age, whilst others recorded the 
death of aged persons. They had perhaps lived 
sixty or seventy years in this world before God 
called them out of it — perhaps even more than 
that, but what are seventy, eighty, or even 
a hundred years, for if the (comparatively speak- 
ing) aged persons could now speak, they would 
tell you in the 1 words of the Psalmist, that 
"their strength was labour and sorrow," for 
even the longest life " is soon cut off, and we 
fly away." When Jacob went with his family 
into Egypt, he had attained the great age of 
one hundred and thirty years ; yet when 
Pharoah, the king, asked him how old he was, 
he replied : " The days of the years of my pil- 
grimage are one hundred and thirty years : few 
and evil have the days of the years of my life 
been" — (Gen. xlvii. 9). The age of M&\fc^&s^ 
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amounted to nearly a thousand years, yet, com- 
pared to the never-ending eternity to which we 
are all hastening, what is even this extraordinary 
space of time ? And when we consider the in- 
calculable difference, and think of God as the 
Euler of eternity, we shall see how insignificant 
such creatures of an hour must appear before 
Him. " There is but a step between me and 
death," was once the exclamation of David, 
when Saul sought his life — (1 Samuel xx. 3) ; 
and this should be our language likewise. If 
we more seriously reflected on this circumstance, 
we should care less for the trifles of this world, 
and be less concerned about the time and man- 
ner of our departure from it. To those who 
are always ready, the summons cannot come 
too soon. Our Saviour says : " Be ye ... . 
ready, for the Son of man cometh at an hour 
when ye think not " — (Luke xii. 40). As life 
is of so uncertain a nature, we should endeavour 
to live in a state of constant preparation for 
death, committing ourselves to the Lord's care, 
and being ever ready to submit to His will, then 
we may safely plan for the future without fear 
of disappointment, because if we are in this 
frame of mind, we shall desire nothing but what 
in some degree tends to His glory ; and if, in 
His superior wisdom, He should see fit to 
call us from this life before our schemes are 
accomplished, we kacyw sJaall leave His 



service on earth, only to celebrate His praise in 
heaven, and shall not think it. too soon to com- 
mence a life of supreme happiness for ever. 
The best, and indeed the only way to live in a 
state of preparation for death, is to " set our 
affections on things above." The less we care 
about the world and its concerns, the less pain 
shall we feel in quitting them whenever God sees 
fit to call us away. Look then to Him, dear chil- 
dren, He bids you address Him as your Father. 
If you have never yet from your heart felt, 
sincere love for Him, a desire to serve Him, and 
to forsake every wicked way, oh do not neglect 
longer so to do. Pray to Him for His Holy 
Spirit to dwell within you. Kemember the love 
of Jesus, your Saviour, in dying for you ; think, 
also, of the love of God in sending that Saviour, 
His only Son, into the world to rescue your 
souls from endless misery; and fear not to 
approach Him in supplication, who, unasked, 
did so much for His rebellious children. Ke- 
member too, the time allowed you is short, how 
short you know not. As in the case of the rich 
man in the parable, this very night God may 
require your soul. Delay not, therefore, any 
longer, but seek Him now, now, while He may 
be found ; to-morrow the opportunity of doing so 
may be lost for ever. Amen. 
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Let us pray. 

Our Father and our God, with reverence and 
love we approach Thy holy presence, and sur- 
render ourselves, and all that we have to Thy 
service. We wish no longer to* delay giving 
Thee our whole hearts, for life is short, and we 
sincerely regret that so long a period of it has 
been spent in the service of Satan. We cannot 
recall the past, but we can feel truly penitent 
for it, and this we humbly trust we do. We 
cannot reckon on the future, we therefore desire 
to make our peace with Thee now. Lord God, 
accept of us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, and 
hear the intercession He is ever making for us. 
Lord Jesus, look in pity upon us ; Thou knowest 
all our weakness, and canst feel for us. Thou 
also canst help us. Oh, send the promised 
Comforter into our hearts, to abide there for 
ever; that, if possible, we may never more 
offend Thee. Our future lives, whether long or 
short, we desire to devote to God alone. We 
would submit ourselves entirely to Has all-wise 
disposal, praying only that when we are called 
from this world, it may be to dwell with Thee 
for ever. All we ask is for Jesus' sake. Amen. 
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Forty-ninth Sunday. 

PEAYEE. 

With fear and trembling, we approach Thy 
presence, oh Lord God, when we think of our 
numerous transgressions against Thee ; but, 
trusting that we feel truly penitent, we confi- 
dently look to Thee for pardon. Oh, when 
Thou considerest our sins, look also to the 
Saviour, who with His blood has washed their 
guilt away, for it is in Him that we put our 
trust, and all we ask of Thee is for His sake 
alone. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Eccles. ii. 1 — 23. 

HYMN. 

Death came into the world through sin, 
And all must yield unto his power ; 

Oh may we, when our race is run, 
Be found prepared at that dread hour. 

He comes with rapid strides — but when, 
We know not, so should ever be 

Relying on our God for strength 
To conquer this last enemy. 
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SEEMON. 

1 Corinthians xv. 26 : " The last enemy that 
shall he destroyed is death." 

I have before pointed out to you that all 
through life you will have enemies to contend 
with, who will seek to ruin your immortal 
souls. This warfare will cease only when you 
cease to draw your breath, for death is the last 
enemy we shall have to combat with. Sin was 
the cause of death's entry into this world, for to 
Adam it was said respecting the forbidden fruit, 
" In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die " — (Gen. ii. 17) ; and when he trans- 
gressed the command of God, the sentence was 
confirmed against him by the Almighty in these 
words : " Dust thou art, and unto dust thou 
shalt return " — (Gen. iii. 19). How often do 
we read of death in the Bible. With two excep- 
tions only, all those whose histories are there 
recorded, have been called upon to pass through 
it, and although many (especially in the earlier 
ages) lived a long period of time, yet death came 
at last. Methuselah attained the wonderful age 
of nine hundred and sixty-nine years, yet it is 
said of him as of others "he died" "It is 
appointed unto men once to die " — (Heb. ix. 
27) ; and when that time, known only to the 
Almighty, shall come, nothing can save us from 
the universal doom. "Kuitafc* c&\s&s& wail^ all 
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the gold and silver in the universe would not 
purchase one hour's existence. Wisdom, power, 
beauty, accomplishments, and all those things so 
highly prized in this life, sink into insignificance 
at the hour of death, for then is their utter 
worthlessness made manifest. They may cause 
the parting from life to be more keenly severe, 
but they cannot delay it by one moment. What 
folly then to set so much store by things which 
are so valueless ! Of Solomon, the wisest man, 
the richest and the greatest monarch, it is said : 
" He slept with his fathers and was buried" — 
(1 Kings xi. 48). Thus is finished the history 
of all his magnificence and glory — " he died," as 
others before him had done. The sentence of 
death was passed upon all men ; nevertheless, 
God, in His indisputable wisdom, exempted His 
servants Enoch and Elijah from this portion of 
the curse. Of the former, the Bible simply 
states: "He was not, for God took him" — 
(Genesis v. 24). Whilst the manner in which 
the latter quitted this world is plainly shown, as 
you will see by referring to 2 Kings ii. 11 : — 
" And it came to pass, as they (viz., Elijah and 
Elisha,) still went on, and talked, that behold 
there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of 
fire, and parted them both asunder, and Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven." When you 
have read in any history of the kings and queens 
of former times, of men who held higji 
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under them, of those who flourished during 
their reigns, and distinguished themselves by 
their great and good actions, of those also who 
made themselves notorious by their evil deeds, 
when you have read of these persons, or heard 
them spoken of as having lived, did it ever strike 
your mind that they died also ? Did you ever 
reflect that you too, soon must follow them. 
This, my dear children, should be sometimes 
your serious reflection. Death is an awful sub- 
ject to think upon, but it should not for that 
reason be banished from our minds, it would be 
the extreme of folly to do so. If the mere an- 
ticipation of the meeting with our last enemy 
so fills our heart with fear, what will the reality 
be ? If death is so dreadful when viewed at a 
distance, what will it be when near ? Oh, far, 
far more awful to those unprepared. How 
necessary then not to put off the preparation for 
the hour of death, till that hour approaches. 
There is no excuse for not thinking on this sub- 
ject, " For the living know that they shall die" 
— (Eccles. ix. 5). Everything around reminds 
us constantly of the perishable nature of this 
world, and all belonging to it. If we walk 
abroad in the roads and streets, we are frequently 
met by the funeral procession of some fellow 
mortal. The mournful looking hearse con- 
taining the dead, with its numerous plumes of 
black feathers waging ro\Kia&s the horses 



$axt%-rimt\ Smnimp. 155 



slowly move along, the carriages in which are 
seated the relatives of the deceased, who are weep- 
ing the departure from this world of one they 
shortly must follow. All tells one truth, viz., 
that death is certain, and we are compelled to 
confess it, however unwillingly. Sometimes, 
persons whom we have before noticed for the 
gaiety of their attire, lay aside all the bright 
colours they used to delight in, and appear in 
mourning habiliments. It is not choice that 
prompted this sudden change ; but we are in- 
formed by it, that some one related to them has 
gone from this world, never again to return. It 
happens too, that we sometimes are called upon 
to dress in garments of the same melancholy 
hue. A parent, brother, sister, or other near 
relation may have been called away, and then 
we should put this question to ourselves, " May 
not I be next, and if so, am I prepared to go ? " 
In the text, death is spoken of as the last enemy, 
but as an enemy that shall be destroyed. " The 
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." 
The promise of God was, " I will ransom them 
from the power of the grave, I will redeem them 
from death. death, I will be thy plagues ; 
grave, I will be thy destruction" — (Hosea 
xiii. 14). This promise was fulfilled by Jesus 
Christ, He died on the cross, He bore the curse 
for us ; if, therefore, we believe in the power 
and love of our Redeemer, we need have no 
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fear of death, for " as the children are partaken 
of flesh and blood, he also himself, likewise, 
took part of the same, that through death he 
might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the Devil; and deliver them who. 
through fear of death, were all their life time 
subject to bondage " — (Heb. ii. 14, 15). II 
may seem to you an awful and a painful thing 
to quit this world for ever, to leave all those yor 
have known and loved in it, without the powei 
of returning to dwell again amongst them ; bul 
when you think thus, you are considering deatl: 
from only one point of view, and whilst dwelling 
with fondness on the world you must leave, yot 
are losing sight of the glories of that place t< 
which (if you are a child of God,) you are going 
Just fancy yourself at school, where perhapi 
amongst the difficulties and trials you daily pasi 
through, you had yet many pleasures, man; 
kind and dear companions, who, when you lef 
that place, you would bid adieu to for ever ; bu 
suppose your kind parents sent to take you home 
should you think it dreadful to obey their sum 
mons ? No ; you would feel some degree o 
pain at parting with those you had so long as 
sociated with, but it would be slight and shor 
lived, for the happiness you would be in ex 
pectation of at home, would soon efface ever 
other thought from your mind, and you woul< 
gl&dlj leave all yovii com^m\w^\a ^ to thos« 
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whom you loved, and who loved you bo much 
more than any others, and where all the sorrows 
and trials you had experienced away from them 
would be at an end ; and such will be the sum- 
mons of your heavenly Father if you love Him, 
and you will rejoice in like manner when He 
calls you to that home beyond the skies, which 
your Saviour has- bought you a title to by the 
price of His precious blood. Oh, love His Holy 
Name, strive to serve Him, rely firmly on His 
love to you, and power to save to. the uttermost, 
then shall your last enemy be destroyed, and 
you will be enabled to exclaim with the Apostle 
Paul: (1 Cor. xv. 55— 57)— "0! death, where 
is thy sting ? ! grave, where is thy victory ? 
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of 
sin is the law; but thanks be to God which 
giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Ever living and glorious Jehovah, in Thee 
we put our trust ; to Thee alone we look for help 
in every time of need. Thou hast provided for 
guilty man all that he requires, and though we 
deserve everlasting death, yet Thou hast given 
us a Saviour who has delivered our souls from 
the power of the grave, so that if we trust in 
Him, when the time arrives for 
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world, it will be to enter upon a glorious, happ; 
and endless existence in that world beyond th 
skies. The power of the last enemy has beei 
conquered. Oh, may we never cease to think c 
Him who was the conqueror, even Jesus Chris 
our Lord. We desire to love Him more, an 
to show our love by our lives ; friay they be speu 
in Thy service, that death may not overtake u 
unawares. Lord, forgive us our sins, and gran 
that when this life is over we, and all those w< 
love, may meet in heaven at last, to celebrat 
Thy praises for ever. Amen. 



Fiftieth Sunday. 

PEAYEB. 

"We approach Thy gracious presence, oh Lord 
to confess our sins to Thee, and to express on 
deep penitence on their account. Have mere; 
upon us, we beseech Thee, and grant us Th; 
pardon for the past. We earnestly desire t< 
serve Thee more faithfully for the future ; an< 
we entreat the aid of Thy Holy Spirit to enabl 
us to do so, for of ourselves we can do nothing 
All we ask is in the name, and for the sake o 
Jesus Christ oui lioiflu &xb&tu 
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SCBIPTUEE. 
1 CoriniJiians xv. 84 to end. 

HYMN. 

Before the awful judgment-seat 

Each mortal must appear ; 
In dread array we all shall meet, 

Our final doom to hear. 

Oh ! when before our Judge we stand, 
May we thus hear Him say : 
" Come, loved ones, dwell at my right hand, 
In bright and endless day." 

SERMON. 

John v. 28, 29 : €€ The hour is coming when 
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth. They tltat have done good 
to the resurrection of life, and they that have 
done evil unto the resu/rrection of damnation." 

I have often before told you that when this 
life with us is over, we shall enter into a state 
of endless happiness or misery for ever. At 
the hour of death our everlasting doom will be 
fixed. The spirit (viz., the living and thinking 
part,) which animates the body, separates from 
it at death ; indeed, this separation of iha 
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parts is itself death. The lifeless body, which 
soon corrupts, is placed in the grave, where it 
forms food for worms, and in process of time, 
it decays and becomes of the same nature as the 
surrounding earth, thus fulfilling the curse 
denounced against Adam and his children, for 
every word of God is true, and all that He 
decrees will most assuredly come to pass. The 
soul, or spirit, on leaving the body, appears in 
the presence of God, to be judged by Him, and, 
according to the sentence pronounced, it passes 
either into a state of happiness or misery. 
This judgment, however, is not the one spoken 
of in the text. The judgment there meant is 
that which will take place at the end of time. 
On that great and awful day, when the whole 
world shall be assembled before the Almighty 
maker of all things, there will be no escape for 
one of all the millions and tens of millions of 
human beings, for " We must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that every one 
may receive the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad"— (2 Cor. v. 10). We are told 
also in the Epistle of Jude v. 6, that "the 
angels which kept not their first estate, but left 
their own habitation, He hath reserved in 
everlasting chains, under darkness, until the 
judgment of the great day." All the dead 
bodies, which a\e\A» *q Vv&%\\\ the grave, 



Jfiffiety Sunbag. 161 



will then arise, and be united to the souls that 
formerly inhabited them. " The sea too will 
give up the dead in it" — (Revelation xx. 13) 
that not one may be missing. It matters not 
how or where the various particles of earth 
which formed the bodies of those who once lived 
may be scattered, they will all be collected and 
re-united by the wonderful power of that great 
Being at whose word the world was formed. 
" Then everyone of us shall give account of him- 
self to God" — (Romans xiv. 12). At that time 
also, the earth which was cursed for man's trans- 
gressions shall be destroyed — (2 Peter iii. 7), 
" The heavens and the earth, which are now, 
by the same word are kept in store reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment," and in 
ver. 10 : " The heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat ; the earth also, and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up." Isaiah thus 
describes the end of all things (xxxiv. 4), 
" And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, 
and the heavens shall be rolled together as a 
scroll, and all their host shall fall down, as the 
leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling 
fig from the fig-tree." Such will be the 
astounding events we shall witness at the day 
of judgment. At that dread and awful hour, 
what shall befall us ? Have we prepared to 
meet our Lord when He shall be seated on His, 

M 
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throne with all His holy angels round Him ? 
If we have not done so, we should not delay 
another hour. The grand business of life 
should be to prepare for death, and during the 
short space of time allotted to us in this world, 
we should constantly have eternity in view. I 
trust, my dear children, you have been deeply 
and lastingly impressed with what I have been 
telling you. I have not been recounting to you 
a marvellous fable, neither have I been speaking 
of an event there is the slightest doubt of 
coming to pass. You know I have been giving 
you a history of what shall without fail occur, 
and I have drawn my information from the 
Book of Truth, that same book which points 
out the way to escape the vengeance of that 
great God, the terror of whose power I have 
been describing to you. Jesus says, " Look to 
me and be sayed and will you refuse to do 
so ? Do you prefer the trifling enjoyments of 
this world, which must soon pass away, to the 
bliss which you may gain in the heaven of 
heavens ? I am sure you cannot, but if you 
desire everlasting happiness in the next life, 
you must endeavour to act aright in this, and 
thus show yourself to be God's servant, and 
this you will do if you really love Him, for as I 
have before told you, good works (although they 
are by us nothing to be accounted of, and 
cannot in themBetoefc fc^sfc \Je& saul, yet) are 
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proofs of our love, and the fruits of God's holy 
spirit working within us, and which He sends 
into our hearts. Pray, therefore, for these 
heavenly desires to take possession of your 
minds, and look to Jesus, through whom you 
will reach that blest place where no terrors can 
come. If at death you are found relying on 
your Saviour, your soul will pass into a state of 
happiness, and at the resurrection it will be 
united to your body, that both may be su- 
premely blest. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

God of heaven and earth, thou great Creator 
of all things, and Judge of all mankind, we 
approach Thy presence with deep humility and 
holy awe. We have been listening to an 
account of the wonders which Thou hast been 
pleased to make known to us, that shall be 
performed by Thee at the end of time. We 
thank Thee for the information which Thy 
"Word gives us on this all-important event. Lord, 
when the Saviour of mankind shall appear 
to judge the world, may we not fear to meet 
Him. We know that if we love Him, we shall 
have no cause for fear, since He has promised 
that to such He will give a crown of righteous- 
ness on that day, and that He will bestow upon 
them glory, honour, and eternal Q^A. 
M 2 
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grant that such may be our portion ! Oh, for- 
give all our sins, and enable us firmly to resolve 
with Thy continued help to forsake every evil 
way. May what we have to-day heard and 
read be lastingly impressed on our hearts, and 
may we heed the warnings that have been 
given us to forsake the wrath of God. All we 
ask is for Jesus' sake. Amen. 



Fifty-first Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

We kneel before Thy divine majesty, oh 
Lord, to confess our sins against Thee. How 
many and aggravated they have been, ever 
since we last met. We are constantly offending 
Thee. We trust we feel penitent, but we know 
we are not sufficiently so ; open our eyes, there- 
fore, oh Lord, and show us how vile we are, 
and then lead us by Thy Holy Spirit to look in 
faith to Jesus, who died for us that all our 
guilt might be washed away. In His name only 
do we ask anything of Thee, and in His merits 
alone we trust for pardon. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Matthew *IA— 5 (h 
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HYMN. 

That place of torment and of woe, 
. From whence God will not hear their cries, 
Is where those sinful ones shall go 
Who in their life-time Christ despise. 

Oh, let us then to Jesus come, 

"With Him our f end, and all is well ; 

ome He says there's room, 
And He will save our souls from hell. 

SEEMON. 

Mabk ix. 44 : " Where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched." 

This is the description which our Saviour gave 
of the place to which the finally impenitent will 
go, and their misery there. In another part of 
the Bible it is spoken of as the lake of fire. 
Rev. xx. 15 : " And whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire." The torments of those who are 
doomed to that dark and awful abode, are indeed 
of so fearful a nature that we cannot imagine 
anything sufficiently dreadful for them, and 
that they will be increased by the knowledge 
that it was themselves who worked out their 
own misery, and also by a distant view of that 
bright host whose blessedness they might have 
shared may be gathered from the following 
texts of Scripture — (Bev. xiv. 10). Of such it i& 
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said, " The same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without 
mixture into the eup of his indignation, and he 
shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in 
the presence of the holy angels, and in the 
presence of the Lamb." And in Luke xvi. 
22 — 26, in continuation of the account of 
Dives, the rich man who knew 'not God, and 
Lazarus, the pious beggar, who sat at his gate, 
our Saviour says, "And it came to pass that 
the beggar died, and was carried by the angels 
into Abraham's bosom : the rich man also 
died, and was buried, and in hell he lift 
up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom ; 
and he cried and said, Father Abraham, 
have jnercy on me, and send Lazarus that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame. 
But Abraham said, son, remember that thou 
in thy lifetime receivest thy good things, 
and likewise Lazarus evil things ; but now he 
is comforted, and thou art tormented : and 
beside all this between us and you there is a 
great gulph fixed; so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot, neither can they 
pass to us, who would come from thence." 
How dreadful must be the torments of those 
in this awful abode, when one single drop of 
cold water is so qkeiiq^ for by the 
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sufferer to cool his parched tongue ! And, oh, 
how great must he the anger of that God who 
delights in mercy when so small a boon is re- 
fused, when all the groans of agony from the 
miserable captives are unregarded by Him who 
in this life never refuses to His children any 
good thing which they ask of Him. God is a 
God of mercy here on earth, but in hell He 
forgets to be gracious. Now, he says to us, 
" Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will 
deliver thee" — (Psalm 1. 15) ; and " Ask, and ye 
shall receive" — (John xvi. 24). But then he says, 
" They shall call upon me, but I will not answer" 
— (Prov. i. 28). The misery of the lost will be 
too for ever, and without the slightest cessation, 
for "the smoke of their torment ascendeth up 
for ever and ever, and they have no rest day or 
night" — (Rev. xiv. 11). Agonies however fearful 
would be rendered in a measure tolerable by the 
thought that at some period they would be at 
an end. To know that these sufferings would 
cease at some time or another would give sup- 
port under them, and though the appointed 
term for their endurance might be very long, 
yet the longest period of time must come to an 
end. But it is not so, the agonies of the lost 
are for ever. Hope never enters their dark 
abode, for them time will be at an end, and 
eternity will have commenced. There will be no 
prospect of a change for them, for there " thsisL 
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worm dieth not, neither is the fire quenched," 
but burning on with the same undiminished 
fury for ever. My dear children, this is a 
melancholy subject, and one I would willingly 
have spared you the contemplation of could I 
have done so consistently with my duty towards 
you, but since God has thought fit to make 
known these things I have no right to withhold 
them. It is besides most proper that you 
should be able to form some idea of the 
horrors of that doom which awaits the finally 
impenitent sinner, a doom too which is the 
just desert of all for their transgressions against 
God, but which Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save mankind from ; so that all those 
that put their trust in Him should escape from 
it, and I hope that the consideration of these 
things will lead your souls to adore the wisdom, 
love, and power of your Almighty Maker. How 
wonderful the power of Him, who can thus 
punish His enemies ; and how wonderful His 
wisdom and love to devise and execute the 
scheme of sending His only Son into the 
world to suffer for those who deserved such 
punishment at His hands. Now, in this life an 
opportunity is given you of working out your 
salvation, which should be done without delay, 
and with fear and trembling, knowing the doom 
which otherwise awaits you. In time you must 
decide for eternity. T^meaJoct \t ia not 
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only the impenitent thief or murderer, and 
those wfco have committed other enormous 
crimes that will go to this place of torment, 
but it is those also who love not God, and who 
choose this world for their portion in preference 
to the promise of eternal life through the 
merits of Christ Jesus, thus committing the sin 
of idolatry ; those too who from the fear of man 
will not confess Him ; those who have no faith 
in His words, and all those who render service 
to the devil by telling lies. — (See Kevelation 
xxi. 8) : " But the fearful, and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murderers, and whore- 
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all 
liars shall have their portion in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death." Dives was not represented as a 
man who had committed any great crimes, but 
he had no love to God, and he preferred the 
pleasures of this life before the happiness of 
serving Him ; therefore, having made the 
choice he had to abide by it, and when in hell 
he discovered the bitterness of it, and cried to 
God for mercy ; it was then too late. Let us, 
therefore, pray to God now, whilst He will hear 
our cry, that we may be saved from the wrath to 
come. Whilst we are in this life we are in the 
land of hope, and the door of mercy is opened 
to us ; but it is shut for ever to the hopeless 
and miserable inhabitants of hfciL LjS& ^> 
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therefore, seek the Lord while He maybe found. 
Those who serve Him in this life shall dwell 
with Him in eternal glory in the next, but 
those who obstinately refuse His offers of mercy 
and are the willing slaves of Satan shall be 
delivered over to everlasting torture. And do 
not let any false hopes of security take posses- 
sion of your mind. " Be not deceived ; God is 
not mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap" (Gal. vi. 7). After con- 
templating the horrors of that awful state you 
will, I trust, join with me in heartfelt gratitude 
to the Almighty for His continued forbearance 
towards us, and pray of Him to take us into His 
keeping, that we may serve Him both now and 
for ever. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh God of grace, and Father of all mercy, 
we thank Thee that we are still spared to kneel 
before Thee, and make our requests known. 
Hadst Thou dealt with us as our sins deserved, 
we should now have been enduring the miseries 
of the lost, but Thou hast been long suffering 
and gracious towards us, and we are still in the 
land of hope. We are still occupying that 
place where prayer may be made to Thee, and 
where Thou wilt answer our requests. Oh, 
Lord, we would nol mste \5ea& Y t ^ QXia oppor- 
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tunity (for we know not how long it may be 
ours) but would take advantage of it to beg 
of Thee so to guide and direct our hearts 
by Thy holy Spirit that they may truly love 
Thee. Oh Lord, teach us so to live, that 
when we appear before Thee in judgment we 
may not be reckoned amongst the number of 
Thine enemies and be banished from Thy pre- 
sence for ever. We praise Thee for sending 
Thy Son Jesus Christ into the world, to save 
our souls from eternal misery, and we desire to 
trust in Him as our Saviour. In His name we 
pray to Thee, and for His sake we ask the pardon 
of all our sins. Amen. 

Fifty-second Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Gracious God, look down in mercy on Thy 
erring children, who now kneel before Thee to 
confess their sins, and to entreat Thy pardon of 
them. Oh, Lord, we have so grievously offended 
Thee, that we should not dare to enter Thy 
divine presence, if we had not One on whom to 
rely for acceptance with thee, even Jesus Christ 
the Saviour. Through His merits we trust for 
pardon of the past, and to Him we look for 
future help. All our trust is in Him alone, 
who with Thee and the Holy Ghost is one God 
for evermore. Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE. 
Revelation xxii. 

HYMN. 

There's a bright world beyond the starry skies, 
Bought by the Lamb for those who love His 
name, 

No sorrows there, no tears bedew the eyes : 
Its blest inhabitants are free from pain. 
Darkness and night are banished far away, 
Nor clouds obscure the light of endless day. 

There angels strike their golden harps and sing, 
Uniting in one ceaseless song of praise, 

" A sinner saved ! Glory to God our King!" 
The burden is of their seraphic lays. 

Oh, may we join that blessed host above, 

For ever telling of Redeeming love ! 

SERMON. 

2 Corinthians, ii. 9 : " Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love Him" 



After contemplating as we did last Sunday 
the horrors of that a\>cAfc \& -^AskQrat for the 
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mercy of God) all mankind would justly have 
been banished, we will now take a view of that 
place which He has " prepared for them that 
love him." It is as impossible to imagine the 
glories of one, as it is to conceive the horrors of 
the other, for the happiness enjoyed by the 
blest inhabitants of heaven is only equalled by 
the torments endured by the miserable captives 
of hell. We will, however, refer to the Book of 
Truth, and see what is there said on this sub- 
ject. In the chapter you read just now, St. John, 
in giving a description of heaven, as it appeared 
to him in a vision, employs the most beautiful 
things to represent the glories of that place. Its 
foundation, walls, and gates are compared to 
pure gold, clear, transparent glass, and all the 
most splendid of the precious stones, and these 
things are made use of by way of comparison to 
convey to our minds some faint idea of the 
glories which will burst on our view on our 
arrival in the "new Jerusalem." The compa- 
rison (magnificent as it is) falls very far short 
of the reality, which must be always the case 
when things belonging to heaven are compared 
to those of earth, but this is done in regard to 
our feeble powers. We can only imagine any- 
thing to be beautiful to a certain extent, and we 
derive our ideas from objects we have seen, but 
we can never form any just conception of the 
glories of heaven till we reach it, fot Nfrtus^ ^ 
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have pictured to ourselves all that is most beau- 
tiful and desirable, assembled and united, the 
idea will fall far short of the splendours of that 
place, which is illuminated by the glory of God 
and the Lamb. (See verse 23 of the chapter you 
read, and the fifth verse of the following 
chapter), "And they need no candle, neither 
light of the sun : for the Lord God giveth them 
light." This is the description given of the 
place to which those who love the Lord will go, 
and they will not only be permitted to enter it, 
and gaze on its glories, but they will themselves 
be admitted to honour and happiness, as you 
will see by referring to the words of our Saviour 
in Rev. iii., verses 5, 12, and 21 : " He that 
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
raiment, and I will not blot out his name out 
of the book of life, but I will confess his name 
before my Father, and before his angels," and 
him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God, and he shall go no more 
out; and I will write upon him the name of the 
city of my God, which is New Jerusalem, which 
cometh out of heaven from my God, and I will 
write upon him my new name:" and " to him 
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me on 
my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne." When 
Moses, the highly honoured servant of God, 
requested to see Bis ^013, fa& ^mighty thus 
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answered him : "Thou canst not see my face, 
for there shall no man see me and live" — 
(Exodus xxxiii. 20), hut then, St. John says, 
" We shall see him as he is " — (1 John iii. 2). 
In this life there will always be trials and griefs 
to endure, but in heaven all pains and sorrows 
will be at an end. Here the mind is never fully 
satisfied, something more than what is possessed 
is always craved for, and this must necessarily 
be the feeling of every one (although those who 
love God will be grateful to Him for their 
mercies, and endeavour to be contented with 
their lot), but in heaven all the increased powers 
of enjoyment will be fully satisfied, and the 
soul will be what it never can be on earth — com- 
pletely happy, for God thus invites the 
redeemed to heaven : " Enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord" — (Matthew xxv. 21.) This state 
of bliss will never have an end, for " they (viz., 
the redeemed) shall reign for ever and ever" — 
(Rev. xxii. 5). Both the misery of the lost in 
hell, and the bliss of the saints in heaven will 
last to all eternity. All who have ever lived 
will belong to one of these companies, and we 
are called upon to make the choice now, for God 
" will render to every man according to his 
deeds : to them who by patient continuance in 
well doing seek for glory and honour, and im- 
mortality, eternal life : but unto them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the truths toak 
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obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish upon every soul of 
man that doeth evil" — (Romans ii., 6 — 9). 
Eternal life is the greatest gift which our great 
God has in store for us, and to procure us a title 
to this inheritance, He sent His only Son into 
the world to purchase it for us with the price of 
His precious blood. Of what importance then 
does this show it to be. God Himself left 
heaven, and took upon Him the form of sinful 
man, dwelt here below and suffered the pains of 
death, that hereafter we might be made par- 
takers of His joy. Of so much importance is 
it that we should not neglect this " great salva- 
tion" that our Saviour tells us we should be 
ready to part with all else to obtain it, and 
should think no sacrifice too great to make it 
secure. Matthew xiii. 45, 46 : " The kingdom 
of heaven is like unto a merchantman, seeking 
goodly pearls ; who when he had found one 
pearl of great price, went and sold all that he 
had and bought it ;" and in Matthew xvi. 26 : 
" For what is a man profited if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul ; or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" 
Worldly-minded persons will say that they hope 
to go to heaven when they die, but why ? Because 
they know there are but two states of being on 
which the soul can enter after death, one of 
eternal happiness audi o&ar of endless 



misery, and none would choose the latter. Bat 
I warn you, my dear children, of this feeling, 
for those who think of heaven only as an escape 
from hell, have very little desire to obtain that 
" incorruptible inheritance which fadeth not 
away." 4 And if it were possible that one pos- 
sessed of such feelings could be admitted 
into heaven, it would be no place of happiness 
to such a one. And I put it to you yourself, if 
you find God's service distasteful to you here, 
how can you expect to be happy amongst those 
whose only employment is praising and glorifying 
His name and fulfilling His commands ? If the 
Sabbaths here on earth are irksome, and you are 
glad when they are over, that you may return to 
your worldly amusements and employments 
again, how can you relish an eternal Sabbath 
above, when this world and the things belonging 
to it shall have passed away ? It is clear you can- 
not, and if such are your feelings you must 
pray that they may be changed so that you may 
love the ways of holiness. Whenever you lift 
your eyes to the beautiful bright blue sky, and 
think you would like to be an angel in that 
glorious world beyond, you must remember that 
those pure spirits delight to do the will of God ; 
and do not forget to breathe a prayer that you 
may love His service, and be made meet to be a 
partaker with them in glory ; for nothing un- 
holy can enter that place. Dear obildx^n^ 
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have now come to the last Sabbath of this 
year; perhaps some of us may 'not be per- 
mitted to see the last Sabbath of another; 
we know not which may be called away* or how 
soon it may be ; I trust you will therefore resolve 
to begin the new year by leading a new life, and 
do not resolve in your own strength, but pray 
earnestly to God for assistance, that you may 
daily grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
your Lord and Saviour, so that being clothed in 
His righteousness, you may gain a title to that 
inheritance which He has prepared for those 
who love Him : and may the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Ghost be with us all both now and 
for ever. Amen and Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh Lord God, who dwellest in heaven, sur- 
rounded by glories of which we can form no 
idea. Thou who art Thyself so glorious, that 
mortal eyes cannot look on Thee and live, we 
desire to approach Thee with the deepest humi- 
lity and reverence. What are we that we should 
be permitted to address Thy Divine Majesty ? 
We are but worms of the earth, yet we have 
dared to provoke Thy wrath by rebelling against 
Thee, our mighty Maker. In a moment Thou 
couldst crush us to nothing, yet praised be Thy 
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great and holy name, instead of banishing us 
from Thy presence for ever, as our sins justly 
deserved, Thou hast most mercifully borne with 
our rebellion against Thee, and provided us 
with the means of grace, by sending Thy Son 
into the world to suffer in our stead, and open 
to us that glorious abode where Thou dost Thy- 
self dwell. Through Jesus, who is the way, 
the truth, and the life, we may attain everlast- 
ing joy. Oh, make us delight to do Thy holy 
will on earth, that hereafter we may reach that 
place Thou hast prepared for them who love 
Thee, and be partakers with those who at Thy 
right hand enjoy the most complete happiness 
for ever. All we ask is for the sake of Jesus. 
Amen. 



Christmas-Day. 

PRAYER. 

Oh, Lord, who didst send Thine only Son, 
Jesus Christ, into the world, to become our 
Saviour, in His name we approach Thee, and 
for His sake we beg for pardon of all the sins 
we have committed against Thy Divine Majesty. 
Since Jesus so humbled Himself for our sakes 
as to take upon Him our nature, may we learn 
from His example to be meek and lowly of heart, 
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and slay we love Him whose love to us was so 
very great, and relying upon Him as our only 
Saviour, may we, through his merits, at last 
attain eternal life. Amen. 

SCULPTURE. 
Luke ii. 1 — 21. 

HYMN. 

Jesus, our Lord, was horn to-day. 

What joy to sinners all, 
He came our ransom price to pay, 

To save from Satan's thrall ; 
To us a Saviour has been given, 
He's conquered hell and purchased heaven. 

He came to feel the woes we feel, 

And victory to win 
O'er death and hell, and set the seal 

Of pardon to our sin ; 
To us a Saviour has been given, 
He's conquered hell and purchased heaven. 

SERMON. 

Luke ii., part of 10th and 11th verses: 
" Fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day, in the city of David, 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." 

The birth of Chrisl is * ^to^jer subject to be 
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considered to-day, this being the anniversary of 
that great event ; and although it is a subject I 
have addressed you upon on a former occasion, yet 
we need not fear to enter upon it again, for re- 
deeming love is a theme which can never be ex- 
hausted, and it is one of which the true Chris- 
tian never tires. Jesus is his only hope below, 
and will be his song in all eternity. Children 
(and indeed those who are older also) generally 
look forward to Christmas with a great deal of 
delight, but I fear it is principally on account of 
the gaiety which prevails at this season of the 
year. Enjoyment in proper moderation is not 
to be condemned, for as I have told you before, 
religion was never intended to make us gloomy 
and miserable. Christ came into this world to 
make mankind happy, but there is a right and a 
wrong way of enjoying ourselves, and if we 
truly love the Saviour, we shall not forget that 
on this day he made his first entrance into the 
world in human form ; we shall, therefore, on 
that account honor it, and not neglect to offer 
. our tribute of praise for such wonderful conde- 
scension. Above all, we shall be careful not to 
grieve his Holy Spirit by any excesses at a 
time when our hearts should be ascending to 
Him in gratitude for His amazing love to our 
lost and ruined race. Well, indeed, might the 
angel's address commence with : " Fear not." 
There was no cause for fear* GwSlQ»x&& ^ 
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this world as a Judge, but as a Saviour ! Man 
had thrown off all allegiance to his Maker ; he 
had by his transgressions incurred the penally 
of sickness, sorrow, and death in this life, and 
eternal misery in the next. So great had been 
his rebellion, that had God visited this world as 
an angry judge, to carry into immediate execu- 
tion this sentence of eternal death against him, 
it would not have been surprising. But no ; he 
saw man in his wretched, lost, and helpless 
condition, and was moved in mercy towards 
him. He therefore devised the plan of sending 
His only Son, Jesus Christ, into the world, that 
through Him everlasting life might be obtained. 
The promise of a Saviour was made by God to 
man. From age to age it had been repeated, 
but now the time had arrived when He should 
come ; and it was the birth of this Prince of 
Peace which the angel announced to the shep- 
herds. This was, indeed, "good tidings of 
great joy," and it was to " all people." There 
was no distinction made ; Christ came to save 
all who believe on Him. After this announce- 
ment " there was suddenly with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, on 
earth peace and good will toward men." Thus 
sang the angels on that day when Christ was 
born, and on the anniversary of that great event 
shall we be mute? \a Jesus came, 



(ftfttfetma^gag. 183 



for whom He took upon Him human nature, 
shall we pass this day hy, as though it concerned 
us not ? On the birthday of kings and queens 
their subjects do them honour : how much more, 
therefore, should we desire to render homage on 
this day to Him who is the King of kings? 
The return of that day on which any event oc- 
curred which brought happiness or glory to a 
people, is always kept by them as a festival. 
On this day there happened that which brought 
joy to all the world, and highest glory to Him 
who reigns in heaven ! We celebrate our own 
birthdays — we must not, therefore, neglect the 
song of praise on the birthday of our Lord and 
Saviour, through whom alone we have any cause 
of rejoicing. The angel not only made the an- 
nouncement to the shepherds of the birth of 
the Saviour, but also informed them where He 
was to be found, and the sign by which they 
might know Him. The city of David, Beth- 
lehem, was the place of his birth ; this was in 
fulfilment of the prophecy respecting Him. As 
I have before shewn you how all that had been 
foretold of the Saviour was accomplished in 
Jesus Christ, we will not now go into that sub- 
ject, but speak for a while of the great humility 
to which our Lord subjected himself for our 
sake. The sign which was given by the angels 
to shepherds, was that they should find the 
babe lying in a manger, and there tfos^ 
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Lord of life and glory ! Even from the first 
moment of his existence, He who did no sin 
tasted more deeply the bitterness of sins' effects 
than any other. The misery which man's trans- 
gressions had brought into the world was laid 
with all its weight on the Saviour. He willingly 
bore all, and for this cause came He into the 
world. At His birth the work of redemption 
began. That great work was fully accomplished 
by Him. The life which commenced under 
circumstances of such deep humility was spent 
in poverty, sorrow, and suffering, and ended in 
torture and disgrace. He who first drew breath 
in a manger, yielded up His spirit on the cross. 
He came into the world as a miserable outcast, 
and he died as a condemned malefactor. Thus, 
thus was heaven gained for us. When in the 
midst of your happiness this day, do not forget 
these things. Whilst surrounded by all the 
comforts of this life, remember Him who en- 
dured every privation for your sake. These 
thoughts will not damp your enjoyment, but 
they will add to your delight, for through Him 
you have the promise of the life which is to 
come. Rejoice, then, that on this day there 
was born a Saviour, and pray that He may be in 
you the hope of glory. Amen. 

Let us pray. 
Our God and out to praise Thy name 
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for all Thy goodness towards us. Thy mercies 
are great. Thou hast given us all things 
needful for this life, and the hope of that which 
is to come through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For this, Thy greatest gift, we desire to praise 
Thee. We rejoice that Thou didst send Thine 
only Son into the world, to save our souls from 
ruin, and we adore Thee, oh Jesus, that Thou 
didst come to be our salvation. Glory to God 
in the highest, and to Jesus loudest songs of 
praise for ever ! We pray that we may feel 
more love to God, and our Saviour, who has 
shewn such love to us. We desire to trust in 
Him, relying solely on His merits for our salva- 
tion. Prevent us, oh Lord, from acting in any 
way this day that may be displeasing to Thee. 
If we should be exposed to temptations, enable 
us to flee from them. Send Thy Holy Spirit 
into our hearts, to lead us into the right path, 
and forgive us our sins for the sake of Him who 
took them on Himself, and paid the full penalty 
for them all ; and to Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, be endless glory. Amen. 

Good Friday. 

PRAYER. 

We kneel at Thy footstool, oh Lord, to ask 
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the pardon of the many sins we have committed 
against Thee. Blot them out of the book of 
Thy remembrance we beseech Thee, for the 
sake of Him who died for our salvation. In 
Christ alone we place our trust, and it is in 
His name only that we dare ask anything of 
Thee. Hear us for the sake of Thy Son, our 
Saviour. Amen. 

SCEIPTUEE. 
Mark xv. 1 — 87. 

HYMN. 

View the Saviour on the tree, 

Witness all his agony, 

See the trickling drops of gore 

From his thorn-crowned temples pour. 

Why did Jesus suffer thus ? 

'Twas to purchase heaven for us. 

" It is finished/ ' Jesus cried, 
Bowing down his head he died. 
Man's full price of pardon 's paid ; 
All our sins on Him were laid. 
'Twas for this he suffered thus ; 
'Twas to purchase heaven for us. 

SEEMON. 

John xix. 80 : <s Whcu J*«vj& \\v«te,f<yr« had 
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received the vinegar, he said, It is finished : and 
he bowed his head and gave up the gkost." 

These were the last words of the Saviour on 
the cross, and they referred to the great work 
which He came into this world to accomplish, 
the work of man's redemption. That rebel man 
might be made eternally blest, what anguish did 
his God endure for him ! The life of Christ 
was one continued scene of suffering. At His 
birth He had no better accommodation than 
that which a stable afforded, and in after times 
He declared Himself to be so destitute that He 
had not where to lay His head. During the 
period of the Son of man's sojourning on earth 
He suffered all that man could suffer, and He 
died at last a death of excruciating torture. It 
is this last part of the Saviour's agony, with the 
trials immediately preceding it, to which I am 
going to call your attention to-day ; and, while 
I am recounting to you the sorrows of Jesus, do 
not forget for whom they were endured, and' 
pray for more love to Him, whose love to you 
was so great that He laid down His life for your 
sake. No guilty criminal was ever treated with 
the barbarity which was shown to the spotless 
and holy Jesus. Before His crucifixion He was 
subjected to many mock trials, and in all of 
them insult and cruelty were heaped upon Him. 
At first, in the manner of securing Him, they 
acted as though He had been a thief, which our 
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Saviour noticed, saying, " Are ye come out as 
against a thief, with swords and with staves to 
take me ? I was daily with you in the temple 
teaching, and ye took me not." Christ would 
have offered no resistance, for He bore all 
willingly ; and it was not the great multitude of 
this armed party that had any effect on Him, 
who could have immediately commanded an 
army of ten legions of angels, had He willed it 
He was then led before the high-priest, when 
many false witnesses appeared against Him. 
At this time, on one occasion, when replying to 
a question which had been put to Him by the 
high-priest, one standing by took the opportu- 
nity of gratifying his malice by striking the 
Saviour — (see John xviii. 22). " And when he 
had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood 
by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, 
saying, Answerest thou the high-priest so?" 
He suffered also many other indignities, for 
"they spit in his face, and buffeted him ; and 
others smote him with the palms of their hands, 
saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, who is 
he that smote thee ?" (Matthew xxvi, 67, 68.) 
After undergoing these sufferings He was sent 
bound to Pontius Pilate, the Koman governor. 
Pontius Pilate, having examined Him, could 
find no fault in Him, yet, hearing that He 
belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Jesus 
to him, being laimaeli mtoaii a 
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just man, and the Jews being clamorous for His 
death. Neither eould Herod find any fault in 
Him; nevertheless, fresh insults were offered 
Him, for " Herod, with his men of war, set 
him at naught, and mocked him, and arrayed 
him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to 
Pilate." (Luke xxiii. 11). Pontius Pilate then 
again questioned Him, but, quite unable, to 
discover aught against Him, he was desirous 
for His release, which he proposed to the Jews ; 
but they, determined on His death, cried out to 
have Him crucified, and declared their preference 
of Barrabas, a robber and a murderer ! Jesus 
was therefore condemned to death, and, after 
being scourged, He was delivered over to the 
soldiers, who led Him away to the hall. Here 
fresh sufferings awaited Him, for, having called 
together the whole band, that all might be 
witnesses to the trials endured by the Son of 
God, " they clothed Him in purple, and plaited 
a crown of thorns, and put it about his head, 
and began to salute Him, Hail ! king of the 
Jews ! And they smote him on the head with 
a reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their 
knees worshipped him. ,, (Mark xv. 17, 18, 19). 
After this, He was again clothed in His own 
garments, and led forth to execution, bearing 
the cross on which He was to suffer ; but on the 
road to Calvary, those who were with Jesus 
seeing a man named Simon, they compelled him 
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to take the cross, and carry it to the place of 
execution — doubtless because the Saviour, from 
His previous sufferings, was unable longer, to 
bear it Himself, and He had a long and weary 
distance to traverse. While hanging on the 
cross, in the midst of His agonies, those who 
passed by mocked and reviled Him— even the 
two thieves who suffered with Him did the same, 
although I daresay you recollect that one, after- 
wards repenting, sought and obtained pardon. 
In His thirst, " they gave him vinegar to drink, 
mingled with gall. ' ' (Matthew xxvii. 34). These 
were the bodily sufferings which Christ passed 
through before the work of redemption was 
accomplished, but who can tell the agonies of 
His soul whilst He was enduring the wrath 
of God for us ? Even in the prospect of what 
He must pass through, when in the garden, His 
agony was such that "his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground." (Luke xxii. 44,) And on the cross 
He cried out, in the greatness of His anguish : 
" My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me ? 99 (Mark xv. 34). After this, and when 
He had received the vinegar, all things being 
accomplished, He said : " It is finished !" and 
bowed His head and died. Was there ever 
sorrow like unto this sorrow of Jesus, which He 
bore for us ? Was there ever such amazing 
love as thai mamiestaA. \^ Son of God 
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towards our ruined race ? And shall we refuse 
Him our love and confidence ? Let us pray of 
Him to enable us to make an entire surrender of 
our hearts to Him, let us strive, with the help 
of His Holy Spirit, to follow as much as pos- 
sible the example He set us in His human 
nature ; and by faith in this our mighty Re- 
deemer, may we at last reach the world of joy 
above. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh Lord our God! with deep humility we 
desire to approach Thy divine presence. We 
come to adore Thee for Thy mercy towards us 
in sending Thy Son Jesus into the world to bear 
the curse for us. Hadst Thou not looked with 
the tenderest compassion on our miserable state, 
our souls would have been lost for ever ; but 
Thou didst deliver us from going down into the 
pit, Thou didst find a ransom for us. Now 
we have the hope of glory, for Jesus quite paid 
the debt due to Thy offended majesty when He 
died on the cross. All our sins were laid upon 
Him, and He bore the whole curse of God for 
us. Oh ! may we feel more love to this kind 
and compassionate Saviour, and may we put our 
whole trust in Him. All that Thou dost require 
of us is a loving belief in our Redeemer. Im- 
plant this feeling in our hearts, we beseech 
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Thee. We are very sinful ; but when our trans- 
gressions arouse Thy just anger against us, then 
we pray of Thee to look to Him whom Thou 
hast given to be our Saviour. Under His all- 
prevailing merits we shelter ourselves ; and for 
His sake Thou wilt blot out our sins. All 
we ask is for the sake of Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



Service 

On the Resurrection and Ascension of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER. 

Oh Lord, with penitence and humility we 
desire to kneel before Thee, to confess our 
numerous offences against Thy Divine Majesty. 
We have sinned, oh God, and have no merit of 
our own to offer ; yet we fear not to approach 
Thee, knowing we have an advocate who ever 
pleads our cause for us with Thee, even Thine 
own Son Jesus Christ, the righteous, who died 
for our transgressions, and rose again for our 
justification. Look not upon us, therefore, but 
on Him our shield and defence. For His sake 
blot out our past am*, mi ^ro&t us Thy help 



for the future, and to Thee, with Him and the 
Holy Ghost be all glory. Amen, 

SCRIPTURE. 
Mark xyi. 

HYMN. 

That Jesus who for us did bleed, 
The same "has risen now, indeed," 
That same " ascended up on high," 
And ever lives " beyond the sky." 

Seated at God's right hand above, 
He shows the tokens of His love ; 
And claims each trusting soul as His, 
To dwell with Him in endless bliss. 

SERMON. 

Acts i. 9: "And when he had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, he was taken up, and 
a cloud received him out of their sight.* 9 

I have before pointed out to you many infal- 
lible proofs by which we might know Jesus 
Christ to be the Son of God ; but I did not 
refer particularly to His resurrection from the 
- dead, or His ascension into heaven ; reserving 
Q 
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for this occasion, the consideration of these two 
important signs of His triumph over the power of 
Satan in our behalf. As Christ arose, so shall 
we hereafter arise ; for " now is Christ arisen 
from the dead, and become the first fruits of them 
that slept ; for since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of the dead " — (1 
Corinth, xv. 20, 21). The text refers to the 
ascension of our Saviour into heaven ; but first 
we will consider His resurrection from the dead. 
Let us then carry our thoughts back to the 
Lord's grave. You remember, perhaps, that 
after the body of Jesus was taken down from 
the cross, a* rich man begged it of Pilate, who 
commanded the same to be given to him — 
(Matt, xxvii. 57 — 60) : " When the even was 
come, there came a rich man of Arimathea, 
named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' 
disciple : he went to Pilate and begged the body 
of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to 
be delivered. And when Joseph had taken the 
body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and 
laid it in his new tomb, which he had hewn out 
in the rock; and he rolled a great stone to 
the door of the sepulchre, and departed." It 
had been remembered by the enemies of Jesus 
that He had foretold His resurrection from the 
dead on the third day, they therefore went to 
Pilate and mentioned this circumstance, asking 
that the sepulchre oi wx\iTO\\£&^&ta guarded 
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by soldiers until the third day was past, giving as 
a reason, that they feared His disciples might steaj. 
the body from thence, and then say that He had 
risen, which would increase the number of those 
who believed on His name ; and thus, to use 
their own words, i€ the last error shall be worse 
than the first." Pilate, therefore, to satisfy 
them, appointed them a guard of soldiers, who, 
after they had set a seal upon the stone, kept 
watch there. You can read the Scripture ac- 
count of this in Matt, xxviii. 62 to end. The 
next day was uor Saturday, the Sabbath of the 
Jews, therefore, those pious women who had 
resolved upon embalming the body of Jesus, 
waited until the following morning for the 
opportunity of doing so. It was not fear of the 
soldiers which kept them away, but it is stated 
in Lake xxiii. 56 : " They rested the Sabbath- 
day according to the commandment." The Sab- 
bath (in appearance, at least) was always so 
strictly kept among the Jews, even by those 
who neglected the weightier matters of the law 
of God, that we can scarcely wonder that those 
who really desired to serve Him in sincerity 
and truth, should wait until that hallowed time 
was over before they indulged their own feelings 
in showing their respect and affection for the 
loved dead. Not but what they would have 
been right in offering any honour on any day to 
Him who was Lord of the Sabbath, God 
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as man ; but their ideas on this subject were 
not clear as yet ; " they knew not the Scriptures 
that thus must Christ suffer to enter into his 
glory ; " and though borne down with grief, 
they yet acted in the way they thought right, 
endeavouring, to the best of their ability, to do 
the will of God. But their ignorance was not 
to be of long continuance, whilst God was at the 
same time causing all things to work together 
for their good and His glory. Soon their doubts 
were all set at rest, their hopes all realized; 
they were to see and know, indeed, that Christ 
was God, their Lord, who had died for their 
sins and risen again for their justification. Imi- 
tate their conduct, dear children ; and should 
you ever have any doubts as to how to act, if 
you sincerely desire to please God, and do what 
you think to be right, fear not but that He will 
be your guide ; "in all thy ways acknowledge 
Him, and He will direct thy paths " — (Prov. 
iii. 6). The Sabbath being past, these sorrowing 
and loving women lost no time in going to the 
sepulchre ; but very early, " even while it was 
yet dark," they went there. On the way they 
were troubled as to how the great heavy stone 
at the door of the sepulchre should be rolled 
away. When they arrived there they found it 
already removed. 

Wonderful signs were sent from heaven at 
the death of Jesus, aiA s\$&& T^\\^^uderfbJ 
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accompanied his resurrection. Then, (viz., at 
His death) " The veil of the temple was rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom, and the 
earth did quake, and the rocks rent " — (Matthew 

xxvii. 51). " Now, at his resurrection, behold 
another great earthquake ; for the angel of the 
Lord descendeth from heaven, and rolled back 
the stone from the door " — (Matthew xxviii. 2), 
and "many bodies of the saints arose, and 
came out of the graves after his resurrection, 
and went to the holy city, and appeared unto 
many " — (Matthew xxvii. 52, 53). The angel 
who came down from heaven told the women 
that Jesus had risen from the dead ; thus was 
he " declared to be the Son of God with power " 
— (Romans i. 4). He had triumphed over 
death "because it was not possible he should 
be holden of it " — (Acts ii. 24). You read St. 
Mark's account of our Saviour's resurrection in 
the Scripture for to-day, those by the other 
three Evangelists are to be found in Matthew 

xxviii. , Luke xxiv., and John xx., which you 
can read at your leisure. Our Lord dwelt upon 
earth after His resurrection for forty days, some- 
times partaking of food with His disciples, thus 
showing that it was the same human body 
which had been nailed to the cross. Indeed, 
sufficient proofs of this were not wanting, for 
when Thomas declared he would only believe 
by both seeing and touching th& <t&fts&&. 
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by the nails and spear in our Saviour's hands 
and side, he was permitted this favour that he 
might " not be faithless, but believing." The 
account of Thomas's unbelief and after convic- 
tion of the truth, you will find in John xx. 
24—29, and in Luke xxiv. 18 — 84, is a beau- 
tiful account of the journey of two of the 
Apostles from Jerusalem to Emmaus, accom- 
panied by our Lord, on the evening of the day 
he arose from the dead, and from the 36th verse 
to the 48th, you will read how He showed Him- 
self to many of them assembled together, and 
" did eat before them ;" see also the last chap- 
ter of St. John's Gospel. After a period of 
forty days had elapsed, He, accompanied by the 
apostles, went out to Bethany ; there He re- 
newed to them the promise of the Holy Ghost 
(of which I have before told you), and apfftinted 
them as missionaries to preach the Gospel to 
all the world, giving them miraculous powers 
in proof of their Divine mission. He then 
blessed them, and when He had thus spoken, 
and whilst they were still looking, He was 
received into a cloud, and borne away to 
heaven. His work on earth finished, thus were 
the prophetic words of David fulfilled — (Psalm 
lxviiii. 18), " Thou hast ascended up on high, 
thou hast led captivity captive : thou hast received 
gifts for men : yea, for the rebellious also, that 
the Lord God mi$i\» item." 
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Jesus Christ was seen to ascend into heaven by 
the assembled apostles, as you have read in the 
text, and if you look at the two verses im- 
mediately following it, you will see that angels 
also bore testimony to this event : " And while 
they looked stedfastly towards heaven, as he 
went up, behold ! two men stood by them in 
white apparel : which also said, ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven ; 
this same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven." There, at God's 
right hand, is now seated our risen Lord, ever 
pleading with the Father for those for whom 
He died. Dear children, you have now seen how 
precious in the sight of God are your immortal 
souls, and will you deem them of but little 
worth ? You have heard what Christ has done 
for you, what is your part in this matter ? It is 
to give your heart to God. Much study is 
required to understand the Bible ; fully under- 
stood it never can be, by any human being ; 
yet we are told to search the Scriptures, and the 
study is both an important and an interesting 
one, but it should be undertaken with a feeling 
of humility, accompanied by earnest prayer for 
God's direction. . But, although there are many 
things in the Bible hard to be understood, religion 
itself is a very simple thing ; all you have to do 
is to endeavour to please God iu 
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of your life, then, with faith in the perfect work 
of your crucified, risen, and ascended Redeemer, 
you may indulge in a certain hope that here- 
after you will be with Him where He now is 
— at the right hand of God. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Oh Lord Almighty, thou Ruler of eternity, 
God of justice and of love, we kneel before 
Thee with mingled feelings of awe and of 
gratitude. Of awe when we think of our offences 
against Thee, a holy and a righteous God ; and 
of gratitude when we think of Thy plan for our 
salvation. Blot out our sins, we beseech Thee, 
gracious Father, and remember them no more 
against us for ever. Consider, Lord, what 
has been wrought for us by Thy dear Son; 
look not, therefore, upon us and our sinfulness. 
We would shelter ourselves from Thy wrath 
under the protection of Him who died for our 
transgressions, triumphed over death by His 
resurrection, and afterwards ascended into 
heaven, where at Thy right hand He ever liveth 
to make intercession for us. For His sake 
accept of our imperfect services, and hear our 
prayers, and to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
be endless praise. Amen. 
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